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President's Column 

 

It was with great pleasure I attended last week the Investiture Ceremony of two of our 
members, Andrew McEwen and Tony Groome. Andrew’s award was for services to 
forestry and Tony’s for services to search and rescue. It was fantastic to hear their 
citations read out by the Governor General and it made me realise we can all make a 
real difference to New Zealand. Furthermore it was pleasing to see forestry recognised 

as important to New Zealand.

 

I am not sure if Andrew’s is the first award for forestry in the New Zealand honours, but if 
not it must be one of only a handful. We should all congratulate Andrew on this award. 
Andrew, it is only a small recognition of the life long effort you have put into improving 
the New Zealand forest sector. 

I know there are more members out there who have worked tirelessly for our sector. It 
would be great to see more forestry people recognised for their efforts. If you have 
someone in mind as a possibility for a award please let me know. I would be more than 
willing to support a nomination. 

Speaking of awards, it is time to think about the Forester of the Year and the Kirk Horn 
award. If you have ideas of who should receive these awards please let me know. The 
Forester of the Year needs an nomination form completed (which can be found on the 
website) but the Kirk Horn is decided by a small panel of senior members. If you have 
someone in mind for the Kirk Horn, please contact me directly. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1397#employment


Whilst it was pleasing to see forestry recognised as important at Government House, it is 
frustrating to see forestry constantly treated as a second class citizen by the current 
Government. Therefore it was pleasing to see this week a draft report by Pure 
Advantage titles “Our Forestry Future.” I believe this will be launched next week. This 
report is calling for a national forestry strategy and makes statements like “we can make 
our country wealthier, and we can secure our nation against various risks, by expanding 
our forests ” and “It is in our national interest not only to start planning for “our forest 
future”, but to start planting our future forests now.” 

I encourage each of you to read the report when it comes out. Bring it to the attention of 
your local MP, your council, your local newspaper and everyone involved in forestry. 
Whilst its focus is on climate change it does recognise the additional benefits forestry 
brings to the country such as good health, clean streams and erosion control. This is an 
excellent start from a group which is listened to by the media and Government .NZIF will 
be using this as a platform to push the need for forests (of all types) within media, 
government, councils and the public. 

During the last week the Morgan Foundation put out a dating report of the ETS scheme. 
The report highlighted the use of “hot air” credits from Ukraine and Russia by New 
Zealand to meet its targets under Kyoto. In fact New Zealand was the largest per capita 
user of these credits which according to the Morgan Foundation were fraudulent, and 
provided no reduction in emissions at all. 

This is the crux of the matter. The purpose of the ETS is to reduce greenhouse gases. 
However this seems to have been forgotten by our Government. I attended the MfE and 
MPI brief on the current review in Rotorua and at the end I ask how any of the proposed 
changes would actually reduce greenhouse gases. We are fiddling while Rome burns. 
Our ETS has failed and will continue to fail to reduce greenhouse gases whilst there is 
Government interference and the greatest emitter is left out. Are we serious about 
reducing greenhouse gases in this country or are we happy to game the system to meet 
our obligations? At present the latter seems to be New Zealand’s position. 

We need more forests, especially permanent forests. The ETS has failed to deliver this 
and it will take a long time for foresters to have faith in the ETS and plant large scale 
forests. Instead I suggest we should be encouraging farmers to plant the 10 to 15% 
(according to Federated Farmers) of farm areas which are unproductive. As these are 
the back blocks and would be tricky to harvest and road I suggest much of the area 
should be planted into native (or other permanent) forests. As this land is already owned 
by the farmers there would be no need for land to be bought to be planted and hence 
land prices would not be pushed up.Agriculture should be brought into the ETS 
immediately and receive a 60% free allocation like other trade exposed sectors. In other 
words they would only have to pay for 40% of their emissions. This they could do by 
planting some of their farms. To encourage this to occur, perhaps the Government can 
offer rate rebates, free advice, seedlings or similar. 

My understanding is there is 11,000,000 hectares being used for grazing. 15% of this is 
1.65 million hectares. If this was all planted in native over the next 4 years then for the 
period 2021-2030 this area would remove 92.4Mt based on the current look up tables. 
According to the MfE slides New Zealand will need 235Mt of abatement over this 
period.If agriculture was in the ETS and they planted their unproductive areas then we 
would have achieved 40% of this without effecting land price at all. However if half the 
area could be planted in radiata then 289Mt of carbon would be removed, meeting New 



Zealand’s shortfall for the period without any need to game the system. Finally New 
Zealand would be doing their fair share. 

