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President's Column 

 

With a flurry of reports out by a number of organisations before the final date for 
submissions on the ETS last week; the focus was once again on New Zealand's past 
role in reducing climate change and the general feeling was we have been gaming the 
system. 

This sad state of affairs has happened on the current Governments watch and my 
question to them is, when are they going to recognise their mistake and take action? 

I have been told by some, senior in the Government, there is still a question in regards 
to the reality of climate change. Without getting into the arguments for and against, my 
response to MP’s is if it proves to be correct what will they tell their grandchildren, when 
asked what they did when they were in power and had the opportunity to do something. 

Real or not (and for the record I believe it is real) the consequences of sitting on our 
hands while the climate change predictions prove to be true are too high to accept. If the 
prediction consequences are less, the actual harm of taking action is minimal and in fact 
many of the actions will have additional benefit to New Zealand. The risk is too high, we 
need to do our fair share. It is time every member of parliament takes a look in the mirror 
and asks themselves what they want to be able to tell their grandchildren when asked 
what they did to prevent climate change. We need action now. 

NZIF is working on a number of fronts to ensure forestry has a role to play in the 
solution. We are submitting directly on the ETS, we are drafting a National Forest Policy 
to ensure forests are recognised as have benefits to all New Zealand, we are working 
with other sector groups to ensure we are presenting a united voice where we can, and 
we are working with the media and directly with ministers to try to ensure the forest story 
is understood, we are responding to questions from public and ministries when asked. 
Overall we are trying to educate everyone on the benefits of forests. While we live and 
breath forestry, the vast majority of New Zealand has a total lack of understanding as to 
what forests can do for them. 

The sector currently lives in exciting times. I believe we are starting to see a groundswell 
of demand for change, and more New Zealanders are starting to view forests as 
important and part of the solution. However, I have to admit to frustration the sector 
continues to seemingly be ignored by this Government; regardless of all the hard work 
NZIF and other sector organisations are doing to get the message across. I am not sure 
if this is ours (the sector) or the Governments fault but NZIF is determined to find out. I 
will be asking the new council (which meets late May) to consider a program of meeting 
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with MPs to get a sense of where forestry and forest fits within their thinking. We need to 
understand what messages the politicians are hearing, and then plan how to fill the gaps 
and improve their education. 

Additionally, I want to work with the other sector organisations to ensure all ministers are 
having regular meetings with someone from the sector. Other land based organisations 
do this very well and are constantly ensuring their voices are heard at key meetings (like 
Party conventions etc). It is time we were heard too. As a sector we have no clear 
lobbying / education plan. 

It is not forestry or farming. We can, and should work together. New Zealand must start 
putting the land to its best use. This may mean some forest land goes into farming but it 
also means a lot of farm land should go into forest. With this in mind, over the next two 
years, I will be meeting regularly with Federated Farmers to see where we can help each 
other. 

As the saying goes "we live in interesting times". We could see this as a threat or 
opportunity. Personally I see it as an opportunity. I would love to hear from any member 
who has other ideas on what we should be doing over the next two years, but I promise, 
I will be working hard to ensure forests are seen as vital to New Zealand. 

James Treadwell 

 

Institute News 

CNI Local Section Event 

Forest Resource Economics, Tuesday 17th May 2016 Read more 

NZIF Submissions and Media Release 

NZIF have made a submission on the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme 
Review 2015/16. NZIF’s members have been and continue to be directly affected by 
ETS policy and direction. The ETS can have a major effect on the risks and returns from 
forestry investment. Read more 

Draft Forest Policy Makes Good Progress 

On 5 May the Project Management Team had their 18th meeting since the project 
started. This dedicated band of volunteer forestry professionals have by now put in 
several thousand man hours on the project. This meeting reviewed the latest working 
draft of the policy document, which uses the four working party reports presented at the 
conference in Wellington last August along with other material. 
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This process has already involved several iterations of drafting and review within the 
project team. Once agreed by the project team a preliminary draft is expected to be 
circulated to a selected audience, inclusive of those supporting and working with the 
FPP team, for review and comment. This will be followed by the wider release of a 
revised draft more widely within the sector and elsewhere. 
Decisions on how the policy will be finally presented to a national audience have yet to 
be settled. 

Flash Back! 

 

We believe this fine group of men are some of the 1987 Council members enjoying a 
drink at the Golden Nugget Saloon in Shantytown. From left they are John Gleed, Don 
Mead, Lindsay Vaughan, Peter Berg, John Holloway, John Valentine, Geoff Cameron, 
Peter Thode and Harry Bunn. The photograph was taken at the 1987 AGM on the West 
Coast by Ian Platt and published in New Zealand Forestry. 

If you have any other Flash Back! pictures or stories that might interest our members 
please send them to admin@nzif.org.nz 



 

NZIF Conference 

Dunedin 30th August to 1st September 

To view the draft conference programme. Read more 

The 2016 NZIF conference in Dunedin is focused on providing professionals with 
information about the evolving market situation. In the Southern half of the South Island 
we have a long history of managing species alternative to radiata and alternate revenue 
streams from our forests. 

This year’s conference includes a session on Alternative Species and revenue options. 
In this session delegates will be informed on developments with essential oil production 
from wildings, freshwater aquaculture in forests, high altitude hybrid species, Manuka 
reestablishment and Southland’s significant hardwood resource. 

If you are interested in sponsoring this event. Please contact James or Read more 

NZIF 2016 Conference proudly sponsored by: 

Totara .....  

Awards Dinner .....  
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AGM Drinks .....  

Rimu ..... .....  

