which 1s only marginally uneconomic
could be supported by Central
Government.

If a locally based agency were to put
in a price for the work that compared
tavourably with Forestry Corporation
costs, this could be of greater advantage
to the region.

Are current technique and regimes
the only ones that will meet our
objectives?

Indirect costs include the costs of
administering benefits, lost taxation,
perhaps increases in social problems.

It is also desirable that relocation
and retraining of workers not be
bunched up.

Regional Self Help

Like the rest of New Zealand the East
Cape region needs to adjust its long-
term structures to match supply to
changing patterns of world demand.

There are welcome signs in the
Town and Country Planning arena
that these adjustments are being
facilitated.

For example, Waiapu County is
liberalizing 1its district scheme with
respect to forestry. Forestry will be-
come a predominant use on most
rural land.

{ LETTERS }

Decision making

Sir,

I was pleased to read vour editorial
comment in Vol. 31 (2) on ‘Discontin-
uing Discounting’ and John
Groome’s article on the ‘Future of
Forestry.” Most important however
was the publication of Jeanette
Fitzsimon’s paper from the 1982
economics seminar. This should have
been published long ago — it was
about the only paper presented there
which made any sense.

For some reason the myth that we
can make all our forestry decisions by
the application of economic formulae
has been with us for quite a long time
and is now being used by Government
to justify the implementation of their
new forest policy, including punitive
tax regimes. It is high time these
myths were confounded. Unfortun-
ately as a simple forester I don’t have
the answer — all 1 know is that
economists don’t have it either.

A classic example of the futility of
these systems is demonstrated in a

paper published recently in the
Journal of Forestry Science in which
the pretax rates of return were compar-
ed for a number of plantation species.
The result gave the impression that
radiata, followed closely by black-
wood, was probably the best
investment.

On face value it was a well-written,
logically argued paper, which does
credit to the authors, but the large
number of assumptions made (32 were
counted) make it quite worthless as a
decision-making tool. Very few
human activities can be based solely
on economic analysis and, as the
authors point out, aesthetic values,
soil and water protection, shelter will
also be important. -

There are very few decisions which
can be based solely on economic cri-
teria — we have to make value judge-
ments all the time throughout our

Jlives and many have to be made in

forestry. Not least of these is what
qualities and types of timber will be-
required 50 years hence. If this
decision is left solely to economic
calculation we will have, God forbid,
nothing but radiata pine.

I would like to suggest that the
Institute should take an urgent lead in
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solving this important problem. Per-
haps what is needed 1s a seminar with
a wide range of opinion present. The
only criterion should be that the sem-
inar seeks non economic, or economic
solutions dictated by common sense,
rather than doubtful formulae. It may
be possible to hold this in conjunction
with the next Institute AGM, but this
will probably be too late. In my
opinion a topic of such vital import-
ance must be addressed and solved
now.

Ian Barton

Forestry and Environmental Consul-
tant

(Slightly abridged — Ed)

Paper by W.R.]. Sutton (31/2)

Sir,

Difficulties are raised if you allow
turther papers largely devoted to in-
dividuals. Their merits, as seen by the
author, are given and possible myth-
ology engendered; nothing else.

The number of people in local
forestry is too small to allow this sort
of article, as personalities inevitably
intrude. Any discussion is likely to be
unpleasant and, indeed, painful.

I record my emphatic disagreement
with many of the views and certainly
most of the recollections given by Dr
Sutton. As it happens, I agree with
others.

R. Fenton
Tokyo

Forest products to Japan

Sir,

In reply to C.A. Radomske’s letter
of August "86.

1. When the first radiata produce
was exported anywhere, 1t was the
start of “head-on competition from
existing traders (of) softwoods”. This
1s a fundamental point — all the
softwood New Zealand exports, in
whatever form, incurs this head-on
competition. Whether it is newsprint,
sulphate pulp, or sawn timber, the
competition is out there (and now
coming here) — from Scandinavia, N.
America, the USSR or from local
supplies in the importing countries.
As 60-80% of the resource is bound for
export, it 1s surprising to have to stress
this.

