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President’s Column 

 

Today your council are meeting in person for the last time in 2015. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss strategy and goals for next year and beyond. Having just watched 
our AB’s succeed in their goal, I am left wondering what the goal should be for New 
Zealand forestry. 

Your council has done many good things for the membership. We have grown some 
local sections and restored others which were non-functioning. We have helped and 
promoted the New Zealand Forest Policy, which I hope will set a path for generations to 
come. We have advocated on a vast number of areas, and we are starting to be 
recognised as a voice for forestry. We are working on new awards for graduates and I 
hope to be able to announce a pretty special award in the near future. We are financially 
in a very sound position. 

But what should the one goal we aim for be? What is our Rugby World Cup? I am 
hopeful after our meeting we may have some ideas to put to membership, but in the 
mean time I would like to float one. 

New Zealand forestry is the second largest sector in New Zealand, with a vibrant 
workforce and an increasing role in our tertiary institute forestry departments by 2023 
(yes not the next world cup but the one after). 

This will only occur through the use of sound science, excellent government policy (lead 
by the New Zealand Forest Policy Project), networking to share and develop ideas, and 
listening to our experience. NZIF is in an excellent position to make this happen. 
However it will need all the membership, not just the Council. We all need to put aside 
our differences and work towards a common goal. 

I am sure the All Blacks are a diverse group of people, with different political leanings, 
religious beliefs, and back grounds. However they all unite behind one goal. I sometimes 
think our sector forgets who our competitors is. It should not be each other, manager vs 
manager, log exporter vs log exporter. Instead as a sector we should see our 
competitors as those other sectors within New Zealand who attract people and 
investment which should come to us; and the forest sectors in every other country which 
competes with us for market. 



We should aim to be the best. Hard to define but we need to. Anyone overseas looking 
for softwood should think New Zealand first. Any high school student wanting to get into 
rural business should think of forestry first. If the Government of the day is looking who 
to increase New Zealand’s profitability they should turn to forestry first. 

But we also need to get behind it. If we set a goal we all need to want to get there. We 
need strategies in place, commitment and back-ups. We need to plan for the ‘what if’s’ 
and we need to play our game and not just try to counter the competition. 

How do we get there, I am not really sure…I am hoping there is a Hanson out there 
among you who can show us the way. I would love to hear from you. 

 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

From the Administrators 

We hope you had an enjoyable Labour weekend last week - the newsletter is back on 
from this week and will run every Monday afternoon until Monday 7 December. 

The first newsletter for 2016 will be Monday 1 February. 

From the Registrar 

Registration Reviews 

The Board at its recent meeting approved the continuing Registration of the following: 

 Mr P Brown of Te Awamutu 

 Mr N Chandler of Auckland 

 Mr P Clark of Rotorua 

 Mr J Hornby of Nelson 

 Mr P Houston of Whangarei 

 Mr D Janett of Christchurch 

 Mr B Johnson of Auckland 

 Mr R Larcombe of Rotorua 

 Mr A Laurie of Waimate 

 Mr H Levack of Wellington 

 Mr A McEwen of Wellington 

 Mr C McMiken of Nelson 

 Mr P Silcock of Thames 

 Mr R Thompson of Auckland 

 Mr K Tsang of Auckland 

 Ms M Woods of Auckland 



Mike Marren 

Member’s Voice 

“Houston, we have a problem” 

I was pleased to see in the last Newsletter that NZIF Council are going to give priority to 
helping Local Sections become more effective. As one of the more active local sections, 
Canterbury is intending this week to run a meeting where the very experienced and witty 
(although he denies this) Peter Weir of Ernslaw One Ltd will talk on the Forestry National 
Environmental Standards. So far, with only 2 days to go before the meeting, we have 2 
members who have registered their intention to be there. I have no doubt that more will 
turn up on the day, but it is very disheartening to the organisers of such events, not to 
mention the permanent psychological damage to the speakers, when we get such a 
poor response from the membership we are trying to serve. 