James Treadwell 

 

Institute News 

CNI Local Section Event 

Forest Resource Economics, Tuesday 17th May 2016 Read more 

Nelson Marlborough Local Section Event 

Precision forestry: What does hybrid physiological/mensurational modelling offer? 27th 
April 2016 Read more 

NZIF Submissions and Media Release 

NZIF's Submission for Freshwater Consultation 2016 Read more 

NZIF's Media Release on ETS Read more 

Flash Back! 

 

The Australian Forestry School was a great nursery for NZ forestry professionals. Here's 
3 of them. Stalwarts of the AFS rugby team in the Canberra Cup in 1950. They all 
started as technical trainees in the NZ Forest service in the early 1940's. 

Jim Spiers (left) NZIF member since 1957 ended his NZFS career running Kaingaroa 
Forest for 9 years, went on to set up and be Director of the Logging Industry Research 
Association for a further 9 years before retiring. 

Tony Grayburn (centre) NZIF member since 1948 went on to become Chairman and 
Director of NZFP Forest Ltd, and Chairman of LIRA. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1359#NZIFNews
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Event?Action=View&Event_id=203
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Event?Action=View&Event_id=201
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Article?Action=View&Article_id=1358
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Article?Action=View&Article_id=1363


John Groome (right) NZIF member since 1954 became Manager of Hawkes Bay Forests 
Ltd at Tutira and went on to set up the first Professional Forest consulting group in NZX, 
JG Groome & Associates who consulted widely in the Pacific, South East Asia and 
elsewhere. 

Each of them became president of the Institute of Foresters and are now Honorary 
members of the professional body and incidentally they are all over 90 years old. 

 

REMINDER JON DEY AWARD 

Last year, the Board of the NZIF Foundation called for donations for an award to be 
made in the name of the late Jon Dey. Some donations were received from Jon’s 
forestry colleagues and friends in order to supplement funds from the Dey family, Rotary 
Club of Wellington and others. 

The donations from forestry people have been disappointing, in view of the contributions 
that Jon made to a wide range of forestry activities. So I am making a final appeal to you 
all, before decisions are made on the size of the award that will be offered this year. 

The information below is a reminder on the purpose of the award and how you can make 
a donation. 

Purpose of Award:  
To assist research projects in the areas of work study or new technology aimed at 
improving forest engineering and harvest productivity. Projects need to be regarded as 
likely to be of practical application in New Zealand forestry. The research project must 
be undertaken at a recognised scientific institute or tertiary education institute in New 
Zealand under qualified supervision, and with demonstrated support from those working 
in the field of forest engineering and harvesting. 

Size and term of award:  
To be determined by the Foundation Board in association with members of the Dey 
family once the available funding is established. It is anticipated there could be one or 
more annual awards, made available over a few years 

Making Donations: If you wish to make a donation to the Foundation, payments are be 
made by: 

Cheque, Internet Banking - BNZ 02 1269 0014573 00, please remember to include your 
name in the details field. 

Enquiries: Can be emailed or phone (04) 974 8421. 

Andrew McEwen  
Chairperson, NZIF Foundation 

mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz


 

NZIF Conference 

Dunedin 30th August to 1st September 

To view the draft conference programme. Read more 

The 2016 NZIF conference in Dunedin is focused on providing professionals with 
information about the evolving market situation. In the Southern half of the South Island 
we have a long history of managing species alternative to radiata and alternate revenue 
streams from our forests. 

This year’s conference includes a session on Alternative Species and revenue options. 
In this session delegates will be informed on developments with essential oil production 
from wildings, freshwater aquaculture in forests, high altitude hybrid species, Manuka 
reestablishment and Southland’s significant hardwood resource. 

If you are interested in sponsoring this event. Please contact James or Read more 

NZIF 2016 Conference proudly sponsored by: 

Totara .....  

Awards Dinner .....  

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1359#conference
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=439
mailto:president@nzif.org.nz
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=429


AGM Drinks .....  

Rimu ..... .....  

Student Sponsorship .....  

 

Members Voice 

A Thank You 

The investiture ceremony at Government House on the morning of Thursday 14 th April 
was a special one for forestry and for friends and family of Tony Groome and me. Tony, 
an NZIF registered member, was there to receive the award of Member of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit (MNZIF) for services to search and rescue, while I was there for 
the award of Officer of the NZ Order of Merit (ONZM) for services to forestry. Among the 
guests we had been able to invite to share the occasion were NZIF President James 
Treadwell and Tony’s father John Groome, a Fellow and Honorary Member of NZIF. 

