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President’s Column 

 

The Land and Water Forum (LAWF) has been charged by Government with building a 
consensus amongst stakeholders over the use and protection of New Zealand’s water 
resources. At the same time the Government is pouring millions of dollars into doubling 
the export return of agricultural commodities, honouring commitments made under the 
Treaty of Waitangi to restore degraded waterways and trying to maintain the tourist 
drawcard of New Zealand as clean green Middle Earth. 

Concerns expressed by NZIF over the growing disconnect between official rhetoric and 
New Zealand’s environmental reality are increasingly reflected in comments by other 
organisations. The Morgan Foundation’s Geoff Simmons, the Commissioner for the 
Environment, and other independent commentators are convinced New Zealand’s 
system of regulation and indirect subsidy is leading to unsustainable management of 
New Zealand’s environment. 

The LAWF's latest discussions has focused on riparian areas as a means of protecting 
water quality. The National Environmental Standards for forestry requires the forest 
industry to maintain at least a 10 metre setback from water. The expectation is it will trap 
sediment and vegetation will shade the water and provide habitat. 

However some in LAWF are suggesting a grass strip of a few metres is all which is 
needed to trap nutrients and sediment from agricultural land. How anyone believes this 
would suffice is beyond me. Assuming a grass strip works, (rather than the dirty water 
running along the strip in a flood to the lowest point and becoming point source 
discharge), the underlying assumptions need to be examined. If this grass strip can stop 
nutrients and soil from the paddock entering a stream, surely they must be building up 
within the strip. Will this build up result in localised excess nutrient and consequential 
percolation of soluble nitrate below the root zone into adjacent water? 

If nutrient doesn’t leach it seems inevitable it must build up in some sort of 
nutrient/sediment/grass root matt to a size and volume until it reaches the point it slumps 
into the water. This could happen bit by bit or en masse at the next flood event. In either 
case it is lost from New Zealand’s productive base and adds to the contaminant load in 
New Zealand waterways. 



And what of the shading, deemed a critical requirement for forest streams? Greater 
diurnal temperature fluctuation in streams draining pasture will alter the stream biota and 
increase the susceptibility to algal blooms. If this is acceptable for agriculture it should, 
logically, also be acceptable for forestry. I do not believe it is acceptable for forestry, 
and, using the same logic, therefore it should not be acceptable for agriculture. 

Land use choices are being distorted as a result of differential regulation of land. We will 
soon know to what consensus LWAF members come. The prevailing mind-set seems to 
be preventing ‘conversions’ is all that is needed. Maybe this is a logical approach if you 
think good environmental outcomes will be achieved by rewarding polluters and 
penalising land uses which benefit the environment. 

My understanding is the RMA is intended to be applied fairly and without favouritism. If 
this is correct it is difficult to believe riparian protection of agricultural streams doesn’t 
need to be the same as for forestry. 

LWAF can maintain and improve New Zealand’s natural water quality by recommending 
the same riparian requirements of setback and vegetation as prescribed in the NES for 
forestry or they can recommend lesser requirements for agriculture and add to New 
Zealand’s grubby secret; New Zealand water quality is of less importance than the 
production of food and profit. 

 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

NZIF Foundation Awards 

 

The Board of the NZIF Foundation was delighted to announce four awards at the NZIF 
Conference Awards Dinner, held at Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington on 10 August 2015. 

The awards were: 

First prize of $800 in the Student Poster Competition at the NZIF Conference went to 
Adrian Loo, a 4th year B.Sc. Forestry Honours student at Canterbury University, for his 
poster on working hours in the New Zealand forestry sector. 

A University Undergraduate Scholarship of $1000 was awarded to Ryan Drummond, a 
4th year Bachelor of Forestry Science student at the University of Canterbury. 



The Frank Hutchinson Scholarship of $1000 for a postgraduate student was awarded to 
Virginia Christians, a Master of Supply Chain Management at Massey University, whose 
thesis topic is on cooperative competition in logistics activities in log exporting. 

Dr Peter Edwards, a post-doctoral researcher at Lincoln University, received the 
Chavasse Travel Award of $3,500. Peter will be travelling to Belarus to teach a course in 
land use governance and develop a forest policy teaching and research programme, 
which he expects to deliver at Lincoln. 