We hold our meetings at the Forestry School, and even put on nibbles and drink, and 
have FREE entry for students, to try to entice them along. But usually very few students 
come along. How can we do better? Rien Visser, Professor of the Forest Engineering 
course at Canterbury University has suggested that the students are staying away in 
their droves because our meetings are too long. He says: “while they really enjoy the 
social interaction, and that the speakers and topics are interesting, the presentations 
take on the form of a very long lecture”. Good point, and now taken on board - thanks 
Rien for pointing this out, and to Peter for taking this on board. 

What else could Houston do? I think that they could make it compulsory for Registered 
Members to attend at least a percentage of the local section meetings as part of their 
further professional development. We have held some brilliant talks that were very 
poorly attended, and as an organiser, one starts to lose heart a bit. Are we just wasting 
our time? I hope not, but I am willing to retire from my role if necessary.  
Dennys Guild 
Wednesday 21 October 2015 

I think that moving the newsletter from a weekly to a monthly event is fairly drastic but in 
this day and age of mind-boggling progress in communications, the latter is inevitable.  
John Barber 
Thursday 22 October 2015 

As an overseas member, I really like getting the Newsletter. I enjoy reading the 
President’s column as it alerts me to the main issues being discussed in NZ and I also 
find it very useful seeing what topics are being discussed at local meetings. If there is 
something that comes up and I want to know more, I do some research on the internet 
or through the NZIF website. 

I hope the Newsletter keeps going!  
Guy Watt, Edinburgh 
Tuesday 22 October 2015 

Monthly for the newsletter? 

Relaxed about such a change, maybe wind back to fortnightly as an interim step. 



Good that I can now click through to the content of the newsletter, having to put a 
password in etc was creating drop off.  
Andrew Caddie 
Monday 19 October 2015 

Forest Policy Project (FPP) 

 

The Project Management Team (PMT) met in Auckland on 22nd October. The four 
Working Parties will complete their work in November and a Policy Working Group 
(comprising Andrew McEwen, Peter Berg and Craig Nelson) will commence work on the 
draft New Zealand Forest Policy document. The PMT held preliminary discussions about 
possible future phases of the FPP: 

 The Governance Group and councils of NZIF & FOA and other sector parties backing 

some form of "roadshow" enabling major stakeholders (growers, owners, managers, 

regulators) to consider and comment upon an early draft. 

 Feedback from the roadshow would be used to prepare a final draft which would be 

presented to all sector stakeholders and organisations. 

 Assuming the policy receives support from a majority of the sector it could then take to 

government officials and politicians. The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) could assist 

with this process and other moves to explain new policy to Government. FPP's 

Governance Group would manage this process; utilising their experience and contacts. 

 Some form of a “Forest Policy Guardians” body will be needed to foster the Policy 

through a regular updating process and to keep its importance before regulators and 

politicians, especially with future elections and changes to governing parties. 

 NZIF might be best placed to maintain the “FP Guardians”. This would include 

overseeing its establishment and occasionally appointing members. 



 The Guardians would meet at least annually and perhaps report to NZIF and other 

stakeholder organisations. They would also be responsible for instigating a formal policy 

review after a period (possibly each 5 years). 

An FPP Executive Committee of five has been delegated to be responsible for FPP 
financial administrative matters. 

Nigel Williams 

Events 

ASIF Local Section Event - Seminar: 'Perceptions of Forestry' 

Date: Wednesday 11 November, 5.30pm for a 6pm start  
Venue: Simpson Grierson Function Room, Level 27, the Lumley Centre, 88 Shortland 
Street, Auckland  
RSVP: Philip Elworthy 

The theme is all important for the forest sector's work towards preparing a robust Forest 
Policy for the Nation. Understanding how facets of the public perceive forestry is an 
important part of determining how the policy writers set out and phrase policy - and also 
how the sector could best fashion the promotion which will surround the release of the 
work of the Forest Policy Project Teams. 

Three speakers will each present different perspectives on the subject: 

 From the perspective of decision makers and politicians - thoughts presented by Tony 

Ryall; Simpson Grierson's special advisor on public policy and ex-MP; 

 From the perspective of farming and agriculture - Richard Gardiner lawyer and senior 

policy advisor to Federated Farmers; and 

 From the perspective of forest owners Paul Nicholls, Rayonier's Managing Director Asia 

Pacific Forestry Resources and Chairman of NZ Forest Owners Association 

Please diary the 'Perceptions of Forestry' Seminar now and send Philip Elworthy an 
RSVP. Car parks are available before 6pm by accessing the 8th floor from Emily Place 
and pressing the labelled button to speak to the Receptionists. 

NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Christmas Function 

Christmas function with guest speaker Alan Tinnelly - Cyclone Ita windthrow event and 
native log recovery on the West Coast. 

Date: Wednesday 2 December 2015, 4pm  
Venue: Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond  
RSVP: Angus Malcolm by Wednesday 25 November 

Cyclone Ita caused significant windfall damage to indigenous forests on the West Coast 
and Northern South Island. The scale of wind-blown forest was exceptional with 
40,000ha of forest on public conservation land affected. The quantity of wind fallen trees 
prompted a call for the timber to be recovered, with special legislation needed to be 
passed. 

mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
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Logging is currently underway. 

Alan, as Senior Technical Advisor for MPI overseeing operations, has a fantastic array of 
photos, and will provide a commentary on how it is all proceeding. This will be our last 
local section event for 2015, so all members and potential members are welcome to stay 
for a drink and nibbles afterwards. 

NZ Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015 

Date: Friday 11 December, from midday  
Venue: Trax Bar, Wellington Railway Station 

New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop 

Date: Tuesday 24 November 2015, 9am-3.30pm  
Venue: SCION, Rimu Room, Te Papa Tipu Innovation Park, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua  
Cost: This workshop is free of charge for the first 50 delegates who register; thereafter a 
fee of $30 per person will contribute towards catering. Sponsorships are welcome.  
To register or for more information: Carel Bezuidenhout 

SCION’s second Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop aims to (a) bring 
industry people up to date on various value chain ideas, trends and opportunities, (b) 
allow industry people to meet new connections and (c) help to shape SCION’s value 
chain optimisation research programme in order to deliver pertinent results. The 
workshop will have several talks and a few discussion sessions. Various industry 
general managers, researchers, supply chain managers, marketing managers, traders 
and government groups have indicated their interest to attend. 

Presentations include: 

 Adding value and minimising costs along the NZ forestry value chain - Dave Robertson 

(Nelson Forests Ltd) 

 Understanding different collaborative value creation strategies for the wood industry - 

Prof Hamish Gow (Massey University) 

 The top-end of the value chain; land-use, a balancing act - Dr Tanira Kingi (SCION) 

 Wood export opportunities to India – challenges and trends - Jacob Mannothra (Zindia) 

Full flyer here 

 

NZIF Canterbury Local Section 
Meeting Report 

On 22 October, 15 members listened to Peter Weir of Ernslaw One Ltd talk about the 
proposed National Environmental Standard for Forestry (NES). This standard has been 
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8 years in the making…so far…and still has a way to go. A major problem with the water 
plan for New Zealand is the deterioration in water quality being caused directly by dairy 
farming, the blue-eyed boy of the National government. Not all proposals are popular 
with the government. For instance, to meet the Tainui and Tu Wharetoa’s target of 
returning the Waikato River to a state suitable for swimming will require de-intensification 
of dairy farming in the Waikato, leading to a cost of $13billion per year in lost revenue 
from reduced milk production. 

In Canterbury, it takes 20 years for nitrates to filter through the soil, at 2 metres per 
annum, to reach an aquifer that is 40 metres underground. Thus, any improvements will 
take 20 years to show up in the ground water currently being extracted as drinking 
water, and in the meantime, the water quality will continue to degrade. 

Water quality tests by MfE have shown that Indigenous Forest gives the best overall 
results in terms of water quality (nitrates and water clarity) when compared with Exotic 
forestry, pastoral farming and Urban. Surprisingly, Exotic forestry gives a high level of 
dissolved phosphates, but Peter says that this is because the test sites are heavily 
weighted with data from Rotorua pumice country, and is not a fair average for the 
country. 