I congratulate Tony on his award. Many of you will be aware Tony has had a long term 
involvement with Search and Rescue, the fire service, Red Cross International and has 
assisted the police with a number of searches. 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1359#employment


I regard my award as recognition of the importance of forests and forestry to New 
Zealand and I felt privileged to be able to accept it. This was made possible through the 
support and encouragement of a great many people. Foremost amongst these is my 
wife Mary who has been with me since we met at Victoria University in 1965. My family 
has also supported me and it was special to have both our children and our oldest 
granddaughter and oldest grandson at the investiture. Then there are a host of friends 
and colleagues in the broader forestry sector, and particularly members of NZIF. 
Forestry has given me a lot and I have had no regrets about my choice of career, which 
started over 50 years ago. I hope to continue being involved for some years yet. 

So thank you to all those who have supported, encouraged and congratulated me, and 
please all take some of the credit. 

Andrew McEwen ONZM, FNZIF  
Registered Member 

A statistical ramble presents an historical analysis of sawn timber exports and the 
value of pruned log. 

Read more  
Paul Marshall 

 

In the News 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Forest Growers Levy 
Trust Inc will be held on Thursday 12 May 2016 at the Russley BNZ Partners Business 
Centre, Hurunui Room, Level 1, 5 Sir William Pickering Drive, Russley, Christchurch 
8053 commencing at 1.30pm. Actual Levy Payers are invited to attend the AGM. If you 
plan to attend this meeting please email admin@fglt.org.nz. 

2016 Annual General Meeting of Primary ITO Tuesday 24th May Read more 

Our Forest Future, is written in the spirit of getting us back in the running for the race to 
a green economy. It takes the view that we shouldn’t be a “fast follower” in the transition 
to a low-emissions world. Rather, we should be a “canny leader” - that is, we should 
follow where we must, but lead wherever we can - because by leading on the issues that 
affect us most, we will gain disproportionately from finding solutions. Read more 

Third Annual GCFF Conference: ‘Management of Risk in Forestry’, 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1675
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Article?Action=Edit&Article_id=1357#In the News
mailto:admin@fglt.org.nz
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http://pureadvantage.org/news/2016/04/22/our-forest-future/


12 - 13 May 2016, Novotel Hotel, Auckland Airport 

The Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future Research (GCFF) programme has been 
running for two and a half years. At the outset, it set ambitious targets around raising the 
productivity of future forests and maximising the benefits from existing forests that will 
provide the wood sold into the domestic and international markets for the next 20 years 
at least. This conference will provide updates on key projects that are being undertaken 
within the overall GCFF programme and the implications for forest managers. 

While the main focus of the GCFF programme is on increasing the economic, 
environmental and social benefits provided by forests, doing so is not without risk. It is 
timely to remind ourselves of some of the risks involved in forestry and how these might 
impact on future decision making. Therefore, a focus for the conference is on this theme 
of risk management in forestry. A line-up of international and local speakers will give 
perspectives on risk management in light of some of the results that are coming out of 
the GCFF programme. Read more 

Annual Conference of the ‘Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future (GCFF)’ 
research programme and associated workshops. 

11 May 2016. Forest Genetics 101/Phenotyping workshop. 9 am – 1 pm, Auckland. 

11 May 2016. Phenotyping/LiDAR innovation cluster meeting. 2-4.30 pm, Auckland. 

12 May 2016. GCFF conference field trip (Riverhead and Woodhill forests) and dinner 
(Novotel, Auckland). 

13 May 2016. GCFF conference presentations. Novotel, Auckland. 

Agenda and online registration available 

 

Advertisement 
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RIVERSDALE AND MAKIRI HUB FORESTS - 2,135 HECTARES! 

CRAIGMORE FOREST ESTATE 

If you are looking for a quality forest in a well renown growing area then here is your 
chance. 

Real scale is offered with over 1600 hectares of young crop and a further 400 hectares 
of almost mature Radiata. 

The vendors have sold the balance of their estate so are looking to divest this final 
holding. 

For Sale by Tender. Closing Friday 13 May 2016 at 4.00pm. 

Contact Warwick Searle, 021 362 778 Or Jeremy Keating, 021 461 210 for further 
details. 

 

mailto:warwick.searle@cbre.co.nz
mailto:jeremy.keating@cbre.co.nz


 

SOME OF NEW ZEALAND’S BEST FORESTLAND 

OPEPE FOREST 

Here is a unique opportunity to secure the land only on this 721 hectare prime property 
located minutes from Taupo. There is a forestry right secured over the trees ensuring 
good rental cashflow until the land is gradually handed back after harvest. 

At that point the choice is yours – replant, a new enterprise, or landbank for the future? 

For Sale by Tender. Closing Thursday 19 May 2016 at 4.00pm. 

Call today for more details on what is truly a fantastic opportunity! 

Contact Warwick Searle, 021 362 778 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF.  
While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those 
producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation caused by the 
use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 

 

mailto:warwick.searle@cbre.co.nz