The Foundation was established to advance education in forestry in New Zealand 
through the provision of grants, scholarships and prizes in forestry related education, 
training and research. It is a registered charity and donations to it are eligible for tax 
rebates. Enquiries regarding donations to assist the Foundation to make more and 
larger awards should contact foundation@nzif.org.nz. 

NZ Journal of Forestry 

The latest journal issue is now online, including Inter-rotational forest planning on steep, 
fragile country and Forests and erosion protection - getting to the root of the matter 

Volume 60, issue 2, 2015, can be found here. 

CPD Points - Note from the Administrators 

As we are learning all the ins and outs of the new website, we have been working hard 
to set up automatically adding CPD points that you have earned to your profile. 

If you will be attending one of your local section events, you will be able to register via 
the website in order for the CPD points to be automatically added to your profile. You still 
need to register for the event via the organisers, (and pay them if required). If you have 
any questions please ask Jay. 

In addition, any CPD points that were missing from your profile that you had added 
between June 2014 and May 2015 should now be back. Please check and let us know if 
this is not the case. 

Thank you for your patience as we set this all in place! 

Member’s Voice 

http://www.nzjf.org/contents.php?volume_issue=j60_2


 

I was an attendee at the recent NZIF conference on 10 August for the FPP session. At 
the end of the afternoon session, the idea of a “vision statement” to support the policy 
(or the policy supports the vision) was discussed and Craig Nelson who was running the 
structured discussion at the time said if we had any thoughts later on to pass them 
along. 

I was thinking about a vision for Forestry in New Zealand and was reminded that almost 
every time I stand up to talk about Forestry, I have to say “it is New Zealand’s third 
biggest export earner”. What if the vision for Forestry is to be “the number one export 
earner for New Zealand by 2115”. We used to be number one and a vision like this gives 
structure to the underlying policy and helps to define the goals. 

Forestry sits behind both Dairy and Tourism, so I also saw an opportunity for Forestry 
and Tourism to have greater collaboration around the recreational “ecosystem services” 
provided by forests. 

Finally the idea that Forestry is “a safe industry to work in” should be a strong driver as 
well. 

Overall, I thought the statement “Forestry is Growing New Zealand” has strong literal, 
economic and industry connotations and could sum up an overarching vision and policy 
for the next 100 years. 

Emily Telfer 
Scientist, Forest Genetics Team, Scion 

Events 

WPMA - Long Term Strategic Vision 



Date: 5.30pm Wednesday 16 September 
Venue: Rayonier Matariki Forests, Level 5, 32-34 Mahuhu Crescent, Auckland 
RSVP: Please RSVP to Philip Elworthy by Monday 14 September 

WPMA has been introducing its “Renewing New Zealand” initiative to business 
audiences around the country and has been highlighting what the wood industry 
contributes to each region. The message that “we are well worth a closer look” has 
resonated well, not just with WPMA members who present their story to the region they 
operate in, but to the much wider audience that attends. The CEO of the Chamber of 
Commerce in the Wairarapa told WPMA at the meeting in Masterton “You guys have a 
fantastic story. An unparalleled story of sustainability and productivity. But you are way 
too quiet about”. 

A core part of the meetings has been a presentation by WPMA CEO Jon Tanner, in 
which he presents the vision and rattles off a wealth of statistics about the current and 
potential contribution of the wood industry to New Zealand’s regional and national 
economy, and to the environment. In one of the sessions the focus was on “we are the 
pollution solution”. The discussions have included energy, particularly the little publicised 
statistics on renewable energy use in the wood processing sector. This is your chance to 
hear Jon describe the WPMA vision of the future. 

Even die hard foresters have been impressed with the impact of the regional meetings 
as WPMA has avoided the “we just talk to ourselves” syndrome. This is your opportunity 
to see what is turning out to be a hugely effective promotional effort. 

An NZIF night not to be missed - you will regret not being there when you hear others 
waxing lyrical after the event. 

Joint NZIF/APPITA dinner 

Date: 6pm Tuesday 22 September 2015 
Venue: Copthorne Hotel, Rotorua 

You are invited to the joint Central North Island NZIF/APPITA annual dinner and 
technical meeting on 22 September at the Copthorne Hotel in Rotorua. We are excited 
to announce that we have three exceptional speakers confirmed for the evening who will 
provide insight and comment on the future of the forest and wood processing sector in 
the Central North Island. 

 Paul Pedersen (CEO of the Pedersen Group) will give an overview of the Lumbercube 

development in Rotorua and its impact on the forest industry and the region. 