There has been an increase in freshwater biodiversity under threat from 20% to 80% 
from 1992 to 2013. Therefore, there is a strong emphasis on trying to encourage fish 
spawning and migration, particularly those species that are classed as endangered. 
There are calls for forestry to reduce its sediment yields at harvest “to maintain and 
enhance water quality”, and to culvert streams to stop fording of sensitive streams. Peter 
says that regulation of forestry is highly inconsistent between regions, and while 
Canterbury foresters may be wondering what all the fuss is about, their colleagues in 
some other regions are getting a hammering – hence the call by the industry for a 
common standard that we can all work under. 

Under the new NES foresters will need a resource consent if their proposed action – 
including afforestation and re-forestation – tips the activity above a certain “risk 
calculation level”. The risk calculation uses three tools – earthworks, harvesting and 
wilding risk. Permitted activities are not open slather. It will be a requirement that all 
harvesting and earthworks be notified to the relevant council. Material plan changes 
must also be notified to council. All operations must have an erosion and sediment 
action plan. 

We are still a long way from getting the NES into law.  
Dennys Guild 

ASIF Local Section 
Meeting Report 

Forest Eco Systems services presentation 
Richard Yao of Scion gave an excellent presentation on forest eco systems to the 
Auckland section on 21 October and was very well received. 

Richard brought the audience up to date on the range of ecosystem services Forests 
provide, how they could be valued and gave some very good examples of payments for 
these services offshore. It was very encouraging to hear that many of NZ’s local councils 



recognize the many benefits that forest provide outside wood production; erosion 
control, wildlife/bird habitat, recreation, water filtration, etc. 

This subject is very important for NZ forest owners. Putting a value on the Eco-systems 
benefits that forests provide is very important in making the right land use decisions 
going forward be it dairy, forestry or any other land use. Too often we look solely at the 
economic returns be it capital gain or cash return without looking at the really big picture 
of what the best overland use long-term. 

As an industry we must continue to support Scion and other industry participants in 
putting values on the ecosystems benefits forests provide, and ultimately find a way to 
pay for these benefits in some way to ensure we do make the right land use decisions. If 
we fail to do this, the ecosystem services that forests provide will be nationalized and will 
be taken for granted, free of charge, and we will not make the right land use decisions. 

Richard Yao is an enthusiastic presenter and an expert in this field. I encourage anyone 
that would like to know more about his presentation to please contact him directly. 
Rens Bosman 

Announcements 

A Worthy Cause 

Some of you may know Terry O’Neill, and some of you may remember his father, Mick 
O’Neill, who rose to the exalted rank of Director General of the NZ Forest Service - the 
fiery Irishman he was called, though not to his face, I suspect. Terry, who is the District 
Forester for Ashburton DC, fell out of a tree that he was topping for a mate and broke his 
back a few years ago. He has been left a paraplegic, and travels around in his wheel 
chair. He is a member of this Institute, and currently serves as Secretary/Treasurer of 
the active Canterbury Branch. 

Before his accident, Terry was running marathons. The accident has not put him off. He 
is now on his way to New York to run in the marathon in his wheelchair as a paraplegic. 
Terry has my utmost admiration for his mental strength, and I offered to publicise his trip 
so that anyone who feels likewise might consider contributing towards his trip. However, 
his request was that he would prefer for people to donate towards a charity that he has 
found to be most helpful to him in his rehabilitation. The name of the trust is the Catwalk 
Trust. 

NZIS Health and Safety Events 

Workplace Health and Safety Reform 

NZIS has already completed some overview workshops on Health and Safety and now 
we would like to bring you further follow-up training on the actual released changes to 
the Act. 

The Health and Safety Reform Bill has been passed by Parliament. It will come into 
effect on 4 April 2016. A final version of the new Bill can be seen here. 

NZIS member rates are available to NZIF members. 

mailto:Richard.Yao@scionresearch.com
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/TerryONeill
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/TerryONeill
http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/about/reform


