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Following his retirement Viv was able to indulge his bent 
for overseas travel, and made several trips to places no,t then 
ogn regular tourist itineraries. He was a good raconteur, and 
I cherish several anecdotes of his experiences. on these tours. 

-F.E.H. 
Jack Desmond Rolls 

After nearly three years as 
a patient in Slunnyside Hos- 
pital following the Hanmer 
fire of 22 March 1976, Jack 
died on 11 January 1979. He 
was buried in Hanmer 
Cemetery in the middle of the 
forest in which he spent al- 
most the whole of his work- 
ing life. Beginning as a 15- 
vear-old wage worker in 1947, 
he became a Forest Foreman 
before the age of 21 and an 
Assistant Ranger three and a 
half years later. A little under 
five years he spent as Officer 
in Charge, Naseby, before re- 
turning to Hanmer in 1967 as 
~ t f i c e r  in Charge. Thus, morc than 24 of his 29 years with ths 
Forest Service were spent in the one folrest. 

Inevitably Jack developed a deep attachment to and per- 
aunal relationship with Hanmer Forest. He had the vision 
to see the tremendous amenity and recreation value of the 
forest in its intimate relationship with a very popular holiday 
resofrt; and the drive and initiative to do something albolu~t it. 
'To Jack belongs the lion's share ojf the credit for the develop- 
ment of the forest walks, the subalpine walk, Conical Hill 
public lo~okout, the artificial lake, picnic areas, and the 
beautification of forest roads and margins. 

The traumatic experience of immediate responsibility for 
dealing with an exotic forest fire driven by a gale-force wind 
in conditions olf high hazard is one that few have to undergo. 
After his battle of the first day, Jack was physically and 
~nentally exhausted. In the days that followed he was treated 
mercilessly by insensitive media repolrters, and never again 
recovered his confidence. 

Jack has left in Hanmer Forest Park a contribution of 
which he could be justly proud. The numerous colleagues and 
townspeople of Hanmer who attended his funeral were 
testimony tot the high regard in which he was held. He was 
a public servant in the best sense o~f the term. 

-J.W.L. 


