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President's Column 

 

Recently I have had a number of conversations with some of our retired members. Some 
have chosen to cease their NZIF membership, so I wanted to find out why and what we 
could do to entice them back. These are people with a wealth of knowledge and 
experience which I would love to make available to our younger members. It was 
therefore very disheartening to hear a small number have just given up on the sector. 
According to them, the sector they have spent their whole lives in is dysfunctional. 

This got me thinking; and I have to say I agree with them. We have within our sector too 
many people working for the greater good of themselves, rather than trying to grow the 
sector for the good of everyone within the sector and New Zealand. Do we try to 
promote and market the benefits of wood from New Zealand or do we all travel to the 
markets as individual organisations and undercut each other? Do we push a quality 
product and demand higher prices or do we accept the price offered to us and tell 
ourselves we sell a commodity? Do we work together to promote forests, forestry and 
their products to the markets, public and politicians; or do we each try and do a bit here 
and there with no overall co-ordination? 

Surely it is time for a change! 

Our sector, indeed the whole of the New Zealand primary sector, needs to sell the New 
Zealand brand. We need to be promoting ourselves as different. The world should want 
to buy our products because we are environmentally sound. We need to form a story 
about why we are better and then sell it to the world and demand a premium. The tourist 
industry has done this and look at where they are now. The largest earner of the export 
dollar. Is this because you can’t find the same scenery in other countries? No similar 
scenery abounds in the America’s and Europe. Rather Tourism has sold a story about 
this fantastic country at the bottom of the world which is untouched by the evils 
abounding everywhere else and is beautiful, clean and green. We need to be doing the 
same. 

So how, or more importantly who, should do this? It is a question I am unsure I can 
answer. However my view is it must involve NZTE, MPI, MfE, wood processors and 
forest growers. Even better it should involve farmers, wine growers, agriculture, 
horticulture and environmental bodies. It would need great leaders, to be well financed 
and have broad support. It needs the Government to stand up. 

I firmly believe it is time we sold the New Zealand story, demanded a higher price and 
stuck to our guns. We need great branding and slick marketing. The in-fighting which we 
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currently have; forester vs processor, exporter vs exporter, processor vs exporter; is just 
not working. it must be time for a change. 

And perhaps if we can enact real change those who have dedicated their lives to the 
sector will be able to stand up with pride and say once again they are happy to be 
associated with a great sector. 

James Treadwell 

 

Institute News 

ASIF Local Section Event 

The Specialty Wood Products Partnership - Russell Dale, FOA R&D Manager Read 
More 

NZIF Submissions 

Local Government and Environment Select Committee 

The NZIF presented its Submission on the RMA Reform Bill to the Local Government 
and Environment Select Committee on Friday May 13th, reiterating our support for the 
Bill’s provisions requiring greater use of national policy and therefore less duplication in 
the regulation of politically contentious matters as 1080 and use of GM materials. 

More national policy and direction would be of value to the forestry sector if it 
encouraged finalisation and adoption of the National Environmental Standard for 
forestry, long advocated for by the NZFOA. It should logically lead to a greater focus 
(read Central Government interest) in the adoption of national policies aimed at 
enhancing the diverse public interests in all forms of forestry. 

The difficulty encountered by forestry in arguing for ‘effects – based’, ‘activity – neutral’ 
regulation in some regions of the country was cited in explaining our opposition to the 
Bill’s proposed “collaborative planning” provisions. NZIF expressed concern that 
‘collaborative processes’ as promulgated in the Bill will result in further constraints on 
forest “conversion” rather than address the problems of land use “intensification”, 
notwithstanding the adverse effects are the same or worse. 

The risk of collaborative processes selectively grand parenting existing farmers diffuse – 
source pollution was raised, as was the inclination to favour the status quo even in 
polluted catchments. 

The proposal in the Bill to remove the right to appeal Councils decisions to the 
Environment Court was opposed, the Institute view being that scrutiny by an 
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independent and expert body resulted in better decision making at all stages of the 
planning process. 

Of note, the Select Committee asked no questions, with a number of members saying 
“they agreed”on the matter raised in our Submission. 

Hopefully the Select Committee process and the RMA Reform Bill will prompt a change 
in outlook. Greater national direction could see early adoption of the forestry NES and 
work on a New Zealand forest policy. 

From Submission Committee 

2015 CPD Recording 

The CPD recorded by Registered Members on the NZIF website has been reviewed. It is 
of concern to the Registration Board that despite the 30 April deadline having passed a 
number of Registered Members have not yet met their CPD reporting requirements for 
maintaining their registration. 

If you are one of those who have not complied please attend to the CPD reporting. 

The Registration Board appreciates the efforts of Registered Members who have kept 
their CPD recording ongoing during the 2015 year. Thank you. 

Please note the CPD module is available for any NZIF Member. Anyone considering 
Registration should avail themselves as CPD reporting for 3 years prior to applying for 
Registration is part of the application criteria. 

