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President's Column 

 

The rural sector is facing interesting times. We all know the darling of the sector, Dairy, 
is in the doldrums; however where I am now based, the sunny Hawke’s Bay, wine, fruit, 
sheep and beef is all looking great. The point is to be resilient as a country we need to 
have a diverse rural sector. We cannot afford to put all our eggs in one basket. Landcorp 
are discovering this right now. 

This Government has stated market forces should drive decision making on land use. It 
is a difficult statement to argue against as we all believe in the market. However 
sometimes the market is skewed by costs not being fully recognised. Dairy has not had 
to face the full cost of their environmental pollution and as such Dairy has gone into 
areas where it should not be. Not wanting to point the finger, Dairy are just following 
what has been traditional for New Zealand land use. Forests were planted where they 
should not have been, kiwifruit expanded into areas for which it was unsuitable, goats 
expanded and contracted rapidly, and I am even hearing grapes are being planted in 
areas where the yield will never cover the cost of land and development. It is time New 
Zealand looked at our land use and had a bigger plan than just market forces. 

The forest policy project could be part of this plan. It cannot and should not look at other 
land uses. The project needs to concentrate on forest policy. However the policy could 
help in a larger discussion over land use in general. This discussion needs to be led by 
the Government. Whilst it is easy for the Government to step back and let the country 
run according to market forces, we all know this will not result in the most optimal 
outcome for New Zealand, especially when you consider the environment, social as well 
as economic affects. 

I challenge this Government to recognise market forces are not the panacea for the rural 
sector. In fact, market forces have the habit of skewing outcomes to favour the industry 
which can best offset its environmental costs to the public. 

New Zealand is fantastic at growing stuff. We like to think of ourselves as clean and 
green, but deep down we know this really is not correct and in fact has been getting less 
correct for many years now. We need to become great at growing stuff while also 
improving our environment. Rather than looking just at the bottom line on a spreadsheet 
we also need to look at our conscience and rate ourselves against the question: are we 



leaving land in a better state for our grandchildren? Currently on a score of 1 to 10, I 
would score New Zealand Inc a three and dropping. We can do so much better. 

To date the Government has not shown a large amount of enthusiasm for the Forest 
Policy, however I think this is changing. There were a number of officials from MPI at the 
conference, and while I have not heard any feedback from them, I do know they 
reported their thoughts to the Minister. I am hopeful this Government may change their 
view and see how a Forest Policy will be useful to both New Zealand and the sector, and 
maybe they will look beyond forestry and see how a land use policy could result in a 
better New Zealand. We will have to wait and see if this occurs, but I have hope. 

 

James Treadwell 

Institute News 

 

NZ Journal of Forestry 

The latest journal issue is now online, including articles Inter-rotational forest planning 
on steep, fragile country and Forests and erosion protection - getting to the root of the 
matter 

Volume 60, issue 2, 2015, can be found here. 

NZIF Member in the News 

We can't let biosecurity slide: Expert 

Maintaining successful bio-security systems is vital for protecting our forests assert the 
authors of a review published in the prestigious journal ‘Science’. 

Forests worldwide are continually under threat from introduced insects and pathogens 
despite the best bio-security efforts. Without a concerted global effort to understand and 
control invasive pests the problem is expected to worsen as international trade 
increases. 

“Keeping invasive pests out of forests should be a top priority for all countries,” 
according to Dr Eckehard Brockerhoff, principal scientist at Scion and a co-author of the 
review that considers the need for a global strategy to keep planted forests healthy. 

http://www.nzjf.org/contents.php?volume_issue=j60_2


Read more in the Bay of Plenty Times here or at the Forestry Expo New Zealand 
website here. 

Canterbury Local Section Report 

On Thursday 27 August Dr Steve Pawson and Dr Bill Heffernan gave a fascinating 
insight into the current research going in to develop alternatives to Methyl Bromide for 
fumigation of log exports. Currently some 21% of our log exports are treated by Methyl 
Bromide - particularly those that are being exported to China and India - while those 
going to Korea and Japan are treated by the importing countries. Steve went into some 
detail about the ecological characteristics of the 4 most important (beetle) pests that we 
need to eliminate from our exports. One of them - Hylastes ater - is also a pest to forest 
managers in that they ravage new plantings, so some of the research will have a direct 
payback for silviculturalists as well as exporters. One of the really interesting answers to 
a question as to whether or not these insects respond to pheromone attractants was 
along the lines of …no, but the infected trees release a compound that says “the 
restaurant is full, don’t come here.” Steve estimated that there could be savings of up to 
$7 million per year just by being able to convince our trading partners with the science 
behind the belief that there is a four month period of inactivity during our winter where 
the risk of infected logs is insignificant. 