2. Concerning the specific point of
sawnwood for Japan, and the packag-
ing (in the widest senise) market there:

2.1 The packaging market 1s itself
intensely competitive. Some high-
quality timbers are used, but generally
much fall-down quality timber from
other imported and local species 1s
available. The following figures show
the size, proportion and share of this
market in the last five years.

Imports from New Zealand

Total Packaging
000 m?® 000 m?® %
1980 970 696 72
81 806 604 75
82 645 506 78
83 624 500 80
84 604 492 81

Source Mokuzai Tookei Yooran 1982-86.

2.2 The packaging market is not
expanding in total. If New Zealand
just sticks to this outlet it won’t help
sell the x million m? (x depends on
growth foreeast/planners’ figures)
New Zealand will have available to
sell overseas from 1990. It can’t possib-
ly sustain the “export future”. Qur
share is wilting.

2.3 In Japan this will probably be
reinforced by events in 1986, as the ven
reaches a more realistic exchange rate.
While competition from domestic
wood is reduced, (a secondary benefit)
the exchange adjustments are consid-
ered likely to again fundamentally
change the Japanese economy (as the
1973 o1l shock did). Japanese manu-
facturers for export are considering
relocating in the newly industrializing
countries. The packaging market
would follow such a wend, and would
be the tumber market section most
affected by the change.

3. Re Clearwood.

I have no published copy of my
paper here. The typed copy T have here
mentions clear wood in one sentence
(in a paragraph discussing the effects
of the end of lauan supplies). “The
large range of timber sizes of lauan
used internally in Japanese conven-
tional houses need enumeration to see
what volumes of graded (probably
clear) and seasoned radiata pine could
be substituted.” (Part of my present
job.) By a process obscure to me, this
presumably leads C.A. Radomske to
his sarcastic remarks about clear wood
production. It is necessary to try to
quantify the role of clear wood in
plantation strategy, but this sugges-
tion isn’t made by him.

The final paragraph presumably
misunderstands the last sentence in

my summary, which was “much more
specific information on plantation
quality is required while marketing
has to be fundamentally changed.” It
is hard to see why information on
plantation quality is irrelevant to ex-
port sales. For example, my present
employers require specific targets

Japan Total

Annual % of total Packaging as % Volume

packaging of total sawn 000 m®
22 9 3156
20 9 2959
18 9 2799
17 10 2868
16.5 10 2980

(product groups by time periods) —
and there 1s a case for such an
approach. More generally one
obviously has to know what there is
available to sell. It appears, and I may
be wrong, that Silmod and its develop-
ments do not provide this infor-
mation. When I did grade studies they
used to provide answers to such
questions. So if C.A. Radomske is
right: a) his industry wants to stick to
packaging (and I agree that we know
we can produce this; b) we don’t need
to know much else about the resource.
As a corollary, my own findings so far
are that we don’t, in fact, seem to be
able to say what we can produce.

Marketing is not exclusively con-
cerned with the market or with forests
— which are versatile; it links the
market and the supply potential. To
ignore either is stupidity. We seem to
have ignored both, which is almost
unbelievable.

R. Fenton
Tokyo

New format

Sir,

Would you please forward me a
replacement copy of ‘Forestry’, Vol.
31, No. 2 Aug, '86. The copy I have
received has a number of pages mis-
sing, or duplicated.

I have really appreciated the new
format, and find the magazine very
readable. Articles to date have heen
interesting and well presented, and
two or three of them have been directly
applicable to work we have been
involved in recently.

Paul Cox
Ashley Forest, Rangiora

]
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We apologize for the wrong collation
of some pages in a few dozen copies of
our Augustissue. Readers who received
one of these copies should let us know
and we will forward a replacement
—Ed.

1986 AGM Papers

Sir,

[t is now several months since the
AGM — nme enough to reflect on it
soberly.

Frankly, I'm still hopping made at
the insult extended to a supposedly
scientitic body by the quality of some
of the papers.