 John Galbraith will provide an update on the progress towards the implementation of the 

Bay of Connections Forest & Wood Processing Strategy and discuss the Bay of Plenty 

regional growth study. 

 Warren Parker (CEO of Scion) will complete the evening by providing his thoughts on 

the future of the forest industry. 

We hope that you can join us for what is sure to be a fascinating and enjoyable evening. 
Please register with Karen Clarke by 16 September and feel free to contact Jonathan 
Dash with any queries. 

Full flyer here. 

mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:appita.nz@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jonathan.dash@scionresearch.com
mailto:jonathan.dash@scionresearch.com
http://www.nzif.org.nz/Folder?Action=View%20File&Folder_id=1&File=Appita%20NZIF%20Flyer%202015.pdf


The Great ASIF Forestry Debate 

Date: 5.30pm Wednesday 23 September 
Venue: The Horse & Trap, 3 Enfield Street, Mount Eden, Auckland 
RSVP: Philip Elworthy by Wednesday 16 September 

After two years of intensive preparation and planning ASIF are pleased to give notice of 
the second Great ASIF Forestry Debate - the debate where forest science and logic play 
very little part but where the strength of an argument based on entertainment and wit is 
likely to carry the day. Team Liley will be taking the affirmative stance on the motion 
“That research and development on alternative species is a waste of resources” with 
Team Parrish arguing that it is not. 

Table wine and finger food will be provided with a small door charge of $20 per person. 
A cash bar will also be available. 

Prepare your work team for a night of frivolity, science, nonsense and nouse. 

Announcements 

 

Forest Growers Research Conference 2015 

Date: Wednesday 14 October 2015 
Venue: Rutherford Hotel, Trafalgar Square, Nelson 
Registrations close: Wednesday 7 October 2015 

We are now approaching the second anniversary of the Forest Grower Levy funded 
research programme. The programme aims to increase forest profitability, reduce risk 
and ensure the industry’s licence to operate is protected. 

The second Forest Growers Research Conference will report back on the results from 
these research programmes and how these results can be applied by forest owners, 
large and small, to achieve these ends. 

Learn about the research programmes being funded by the levy, the results to date and 
how you as a forest grower can use these results to: 

  Achieve better financial returns from new and existing forests 

mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com


  Improve the health and resilience of your forests to pests and diseases 

  Maintain our industry ‘licence to operate’ 

 

Come along and benefit from this significant investment in the future of the forest 
growing industry by the Forest Growers Levy Trust. 

Registration and more information here. 

Members sought for Forest Levy Board 

Nominations are open for members of the Forest Growers Levy Trust board. There are 
vacancies for two members, representing owners of large forests and one representing 
owners of smaller forests. 

This is the first election since a commodity levy was applied to harvested plantation logs 
in January 2014. The levy raised $7.96 million in 2014 for activities that benefit all forest 
owners, including research, forest health, safety and training. 

“Half of the six elected board members have retired this year after only one year in 
office. This sets in motion a rotational retirement policy for directors that will see half 
their number retiring every second year after a four-year term,” says trust chair Geoff 
Thompson. 

Nominations opened on 1 September and close on 18 September. Anyone who owns a 
“qualifying forest” – 4 ha or more, planted before 1 October 2003 – is allowed to 
nominate or second a candidate and to vote in the election that follows. 

“I strongly urge forest owners to participate in this process,” Thompson says. “The Trust 
has funded some excellent work in its first 18 months that is of benefit to all, but it is 
essential that individual levy payers understand and are involved in the work we are 
doing on their behalf." 

To make a nomination, or for more information, visit the Forest Voice website. 

ForestTECH 2015 

Showcasing new developments in mobile applications, communications, remote sensing 
and cloud-based systems to improve forest planning, management and operations 

Date: 18-19 November 2015 
Location: Distinction Rotorua Hotel, Rotorua, New Zealand 

Date: 24-25 November 2015 
Location: Bayview Eden Melbourne, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia 

Since the first event ran in late 2007, the Forest Industry Engineering Association’s 
(FIEA) ForestTECH series has firmly established itself as the principal technology event 
for showcasing new technologies for forest owners and technical foresters every year in 
Australasia. 