Bill showed us the results of some heat treatment of logs using electricity that passes 
through the log and heats it up to the critical (for the bugs) temperature of 55.560C for 
30 minutes, whereby 99.99% of all bugs are killed. There is then a 36 hour period in 
which it needs to be on the boat and sailing away. This treatment is still a long way from 
the mass-use stage, but apparently can compete favourably with the current $2.50/m3 
that it currently costs to use Methyl Bromide. 

Altogether another great talk missed by the majority of our membership - only 13 turned 
up to hear it. 

Dennys Guild 

Member's Voice 

NZIF welcome contributions from members on forestry issues and events, word limit 300 
words. Please emailJay. 

In addition, members are encouraged to join discussion on LinkedIn and at our 
Facebook page. 

Events 

The Great ASIF Forestry Debate 

After two years of intensive preparation and planning ASIF are pleased to give notice of 
the second Great ASIF Forestry Debate - the debate where forest science and logic play 
very little part but where the strength of an argument based on entertainment and wit is 
likely to carry the day. Team Liley will be taking the affirmative stance on the motion 
“That research and development on alternative species is a waste of resources” with 
Team Parrish arguing that it is not. 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503343&objectid=11503210
http://www.forestryexpo.co.nz/global-strategy-needed-forest-health-and-bio-security
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
https://nz.linkedin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NewZealandInstituteofForestry


Table wine and finger food will be provided with a small door charge of $20 per person. 
A cash bar will also be available. 

Prepare your work team for a night of frivolity, science, nonsense and nouse. 

Date: 5.30pm Wednesday 23 September  
Venue: The Horse & Trap, 3 Enfield Street, Mount Eden, Auckland  
RSVP: Philip Elworthy by Wednesday 16 September 

Joint NZIF/APPITA dinner 

Date: 22 September 2015  
Venue: Copthorne Hotel, Rotorua  
More details to come, with 3 excellent speakers on the agenda!  
Contact: Jess Brown 

Announcements 

 

New health and safety laws passed by Parliament 

The much anticipated Health and Safety at Work Act (Act) was passed by Parliament 
yesterday following a fortnight of debate and last minute “tweaks” to further clarify the 
new requirements. The Act represents the most significant reform to New Zealand’s 
health and safety laws in the past 25 years, with the majority of changes due to come 
into force on 4 April 2016. 

WorkSafe New Zealand has confirmed that there will be an education and information 
campaign to support people to prepare for the new legislation before it comes into force. 
In addition, consultation continues regarding new regulations to be imposed under the 
Act. We also expect to see WorkSafe issue approved codes of practice, best practice 
guidelines, and other guidance materials in the coming months. 

Read more here. 

ForestWood 2016 

A pan-industry conference being jointly hosted by Forest Owners Association (FOA), 
Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association (WPMA), Forest Industry Contractors 

mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:JMBrown@hnrg.com
http://www.bellgully.com/resources/resource.04049.asp


Association (FICA) and supported by Woodco and NZ Farm Forestry Association 
(NZFFA). 

This is the fourth time that these organisations have held a joint conference which builds 
on the successes of previous individual and combined industry events/conferences 
which have attracted world class speakers and presenters. 

Date: 16 March 2016  
Venue: SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre  
Registration: opens October 2015  
Contact: info@forestwood.org.nz 
Website: http://forestwood.org.nz/ 

Scion - 2015 International Year of Soils Seminar Series 

Date: A series of ten seminars held every Friday from 11 September 2015, 3-4pm  
Location: Commerce Lecture Room 1, Lincoln University 

Lincoln University is hosting a series of seminars outlining various aspects of soil 
research conducted in New Zealand. Of principal interest to foresters is a presentation 
discussing the importance of soil to the sustainability of the intensification of the New 
Zealand forestry sector, given by Scion scientist Simeon Smaill, on 2 October. However, 
many other talks will also be of interest, including a discussion of the diversity of soil 
organisms (11 September), how plants and soil organisms interact during the 
development of an ecosystem (16 October) and the role of earthworms in soil function 
(13 November). The seminar series is free and no registration is necessary, so if you are 
in the Canterbury region, or passing through from September to November, please have 
a look at the seminar schedule provided on the website here. 

Green Chemistry Symposium, University of Auckland 

The School of Chemical Sciences at the University of Auckland is establishing a Centre 
for Green Chemical Science to facilitate research, education and outreach in Green 
Chemical Science and to develop innovative green solutions to sustainability issues that 
face the global chemistry community. 

The Centre will open with a Green Chemistry Symposium. This meeting will provide a 
forum for attendees to learn about sustainable chemical processes, hear key-note 
addresses from experts in the area and make new contacts. There will be an informal 
networking session from 4.30-6pm to help establish new relationships and research 
partnerships between University researchers and Industry. 