Don’t get me wrong. Mr Pidding-
ton’s paper, for example, was well
thought out and worth listening to.
But some of the others left me speech-
less with their bland, unscientific
platitudes.

The classic comment — “High
interest rates are not all bad, because
the money comes from the kitchens
and the sitting rooms. . .” of New

The story of Aupouri

Available from Government Printing Office bookshops,
Information Services, NZ Forest Service, Private Bag,
Wellington and at Forest Service offices at Auckland

and Kaikohe.

State Forest

by EV/ Sale

he extraordinary story of a forest which grows from

a bed of sand dunes adjacent to Ninety Mile Beach.

Of a community that beat the dunes. A story of an
impossible dream, and the people who made it come to fruition.

Zealand. Thousands of little printing
presses, all forging dollar notes?

Bull. . It is manufactured out of
thin air by the wading banks, who
charge us over and over again and
force us further and further into debt
to borrow our own money which they
counterfeit (legally). Once we’ve
earned some and saved a little, then we
get cutin on the racket, but always less
and at lower interest rates than we pay
overall.

What's this got to do with the
AGM?

I know I belong to the “lunatic
fringe” ol economics and politics.
This means that (in company with a
lot of others, including some prom-
ent foresters) I have done what no
orthodox economist has ever done and
checked the respective theories against
reality by Baconian-inductive scientific
reasoning. Been prepared, as any scien-
tist must be, to ditch or modify any
assumption that doesn’t stand up to
test by prediction or experiment.

And I'm sick to death of forums
from Rotaract conventions to our In-

stitute’s meetings being used for mis-
leading propaganda by those with a
stake in the nastiest racket ever foisted
on humanity.

May I suggest that a set of criteria be
established for any non-scientific paper
presented to the Institute in future —
basically that it must follow scientific
discipline by:

1 Outlining the theory on which

any sweeping statements are based,

and detailing the assumptions
made.

Providing at least one reference to

a statistical check made to test

each, using proper scientific

methods.

3 Detailing one prediction based on
each theory that has actually
worked out in practice.

Economists have meddled in our
field to the extent that they now
practically control it. Isn’t 1t time we
had a look at theirs, to see how good
our new masters really are?

John G. Rawson
Consultant Forester, Whangarei

rno

Price $13.00

BP House,

20 Customhouse Quay,

Wellington, 1.

BP Forests New Zealand Limited

PO. Box 892
Telephone 729 729
Telex NZ30906
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TIMBER INDUSTRY TRAINING CENTRE

(Ministry of Forestry)
ADULT COURSES FROM 19 JANUARY-30 JUNE, 1987

SAWDOCTORING COURSES

22 JANUARY-23 JANUARY

15 JUNE-16 JUNE
Track and bandwheel alignment, crossline of bandwheels, full breast
bench and resaw alignment, line bar and pressure guides.

BANDSAW WELDING 16 FEBRUARY-18 FEBRUARY
Setting up and operation of oxyacetylene and TIG welding.

CIRCULAR SAW MAINTENANCE 2 MARCH-13 MARCH
Circular saw tensioning, levelling, manual and automatic grinding,
swaging, setting and filing.

BANDSAW MAINTENANCE 16 MARCH-27 MARCH
Bandsaw maintenance requires a high degree of skill. This course
covers tensioning, levelling, swaging, shaping and automatic
grinding. Grinding wheels, their selection and use. Oxyacetylene
welding methods for butt and crack welding. Tensioning and levelling
of welds.

MILL AND TRACK ALIGNMENT

TUNGSTEN CARBIDE SAW MAINTENANCE 30 MARCH-1 APRIL
29 JUNE-1 JULY

Composition of carbide tips, preparation of saw blades, recessing of

tooth faces, brazing of tips to faces and tempering of tooth backs.

Face, top and side grinding.

BAND WHEEL GRINDING
Specific tuition on the Barnhart wheel grinder.

BASIC SAWDOCTORING 27 APRIL-1 MAY
This course covers all of the basic aspects of circular, band and
carbide saw maintenance.