  South AucklandVenue: Parnell Community Centre, Jubilee Building (Parnell Trust 

Venue Solutions) 545 Parnell Road, Parnell 
Date: 9 November, 7am-10am 

  North AucklandVenue: Takapuna Boating Club, 39 The Strand, Takapuna Beach 

Date: 9 November, 1.30-4.30pm 

  WhangareiVenue: Barge Showground - Members Room, Maunu Road, Maunu 

Date: 10 November, 7am-10am 

  Wellington - KapitiVenue: Lindale Lodge, 3-7 Ventnor Drive, Kapiti 

Date: 11 November, 9am-12noon 

  ChristchurchVenue: Riccarton Park, 165 Racecourse Road, Broomfield 

Date: 19 November, 12noon-3pm 

  QueenstownVenue: Novotel Queenstown Lakeside, Earl Street and Marine Parade, 

Queenstown 
Date: 20 November, 9am-12noon 
 
Workshop Outline 

  Context to the changes in Health and Safety 

  Timeline 

  Critical new /strengthened concepts: 

 PCBU - (PCBU means a person conducting a business or undertaking: whether the person 

conducts a business or undertaking alone or with others; and whether or not the business or 

undertaking is conducted for profit or gain). 

 Officer - especially due diligence obligation 

 Worker 

 Sphere of influence - linked to nature of business or undertaking and not limited by employment 

or commercial contract. 

 Safety in design - whole of life 

 Focus on occupational health - especially asbestos 

 Lone/remote working 

 Move from hazard to risk 

 Worker participation 

 New penalties (not just financial) 

  Case studies (2x20 minutes) of how this will impact on companies 

  The SME governance perspective 

  Discussion and forumPresenter 

In conjunction with the Institute of Directors this Health and Safety event will be 
presented by Mike Cosman CMIOSH, MinstD of CosmanParkes. 

Flyer and event links here 

NZ Dryland Forests Initiative Hawke’s Bay Seminar 

Field Visit and Evening Presentations 
‘Ground-durable eucalypts: a new forestry opportunity’ seminar 

https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/Attachment?Action=Download&Attachment_id=1569


This seminar is aimed at all Hawke’s Bay landowners with an interest in sustainable, 
innovative land use, including sheep and beef farmers, vineyard owners/managers and 
organic or low-input farmers. 

Date: Wednesday 4 November 2015  
Venue: Havelock North Community Centre  
Time: 1.30 afternoon field visit; 5.30pm meal; 6.30pm presentations  
Cost: $35 for meal 

Please register and make payment if applicable by October 29 2015 to:  
Mandy Mitchell, or NZDFI, c/- MRC, Private Bag 1007, Blenheim 7240 

For further information, contact:  
Harriet Palmer; 021 02532529 or Paul Millen; 021 662147 

See attached flyer for more information and the full programme here 

Request 

I am studying towards a Vocational Bachelor Degree in Landscape design and Forestry 
(Advanced Levels + 3 studies years) in France. I am looking for an internship in another 
country, to enrich my experience and my knowledge, during 12 or 16 weeks from end of 
March 2016. 

Can any or your members propose me an internship, or if you have addresses to be 
recommended to me to make my request? 

I am enclosing my Curriculum Vitae and my covering letter . If you require any further 
information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mathilde Brodut 

 

ForestTECH 2015 

Showcasing new developments in mobile applications, communications, remote sensing 
and cloud-based systems to improve forest planning, management and operations 

Date: 18-19 November 2015  
Location: Distinction Rotorua Hotel, Rotorua, New Zealand 
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Date: 24-25 November 2015  
Location: Bayview Eden Melbourne, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia 

ForestTECH 2015 will provide local forestry companies with a timely overview of data 
collection tools, systems for better managing and analysing this information and forestry 
apps that have been developed, are available, and are adding value to forestry 
companies around the world right now. 

Full details on the programme for each venue and registration are now available via the 
ForestTECH website. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount on the ForestTECH registration rate, once 
early-bird registrations have closed. Please email Jay for the discount code. 

Scion: Developing best practice for steepland forestry 

Date: 11-12 November 2015  
Location: Gisborne 

Plantations established on steepland are a relatively common sight in New Zealand, but 
the effective management of these forests is challenged by the inherent difficulties of 
working in this terrain. The development of specialised equipment has overcome some 
of these problems, but many steepland management practices still need to be improved, 
particularly in relation to erosion and debris flow. Scion scientists are actively 
researching methods to improve this situation, and are seeking to engage with 
landowners and other forestry stakeholders who are involved with steepland forestry. To 
facilitate this process, Scion is holding an open workshop to provide a forum for 
discussion around the current state of steepland forest management, and the options 
available for future improvements. A field trip will be held on the first day of the 
workshop, and the second day will focus on options to put the issues discussed on day 
one into viable practice. This event is free, but registration using the link below is 
necessary for the event organisers to manage transportation and other logistical issues. 