Mike Marren  
Registrar 

Administration News 

I am away on holiday for all of June, I am off to England to walk the “Coast to Coast UK”, 
that’s 190 miles (or 306 kms). It’s going to be a big challenge but something my husband 
and I have been looking forward to for some time. During my absence a good friend of 
mine, Janice Duncan, is going to take the reins on the administration role. Janice will be 
here three days a week, Tuesday to Thursday. I look forward to telling you all about my 
trip highlights on my return. 

Jay Matthes 



 

NZIF Conference 

Registration for the NZIF 2016 Conference is NOW OPEN 

30th, 31st August and 1st September 2016, Dunedin Town Hall. 

Conference Registration 

The Conference theme is “ Forestry in a changing world – dealing with evolving 
regulatory and market environments” and will inform delegates of the changing 
regulatory and operating environment and the opportunities that exist here. The 
conference will highlight the emerging market trends and where forestry is or could be 
adding value. The conference will also look at exciting new revenue streams and 
alternative species that are emerging. 

New Zealand’s plantation forestry professionals manage 7% of New Zealand’s land 
area; directly support a workforce of 18,000 jobs and generate $4.8 billion in export 
revenue. In managing this estate we are building a sustainable resource, which 
contributes to the economic wellbeing of the country, while providing for our 
communities. 

As a land use that operates on some of New Zealand’s most marginal country we are at 
the forefront of the challenges land managers face. We operate in an environment with a 
constantly changing regulatory environment that at times struggles with consistency 
across all land users. Our customers are increasingly demanding we reduce our 
negative impacts within the context of challenging global commodity markets.  
Challenges and flux creates opportunity and this is where as professionals we excel. 

To view the draft conference programme. Read more 

Field Trip 1 st September 

The trip will highlight a range of amazing natural and man influenced landscapes 
travelling from Dunedin to the historic gold mining township of Lawrence. Glendhu 
Forest contains remnant gold mining archaeological sites and the paired catchments 
water yield and quality study. At this stop we will discuss the latest findings comparing 
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the recently harvested plantation forest catchment with the control that retained in 
tussock and native vegetation. 

From Glendhu we travel to Lake Mahinerangi and Landcorp’s Waipori Farm Station to 
discuss wilding tree issues. Our next stop is Wenita’s Berwick forest to visit a high 
altitude radiata x attenuata hybrids. 

Conference Accommodation at Special Rates 

Accommodation in Dunedin The Scenic Hotel Southern Cross is giving conference 
attendees a discounted rate. 

If you are interested in sponsoring this event. Please contact James or Read more 

NZIF 2016 Conference proudly sponsored by: 

Totara .....  

Awards Dinner .....  

AGM Drinks .....  

Rimu ..... .....  

Student Poster Award .....  
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Student Sponsorship 

.....  .....  

 

In the News 

The Financial Markets Authority (FMA) has now made its decisions affecting forestry 
schemes that are managed investment schemes. The attachment gives an update on 
those decisions and the support FMA are giving forestry schemes that are managed 
investment schemes with their new obligations under the Financial Markets Conduct Act. 
The licensing guide explains what to consider in deciding whether a scheme is a 
managed investment scheme and subject to the FMC Act. FMA have asked for an initial 
response from forest managers by 31 May to ensure exemptions are in place before the 
law takes effect. 

Transition to a low-carbon economy for New Zealand Report 

Last year, the Royal Society of New Zealand established two expert panels: the first to 
present evidence on the impact of climate change on New Zealand, and the second to 
provide possible options New Zealand might take to reduce its greenhouse gas 
emissions.Their second report "Transition to a low-carbon economy for New Zealand " 
was released in April. Read more 

Emerging Primary Industri es Leaders Scholarship - The Ministry for Primary 
Industries, in conjunction with AGMARDT and Te Hono Movement, is calling for 
nominations for this award by the16th May.The purpose of the scholarship is to 
recognise the nominee who demonstrates the best potential to make a difference as a 
senior leader in the primary industries, and to support their continuing professional 
development. The scholarship is designed to enhance innovation, value add, and 
leadership across primary industries sectors. Nomination information here 

Afforestation Grant Scheme (AGS) - The MPI Investment programmes team 2016 
funding round of the AGS opened on 27 April and closes on 8 June 2016.To apply for 
funding or to find out more, please visit the MPI website. 

2016 Annual General Meeting of Primary ITO Tuesday 24th May Read more. The 
Annual Report can be viewed here. 

Simpson Grierson's Forestry News Update: 

 $6.9m for new Sustainable Farming Fund projects. 
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 Forestry Industry Safety Council says safety performance still requires improvement. 

 Access dispute over paper road in rural Masterton continues. 

 Funding secured for alternate species research. 

 Business R&D spending increases. 

 Timberlink New Zealand invests $10 million in Blenheim sawmill’. Read More 

Employment 

Navneet is seeking an opportunity to work in a challenging forestry environment and 
gain experience in forestry field. She is looking forward to a career focused on my 
passion for the forestry, presenting opportunities to work with similar minded people. 
Navneet Singh Luthra Read more 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF.  
While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those 
producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation caused by the 
use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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