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Five hundred and fifty-one species have been carded and the sorting
procedure is extremely simple. It is done on macroscopic characters,
and can be done in any order so that it does not break down if full
botanical material is not available. This is a very great advantage
because it is seldom that a full set of material can be collected at
one time. A set of very fine illustrations of fruits is provided with
the cards and these should prove very useful to users.

The greatest disadvantage is the necessarily high cost of production,
and it is this factor that prevents part sets from being provided.

The authors are to be congratulated on the usefulness of the key.

' : JEH.

FOREST FUNGI. By Margaret E. Lancaster, M.Sc.; The Govern-
ment Printer, Wellington, 9/6.

Prompted by the need for an elementary book on this subject for
the use of field staff of the New Zealand Forest Service, Miss
Lancaster has produced this compact manual (96 pages). The intro-
ductory portion of the book gives a very brief survey of the whole
of the plant kingdom, showing the place of the fungi in the general
classification of plants. The remainder of the book is taken up largely
with a general account of the fungi, their classification and the dis-
tinguishing features of each group. Examples are given and special
mention is made of any member which may have significance in
forestry and-in New Zealand forestry in particular. It should be
understood however, that the book is not intended to be used for the
identification of any particular species of fungus, for in no case has
an individual fungus species been dealt with in detail. However, the
characters of each group have been described.
~ A feature of the work is that portions of the text are printed in
small type. This is information for the specialized reader and can be
omitted if desired. The material is extremely well laid out; it is
noticeable, for instance, that care is taken to present classification
tables at one view. The glossary saves much back reference to
original explanation of technical terms. :

In compiling the book, Miss Lancaster has done something that
needed doing, and has done it well. To most students of botany, a
true understanding of the fungi is rarely achieved, partly on dccount
of the difficulty of the subject itself, in the complex life cycles of
the different types of fungi, but also on account of the consequent
initially confusing terminology and nomenclature. Miss Lancaster has
sorted it all out, presented the facts lucidly, and illustrated her
material with many clear, easily-followed diagrams and sketches.
There is nothing careless or haphazard in: the compilation of this
work. Everything points to planning, careful thought, attention to
detail, good proof-reading, and above all, scientific accuracy.

No advanced student of botany nor any person technically interested
in, forestry should be without this book. Vi
: L.HL,