For more information contact Duncan Harrison , phone 07 343 5848, or visit this website. 

Request 

I am doing a bit of research into early tree introductions into New Zealand, in particular 
Pinus pinaster, which was introduced as a potential timber tree in the 19th century. I was 
wondering if anyone had any further information on this to help me with my research. I 
know the species is still used in Europe in commercial forestry but wondered if it has 
ever been tried here for commercial use and if it was still planted? 

In addition I am keen to find out when plantation forestry of native species started in 
New Zealand. I recall there were some early kauri plantations in Northland in the 1920’s 
and 30’s. 

If any of your members had any information on the above it would greatly assist my 
research and presentation. 

Mike Oates 
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SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop 

The SNI Wood Council in conjunction with the National Biosecurity Capability Network is 
holding a biosecurity workshop to: 

1. Provide the forestry sector in the SNI generally with an understanding of the National 
Biosecurity Capability Network and how it operates; 

2. Provide the Network with key contact points within the SNI forestry sector in the event 
there is a biosecurity response in the region. 

Date: Friday 20 November  
Time: 10am - 3pm. Lunch will be provided  
Venue: ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, Palmerston North  
Interested parties: Senior managers, protection managers & GIS operators from forestry 
companies; owners and managers of private woodlots, particularly larger scale 
operators; and contractors who supply services to forestry companies.  
Purpose: The workshop is to enable understanding of how the NCBN works, who is 
involved, the internal structures, roles and responsibilities, payments for costs incurred 
and to identify areas where improvements can be made. 

This will be followed by a forestry related case study so that participants can better 
understand how a real life incursion response might play out. 

RSVP: Geoff Cameron, by Friday 6 November, CEO Southern North Island Wood 
Council (Inc), telephone 027 4450892 

Research at Scion 

Revitalising New Zealand communities through forest establishment 

Using forest establishment to revitalise the environmental, social and economic health of 
small New Zealand communities 

In 2012, Scion’s Forest Systems Team carried out an investigation into the factors 
causing the decline of the environmental and social health in the Waiapu Catchment, 
located on New Zealand’s East Coast. This research found that historic deforestation 
was driving massively increased erosion and nutrient loss, degrading both land and 
water quality. This environmental degradation eventually translated into significant 
economic and social decline as the capacity of the land to support the local community 
deteriorated. This process was predicted to be accelerated by climate change, which 
would further enhance land degradation. It was recommended that a reforestation 
programme be initiated to help restore this community. 

The outcomes of this project were accepted by various national and local bodies, and 
have become part of a recently announced 100-year partnership between the Ministry 
for Primary Industries, Te Runanga o Ng?ti Porou and Gisborne District Council to 
restore the health of the Waiapu Catchment. As recommended by the Scion team, 
establishing new radiata pine plantations on the highly erodible land is a key priority for 
the partnership, as this will to reduce soil degradation and provide new sources of 
employment within the community. This combination of environmental, social and 
economic research carried out by Scion is now considered a model to identify 
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opportunities to maintain and improve the way of life in small communities around New 
Zealand. 

Website link here. 

NZ Farm Forestry Association Wairarapa Branch Field Day 

Radiata pine - trials past and present in Wairarapa forests 

Date: Saturday 7 November, 9am-4pm 

We have a fantastic field day planned, involving a tour through Juken NZ’s Wairarapa 
forests - one of the Wairarapa’s biggest forest estates, with a forest history going back to 
Forest Service days. We are very grateful to Juken NZ for hosting this day. We will visit 
a range of trials within the forests - some well-established, some very new, and hear 
about what has been learnt and where to next for radiata pine breeding. We will learn 
about Juken NZ’s forest management, including their use LiDAR technology for forest 
mapping and management, and recent introduction of durable eucalypts into their 
plantation mix. We will also see some great countryside, and travel on roads rarely open 
to the public. All welcome for a fascinating, informative and scenic day! 