ForestTECH 2015 will provide local forestry companies with a timely overview of data 
collection tools, systems for better managing and analysing this information and forestry 

http://www.research.nzfoa.org.nz/forest-growers-annual-research-conference-2015
https://12224-console.memberconnex.com/www.forestvoice.org.nz


apps that have been developed, are available, and are adding value to forestry 
companies around the world right now. 

In addition to the FIEA conference, a short workshop on forestry GIS is being run by 
Scion on the afternoon of the second day for Rotorua ForestTECH 2015 delegates. 

Full details on the programme for each venue and registration are now available via the 
ForestTECH website. 

NZIF members are entitled to a discount on the ForestTECH registration rate, once 
early-bird registrations have closed. Please email Jay for the discount code. 

ForestWood 2016 

Date: 16 March 2016 
Venue: SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre 
Registration: opens October 2015 

A pan-industry conference being jointly hosted by Forest Owners Association (FOA), 
Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association (WPMA), Forest Industry Contractors 
Association (FICA) and supported by Woodco and NZ Farm Forestry Association 
(NZFFA). 

This is the fourth time that these organisations have held a joint conference which builds 
on the successes of previous individual and combined industry events/conferences 
which have attracted world class speakers and presenters. 

Contact email here; website here. 

Scion - 2015 International Year of Soils Seminar Series 

Date: A series of ten seminars held every Friday from 11 September 2015, 3-4pm 
Location: Commerce Lecture Room 1, Lincoln University 

Lincoln University is hosting a series of seminars outlining various aspects of soil 
research conducted in New Zealand. Of principal interest to foresters is a presentation 
discussing the importance of soil to the sustainability of the intensification of the New 
Zealand forestry sector, given by Scion scientist Simeon Smaill, on 2 October. However, 
many other talks will also be of interest, including how plants and soil organisms interact 
during the development of an ecosystem (16 October) and the role of earthworms in soil 
function (13 November). The seminar series is free and no registration is necessary, so 
if you are in the Canterbury region, or passing through from September to November, 
please have a look at the seminar schedule provided on the website. 

http://foresttech.events/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:info@forestwood.org.nz
http://forestwood.org.nz/
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/calendar-events/2015-international-year-of-soils-seminar-series


 

In the News 

NZ ag model makes us a 'massive dairy farm for China' - researchers 

Full article here. 

An article in the major journal PLOS ONE found that offering farmers financial incentives 
to lessen environmental impacts, by taking measures like slashing fertiliser use and 
sparing land for conservation, had a positive effect on areas such as greenhouse gas 
reduction and increased biodiversity. 

The authors used New Zealand as a case study for measuring the benefits of mitigation 
and subsidy schemes - and one author was quoted in press material saying much of the 
country had been "transformed into a massive dairy farm for China" as a result of having 
little of them. 

It went on to argue that this "laissez-faire approach to the agricultural sector does little to 
safeguard the environment". 

New Zealand researchers approached for comment have rejected that assertion. 

Foresters bailing out of ‘failed’ ETS scheme 

Full article here. 

The ETS 'fiasco' has sent NZ's forestry crop backwards, foresters tell Rob Tipa. 

When the ETS was introduced in 2008 it was sold to the New Zealand public as the 
country taking responsibility for its carbon emissions under the Kyoto Protocol and 
making an international commitment to reduce those emissions by 2020. 

Initially, forest owners embraced the scheme with both hands, actively encouraged by 
the Government to register their forests and claim the annual carbon credits they were 
entitled to. 

The scheme allowed owners of forests planted since the Kyoto Protocol baseline year of 
1990 to annually claim for carbon credits equal to the amount of carbon stored by their 
trees each year. 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11511472
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/agribusiness/71818147/foresters-bailing-out-of-failed-ets-scheme


Then a change in Government policy opened the floodgates to cheaper international 
carbon credits, which undermined the value of New Zealand units (NZUs) on the 
domestic market. 

Carbon prices fell steeply in 2012, with spot NZUs hitting a low of $1.50 in February 
2013, making carbon trading unattractive to foresters. 

Industry sources say the real blow for forestry came in last year's Budget, when the 
Government moved without warning to close what it saw as an "arbitrage loophole" 
being exploited by foresters using cheap international credits to meet their carbon 
obligations. 

Many forest owners were caught out with a lot of international credits that were 
essentially valueless. The speed of the policy change – virtually overnight they say - 
caused alarm and resentment for forest owners and unnerved investors. 