BANDSAW LEVELLING AND TENSIONING 18 MAY-20 MAY
One of the more important aspects of bandsaw maintenance includes
tensioning and accurate levelling of saws.

CIRCULAR SAW LEVELLING AND TENSIONING 8 JUNE-10 JUNE

13 APRIL-14 APRIL

SAWMILLING COURSES

HEADRIG OPERATORS
16 February-20 February
16 March-20 March

21 April-24 April

2 June-5 June

Headrig operators are offered customised training packages on a
weekly one to one basis.

PRUNED SAWLOG CONVERSION WORKSHOP 24 FEBRUARY-
26 FEBRUARY

A workshop designed for sawmillers currently processing or planning
to cut pruned radiata pine butt logs.

8 June-12 June
15 June-19 June
22 June-26 June

PORTABLE SAWMILL OPERATION
A short course for mobile sawmill operators.

2 MARCH-6 MARCH

HEADRIG OPERATORS WORKSHOP 26 MAY-28 MAY
This workshop will discuss the ways in which a headrig sawyer can
improve his performance through the better understanding of present
and future reguirements of primary sawmill production machinery, log
qualities and sawn product.

TIMBER YARD MANAGEMENT 15 JUNE-16 JUNE
A short concise course covering yard layout, safe vehicle operation,
security, stock records and documentation.

TIMBER MACHINING COURSES

PLANER OPERATORS (BEGINNERS)

16 FEBRUARY-20 FEBRUARY 27 APRIL-1 MAY
A basic course covering running and setting up procedures. Knife
grinding not included in this course.

PLANER OPERATORS (EXPERIENCED) 2 MARCH-6 MARCH
A more intricate course for experienced machinists covering
sophisticated machine operation and trouble shooting.. Knife
grinding is not included in this course.

CUTTER GRINDING AND SHARPENING 16 MARCH-20 MARCH
Grinding knives for planers and moulders, covering straight knife
grinding, solid profile, milled to pattern, copy grinding and in-head
profile grinding.

TIMBER MACHINERY REGULATIONS 15 APRIL
Anyone operating a woodworking machine should be familiar with the
NZ woodworking regulations to prevent accidents, lost production
and potential fines.

HIGH SPEED MOULDERS 30 MARCH-3 APRIL

22 JUNE-26 JUNE
This course covers modern moulding machines, their adjustment and
operation.
MAINTENANCE AND TROUBLE SHOOTING FOR TIMBER
MACHINISTS 6 APRIL-10 APRIL

COMMERCIAL WOOD TURNERY 15 JUNE-19 JUNE

TIMBER PROCESSING COURSES
(Note: Nominations close six weeks before the date advertised)

TIMBER GRADING COURSE 9 FEBRUARY-13 FEBRUARY
This course covers the technical and practical aspects of grading
exotic sawn timber in New Zealand.

TIMBER DRYING COQURSE 16 MARCH-20 MARCH
All technical aspects of wood drying related to the practical drying
situation and final end use requirements.

TIMBER TREATMENT FOR THE FARMER 14 APRIL-15 APRIL
Available treatments for farmers, commodity requirements,
preparation and treatment of wood before preservation.

TIMBER UTILISATION COURSE 4 MAY-8 MAY
The objective of this course is to broaden the knowledge of those
involved with timber use

TIMBER LAMINATION WORKSHOP 3 JUNE-4 JUNE
This workshop will review the latest technology and quality control
developments associated with timber famination.

TIMBER PRESERVATION COURSE 22 JUNE-26 JUNE
Technical and practical aspects of wood preservation, including
wood structure, drying, entomology, mycology and plant operation.

COURSE FEES: Fees for all courses are $44 per day or $220 per week. Headrig operator tuition costs $500 per week.

These fees include GST.

ADDRESS ENQUIRIES AND NOMINATIONS TO: THE PRINCIPAL, TIMBER INDUSTRY TRAINING CENTRE, P.0O. BOX
2242, ROTORUA, NEW ZEALAND
Telephone: (073) 887-457 or 70364, Telegrams ‘TRACENT’ Rotorua,

Telex: ‘FRESTRA 21080’