Full programme here . 

RSVP: Harriet Palmer; 021 02532529 
Contact: Stu Orme; 06 370 2068 for more information. 

Research at Scion 

Understanding more about the New Zealand small block estate 

Scion wants to get in touch with small block owners to improve the state of knowledge 
regarding the size, condition and future of the woodlots around New Zealand 

Scion has recently started a programme to more accurately catalogue information about 
the privately owned small block radiata pine estate in New Zealand. These blocks are 
generally planted on more fertile sites than the larger forest blocks established by 
forestry companies, and are therefore better sources of data for identifying the drivers of 
radiata pine productivity and the limits of site carrying capacity under these conditions. 
This information will be of value across the whole sector, as it is likely to allow better use 
of marginal land as well. To start this process, a series of simple questions has been 
produced: 

 What size (ha) is your stand and when was it planted? 

 Who manages the stand? 

 What is the prime purpose of the stand? (e.g. milling the timber; carbon crop; hunting 

block; erosion control) 

 At what rotation age will you harvest your radiata? 

 Are you planning to replant radiata, or something else? 

 If your stand is less than 10 years old, are you likely to prune and thin your stand? 

 Has your stand been assessed for wood quality, or will it be assessed, prior to harvest? 

 Are you planning any pre-harvest inventory and, if so, what would that involve? 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/publications/scion-connections/healthy-land,-healthy-rivers,-healthy-people
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If you are willing to provide any information on your radiata block, please contact Karen 
Bayne. 

Scion - 2015 International Year of Soils Seminar Series 

Date: A series of ten seminars held every Friday from 11 September 2015, 3-4pm  
Location: Commerce Lecture Room 1, Lincoln University 

Lincoln University is hosting a series of seminars outlining various aspects of soil 
research conducted in New Zealand. There have been many talks of interest, including 
how plants and soil organisms interact during the development of an ecosystem (16 
October), plus the final talk on the role of earthworms in soil function (13 November). 
The seminar series is free and no registration is necessary, so if you are in the 
Canterbury region, or passing through from September to November, please have a look 
at the seminar schedule provided on their website. 

 

Forestry News Update 

TPPA may open doors for processed wood products 

The removal of tariffs on logs and wood products across the 12 countries of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) has been welcomed by NZ's forest and wood processing 
industries. Wood Council chair, Bill McCallum, speculated that this represents a NZ$9 
million saving. Mr McCallum said that while that amount was not huge in the context of 
the trade, the wider benefits of the TPP Agreement for the industry would flow from the 
reduction and elimination of non-tariff barriers.  
Link to Article 

NZTA offer safety app for small businesses 

The NZ Transport Agency has extended the reach of its "Zero Harm" mobile app to 
NZTA contractors and industry partners. The Zero Harm app promotes health and safety 
across all work places, by providing an easy-to-use real-time reporting tool for health 
and safety incidents. Since it was launched in January, the app has been downloaded 
more than 5,700 times.  
Link to Article 

Forest owners welcome border levy 

The Minister for Primary Industries and Minister for Customs have announced plans to 
introduce a new clearance levy on passengers visiting New Zealand. The funds from the 
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levy will be used to improve border biosecurity. Dave Cormack of the Forest Owners 
Association commented that is it important that those who benefit from New Zealand's 
farms, orchards and parks contribute to the costs of biosecurity. The levy comes into 
effect on 1 January 2016 and will be $18.76 (+GST) for air travellers and those arriving 
and departing on private craft, and $22.80 (+GST) for cruise passengers.  
Link to article 

Scion's annual report highlights the role of forestry in regional growth 

The Crown research institute Scion has released its annual report, in which research has 
highlighted the increased contribution planted forests can have to national and regional 
economic development. Scion's chair Tony Nowell said that more forestry-based 
products and the creation of regional jobs would result from an increased emphasis on 
integrating forests with other land uses.  
Link to article 

Labour Party says Worksafe can't afford to prosecute 

The New Zealand Council of Trade Unions has successfully prosecuted forestry firm 
M&A Cross following the death of Charles Finlay in 2013. Worksafe had earlier declined 
to take action. The Labour Party's labour spokesperson Iain Lees-Galloway says that 
Worksafe's failure to prosecute is due to a lack of funds, and that Worksafe staff may 
need assistance assessing which cases to prosecute.  
Link to article 

