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President’s comments

¥ INSTITUTE NEWS

Resource management and the environment

The current concerns about resource man-
agement and planning have led to a rather
undue, overdone and almost hypocritical
fervour for the environment and “sustain-
ability”. Our profession has expressed,
over the years, the ethic of stewardship in
this respect. In many quarters there has
been an expression of surprise and hurt
that the populace in general does not
appreciate that this ethic rules foresters’
behaviour. The indigenous forest debate
has been an example of this reaction with
an associated defensive attitude to our
involvement in management. Too often
the actions of a few are made the basis for
discussion more characterised by heat
than informed debate.

At a recent Resource Management
Law Association conference there was

process which seeks to set in stone the
characteristics of the current landscape
and ignores the dynamics of the natural
environment and the economic frailty of
processes of change to pastoral, horticul-
tural, or other land uses.

It was pleasing at the above conference
to note Minister for the Environment
Simon Upton’s remarks, as the keynote
speaker, wherein the Resource Manage-
ment Act was expected to yield sustain-
able land use for the economic benefit of
people. It is unusual to have a Minister of
the Crown speak on such a complex sub-
ject in as erudite a manner as he did before
some 200 lawyers and planners.

It is in this context that the Council
encourages the formation of an Environ-
ment Working Group under Tim Thorpe
as an additional capacity to that involved

surprise expressed at the thought that there
are between 600,000 and 1,000,000 more
hectares of indigenous forest in New
Zealand since the cessation of the Land
Development  Encouragement Loan
scheme in 1985. As part of this reversion
process, hill-country pastoral farming is
characterised by a quiet forest increase
through the process of fern, scrub and sec-
ondary hardwood forest growth.

This phenomenon is historically well
understood in older societies’ although

Peter Olsen

Americans are surprised to be told that
there is now more forest in the Eastern
USA than 130 years ago, due to natural
forest reclaiming pasture and cotton lands.
Any environment where a forest is the nat-
ural climax vegetation will be charac-
terised by this phenomenon and New
Zealand is a classic example for over 90%
of the land used for farming.

Therefore woe betide a planning

on Indigenous Forest under Dave Field.
We need to have good sources of data
from which to draw conclusions as to the
profession’s view on these topics and to
join the debate from a platform of
informed and dispassionate knowledge.

I look forward to results being as use-
ful as those from the recent Forest Valua-
tion working group in the draft Forest
Valuation Guidelines.

Peter Olsen
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