Just seven years after its introduction, farm foresters and forest owners now say they 
have lost confidence in a scheme they believe is doomed to fail in its objective to reduce 
New Zealand's carbon emissions. 

"Because of Government policy, the carbon price dropped from $20 to about $2 a tonne 
and has stayed there ever since," says Dean Satchell, president of the New Zealand 
Farm Forestry Association. 

Government’s sustainable forestry claims challenged 

Full article here. 

Associate Minister of Primary Industries Jo Goodhew has been at the World Forestry 
Congress in Durban, South Africa, to demonstrate New Zealand's sustainable 
management of natural and planted forests. 

Farm Forestry Association President Dean Satchell said the government was being 
flippant, given that the national plantation estate has decreased by 100,000 hectares 
since 2002. 

He said the deforestation was due to problems with the Emissions Trading Scheme 
(ETS). 

"It was originally supposed to encourage forestry - and, in fact, it appeared we're going 
backwards in terms of the area in forest in New Zealand," he said. 

Sustainable forest management report launched at World Forestry Congress 

More information here. 

The pre-eminent global forestry event this year is currently on in Durban, South Africa. In 
attendance is a host of forestry experts, analysts and politicians, including several from 
New Zealand. 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/rural/283829/govt's-sustainable-forestry-claims-challenged
http://www.forestryexpo.co.nz/sustainable-forest-management-report-launched-world-forestry-congress


XIV World Forestry Congress’ theme is “Forests and People: Investing in a Sustainable 
Future” and aims to show that investing in forestry results in investment in people, and 
consequently investing in sustainable development. 

New Zealand’s side event at the Congress was titled “Perspectives on New Zealand 
Forestry” and was held last Tuesday. The event will have two main themes: the first to 
showcase the sustainability aspects of the New Zealand forestry story, including recent 
achievements and innovations; the second to highlight key lessons and experiences in 
New Zealand’s land-based sectors, stimulating discussion on New Zealand’s successful 
dual model for forest management. 

Rotorua impresses investor 

Full article here. 

An Austrian timber manufacturing company wants to build a $32 million facility in the 
Asia-Pacific - and has been in Rotorua checking out the region's suitability. 

KLH Massivholz GmbH managing director Mario Wagner spent five days in Rotorua 
visiting businesses, construction sites and sawmills. The visit was co-ordinated by Grow 
Rotorua and supported by New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE). 

Mr Wagner returned to Austria on Saturday, taking with him a container of New Zealand 
radiata pine for testing to see if it would be suitable to produce the company's laminated 
timber product. 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

  WPMA Long Term Strategic Vision, ASIF event, Rayonier Matariki Forests, Level 5, 32-

34 Mahuhu Crescent, Auckland, RSVP to Philip Elworthy - 16 September 2015 

  Scion International Year of Soils Seminar Series, 3pm, Commerce Lecture Room 1, 

Lincoln University - 18 September 2015 (every Friday until 13 November 2015) 

  Joint CNI NZIF/APPITA dinner, Copthorne Hotel, Rotorua, RSVP to Karen Clarke - 22 

September 2015 

  Productivity Enhancement Innovation Cluster meeting, Rotorua, website - 22 September 

2015 

  The Great ASIF Forestry Debate, Mount Eden, contact Philip Elworthy - 23 September 

2015 

  Soil Sampling in Planted Forests Workshop, Rotorua, contact Graham Coker - 23 

September 2015 

  FOA Annual Forest Growers Research Conference, Nelson, contact Veronica Bennett - 14-

15 October 2015 

  ForestTECH, Distinction Hotel, Rotorua, website - 18-19 November 2015 

  New Zealand History of Science conference, email Rebecca Priestley - 23-24 November 

2015 

  ForestTECH, Bayview Eden, 6 Queens Road, Melbourne, Australia, website - 24-25 

November 2015 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/rotorua-daily-post/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503438&objectid=11508998
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:appita.nz@xtra.co.nz
http://gcff.nz/the-programme/clusters/
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:Graham.Coker@scionresearch.com
mailto:Veronica.Bennett@nzfoa.org.nz
http://foresttech.events/
mailto:NZhistsci2015@vuw.ac.nz
http://foresttech.events/


  Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 March 2016 

  ForestWood 2016, SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, email - 16 March 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 

 

http://www.fgpc2016.nz/fgp16
mailto:info@forestwood.org.nz