Drones in use for forestry compliance checks 

Officers of Marlborough District Council have been deploying drones to check in on 
forestry blocks, as part of compliance testing. The drones can capture footage of areas 
not otherwise accessible by foot, and have been trialled by the Council's Environmental 
Protection Officers to aid with identifying environmental hazards. Footage from the 
drones identified fill material in waterways that had resulted from poorly constructed 
stream crossings. The Council is informing forestry managers before monitoring sites 
with drones.  
Link to article 

DOC funding waterway restoration 

$180,000 in funding will be provided over the next three years to the Million Metres 
Streams Project. The Department of Conservation, partnered with its Community 
Conservation Partnership Fund, will work to help with the planting of native species 
along NZ's waterways. The Million Metres Streams Project is NZ's first conservation 
crowdfunding website, which takes donations from community and corporate groups, as 
well as individuals to fund the restoration initiative.  
Link to article 
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This publication has been prepared for the purposes of general information and 
reporting current events, and does not constitute legal advice. Simpson Grierson will not 
be liable in any way for any use of or reliance on the publication content. Simpson 
Grierson is not associated with and is not responsible for the content on any websites 
referred to, and disclaims all liability relating to use of such websites and their content. 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

 NZ Dryland Forests Initiative Hawke’s Bay Seminar, Field Visit and Evening 

Presentations: ‘Ground-durable eucalypts: a new forestry opportunity’, to register 

email Mandy Mitchell - 4 November 2015 

 Scion International Year of Soils Seminar Series, 3pm, Commerce Lecture Room 1, 

Lincoln University - 6 November and 13 November 2015 

 NZ Farm Forestry Association Wairarapa Branch Field Day, Radiata pine - trials past 

and present in Wairarapa forests, contact Stu Orme for info or Harriet Palmer to RSVP 

- 7 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, South Auckland, Parnell Community Centre, 7am-10am 

- 9 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, North Auckland, Takapuna Boating Club 1.30-4.30pm - 9 

November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Whangarei, Barge Showground - Members Room, 7am-

10am - 10 November 2015 

 ASIF Local Section Seminar 'Perceptions of Forestry', Simpson Grierson Function 

Room, Level 27, the Lumley Centre, 88 Shortland Street, Auckland, 5.30pm, RSVP 

to Philip Elworthy - 11 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Wellington - Kapiti, Lindale Lodge, 9am-12noon - 11 

November 2015 

 Developing good practice for steepland forestry, Workshop and field day in 

Gisborne, website - 11-12 November 2015 

 ForestTECH, Distinction Hotel, Rotorua, website - 18-19 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Christchurch, Riccarton Park, 12noon-3pm - 19 

November 2015 

 SNI Wood Council - NBCN Biosecurity Workshop, ANZ Lounge, Manawatu Golf Club, 

Palmerston North, RSVP to Geoff Cameron - 20 November 2015 

 NZIS Health and Safety Event, Queenstown, Novotel Queenstown Lakeside, 9am-

12noon - 20 November 2015 

 New Zealand History of Science conference, email Rebecca Priestley - 23-24 November 

2015 

 New Zealand Forestry Industry Value Chain Optimisation Workshop, 9am-3.30pm, 

SCION, Rimu Room, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua, $30pp (first 50 registrations free), 

contact Carel Bezuidenhout - 24 November 2015 

 ForestTECH, Bayview Eden, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia, website - 24-25 

November 2015 

 Scion Product Quality Improvement Innovation Cluster meeting, 9.45am - 4.15pm, 

Rotorua, information and registration here - 25 November 2015 
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 NZIF Nelson/Marlborough Local Section Christmas function with guest speaker Alan 

Tinnelly, 4pm, Arthur Wakefield, 294 Queen St, Richmond, RSVP to Angus Malcolm - 2 

December 2015 

 Forest Service Christmas Drinks 2015, from midday, Trax Bar, Wellington Railway 

Station - 11 December 2015 

 Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 March 2016 

 ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, email - 16 March 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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