Student Poster Award .....  

Student Sponsorship 

.....  .....  

 

Members Voice 

The Presidents column last week lamented the lack of interest in new forest planting to 
reduce greenhouse gases. He advocated more planting of marginal farmland (up to 1.65 
million ha suggested) with much of this to be retained as permanent forest sinks. While a 
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laudable objective, the practicalities of achieving this goal are overwhelming, let alone 
the sheer cost. 

While some of this marginal land can and should be planted, it would seem to me more 
sensible to advocate for the retirement of much of this land from grazing. The effect 
would be two-fold: gradual restoration by natural revegetation (ie a carbon sink), and the 
reduction in greenhouse gases as animals are removed. Additional benefits are 
protection of soil and water, and more wildlife habitat. 

Anyone who has observed the transformation of land in the Marlborough Sounds, as first 
burning ceased and then stock withdrawn, will acknowledge just how quickly once bare 
grazing land can revert back to natural forest. This has taken place in less than 40 
years. 

As foresters we have a tendency to want to plant everything but sometimes it might be 
better to just let nature take its course, with just a little help from us. 

Peter Wilks, Registered Forester NZIF 

 

In the News 

Transition to a low-carbon economy for New Zealand Report  
Last year, the Royal Society of New Zealand established two expert panels: the first to 
present evidence on the impact of climate change on New Zealand, and the second to 
provide possible options New Zealand might take to reduce its greenhouse gas 
emissions.Their second report "Transition to a low-carbon economy for New Zealand " 
was released in April. Read more 

Emerging Primary Industries Leaders Scholarship - The Ministry for Primary 
Industries, in conjunction with AGMARDT and Te Hono Movement, is calling for 
nominations for this award by the16th May.The purpose of the scholarship is to 
recognise the nominee who demonstrates the best potential to make a difference as a 
senior leader in the primary industries, and to support their continuing professional 
development. The scholarship is designed to enhance innovation, value add, and 
leadership across primary industries sectors. Nomination information here 

Afforestation Grant Scheme (AGS) - The MPI Investment programmes team 2016 
funding round of the AGS opened on 27 April and closes on 8 June 2016.To apply for 
funding or to find out more, please visit the MPI website. 

Nominations for Royal Society of New Zealand Awards and Medals 2016- Closing 
30 June. The medals and awards on offer this year are listed here. A web portal has 
been set up to receive new nominations for Medals and Awards. Please email 
the Academy if you wish to submit a nomination. 
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2016 Annual General Meeting of Primary ITO Tuesday 24th May Read more 

Simpson Grierson's Forestry News Update: 

 $6.9m for new Sustainable Farming Fund projects. 

 Forestry Industry Safety Council says safety performance still requires improvement. 

 Access dispute over paper road in rural Masterton continues. 

 Funding secured for alternate species research. 

 Business R&D spending increases. 

 Timberlink New Zealand invests $10 million in Blenheim sawmill’. Read more 

Third Annual GCFF Conference: ‘Management of Risk in Forestry 12 -13 May, 
Novotel Auckland 

The Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future Research (GCFF) programme has been 
running for two and a half years. At the outset, it set ambitious targets around raising the 
productivity of future forests and maximising the benefits from existing forests that will 
provide the wood sold into the domestic and international markets for the next 20 years 
at least. This conference will provide updates on key projects that are being undertaken 
within the overall GCFF programme and the implications for forest managers. 

While the main focus of the GCFF programme is on increasing the economic, 
environmental and social benefits provided by forests, doing so is not without risk. It is 
timely to remind ourselves of some of the risks involved in forestry and how these might 
impact on future decision making. Therefore, a focus for the conference is on this theme 
of risk management in forestry. A line-up of international and local speakers will give 
perspectives on risk management in light of some of the results that are coming out of 
the GCFF programme. Read more 

Annual Conference of the ‘Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future (GCFF)’ 
research programme and associated workshops. 

11 May 2016. Forest Genetics 101/Phenotyping workshop. 9 am – 1 pm, Auckland. 

11 May 2016. Phenotyping/LiDAR innovation cluster meeting. 2-4.30 pm, Auckland. 

12 May 2016. GCFF conference field trip (Riverhead and Woodhill forests) and dinner 
(Novotel, Auckland). 

13 May 2016. GCFF conference presentations. Novotel, Auckland. 

Agenda and online registration available 
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Advertisement 

 

RIVERSDALE AND MAKIRI HUB FORESTS - 2,135 HECTARES! 

CRAIGMORE FOREST ESTATE 

If you are looking for a quality forest in a well renown growing area then here is your 
chance. 

Real scale is offered with over 1600 hectares of young crop and a further 400 hectares 
of almost mature Radiata. 

The vendors have sold the balance of their estate so are looking to divest this final 
holding. 

For Sale by Tender. Closing Friday 13 May 2016 at 4.00pm. 

Contact Warwick Searle, 021 362 778 Or Jeremy Keating, 021 461 210 for further 
details. 
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SOME OF NEW ZEALAND’S BEST FORESTLAND 

OPEPE FOREST 

Here is a unique opportunity to secure the land only on this 721 hectare prime property 
located minutes from Taupo. There is a forestry right secured over the trees ensuring 
good rental cashflow until the land is gradually handed back after harvest. 

At that point the choice is yours – replant, a new enterprise, or landbank for the future? 

For Sale by Tender. Closing Thursday 19 May 2016 at 4.00pm. 

Call today for more details on what is truly a fantastic opportunity! 

Contact Warwick Searle, 021 362 778 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF.  
While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those 
producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation caused by the 
use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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