Date: Tuesday 8 September 2015  
Time: 2.30pm meeting, 4.30-6pm networking session  
Venue: Conference Centre, Building 423, 22 Symonds Street  
RSVP: Anoma Ratnayake (before August 31) 
Queries: Professor James Wright 

Research at Scion 

Forest biosecurity - New Zealand needs to act locally and globally 

mailto:info@forestwood.org.nz
http://forestwood.org.nz/
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/calendar-events/2015-international-year-of-soils-seminar-series
mailto:a.ratnayake@auckland.ac.nz
mailto:lj.wright@auckland.ac.nz


A review of the global state of forest biosecurity highlights the need for countries to 
cooperate more effectively to prevent the spread of dangerous pests and pathogens. 

Scion scientist Eckehard Brockerhoff and colleagues from the University of Pretoria have 
recently published a review of global forest biosecurity issues and the threat they pose 
to plantation forests. This review highlights the need for a worldwide effort to manage 
the threat of introduced insect pests and pathogens establishing themselves in new 
areas. One of the principal reasons radiata pine performs well in New Zealand is that the 
plantations are not exposed to the majority of their natural pests - but if more of these 
pests become established here, this advantage will be lost. The accidental introduction 
of new pests is also a very serious threat to our indigenous forest species, which have 
not previously been exposed to a wide range of pests due to the relative isolation of New 
Zealand. 

While the review concludes New Zealand has some of the best biosecurity practices in 
the world, we are still dependent upon the biosecurity systems of our trading partners, 
because pest species can use a new country as a stepping stone for further invasions. 
Therefore, it is important for New Zealand to maintain strong international networks 
through collaborative organisations such as the International Union of Forest Research 
Organisations (IUFRO) and to provide assistance to countries that may not have the 
resources or expertise to independently establish effective forest biosecurity systems. 

Read more here. 

Using wood to get a cleaner drink of water 

Following a major quake, Wellingtonians may have a local student to thank for a giardia-
free drink of water. 

Wadestown School student Jacqui Ormsby won last week's Wellington Regional 
Science and Technology Fair with her discovery native woods like totara could filter out 
the stomach illness-causing parasite. "The tree does it naturally. It goes up through the 
roots and it filters out the bugs and the dirt, while taking it to the branches." 

"I wanted to focus on emergencies because of all the earthquakes that happen in New 
Zealand." 

Of the six woods tested, some like pohutakawa, filtered out very little, she said. Totara 
showed good filtration of a dye the same size as giardia parasites, while moving through 
the 2L of water a lot faster than others such as Radiata pine. 

Read more here. 

Research at Scion - Managing weeds in planted forests 

In a new Scion video, Dr Carol Rolando talks about recent research looking at managing 
weeds in planted forests. 

Scion scientists, led by Dr Carol Rolando, have confirmed that most effective weed 
management treatment is the current industry standard of a combination of 
terbuthylazine and hexazinone and that the risks to the environment from these two 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/media-releases/2015-media-releases/a-global-strategy-needed-for-forest-health-and-biosecurity
http://www.stuff.co.nz/science/71570576/using-wood-to-get-a-cleaner-drink-of-water


herbicides are low. Both herbicides were recently re-assessed by Forest Stewardship 
Council and have been removed from the highly hazardous list. 

Watch a 4 ½ minute video discussing some of the issues around weed control in planted 
forests available to the public on Scion’s YouTube channel. 

Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future (GCFF) Research Programme 

Making better use of forest soil microbes 

Soil microbes can have a significant positive impact on forest performance, but we have 
few reliable options to enhance the benefits they can provide. A substantial new trial 
series has been established to address this gap. 

Soil fungi and bacteria can substantially improve the health and growth of plants through 
various pathways, including influencing plant nutrient and water uptake, increasing 
stress tolerance and changing the growth behaviour of plants. Various commercial 
products have been released that claim to either introduce new “super” microbes that will 
improve plant performance, or stimulate better activity from the existing soil microbes. 
However, there is very little research available to prove the reliability of these claims. To 
better understand the extent to which soil microbes can be stimulated to improve forest 
productivity, a new trial series has been established at five sites around New Zealand to 
determine if the beneficial activity of soil microbes (both fungi and bacteria) can be 
enhanced at an operational scale, using plantation health and growth over several years 
as relevant measurements of effect. This trial will determine if several treatments, proven 
to be promising in controlled conditions, can produce results that are cost-effective at a 
forest stand scale. This research will also examine the wider environmental implications 
of the treatments to ensure they are sustainable, and do not create other problems. 
Results from this trial series will be released to the forestry sector at regular intervals 
over the next decade. 

If you wish to know more about this research, please contact Simeon Smaill at 
Scion here. 

Scion Forest Science Seminar 

Please note that this is a Rotorua local seminar only and no streaming is available due 
to our service provider changes. 

This month’s speaker is Dr Richard Hamelin from UBC Vancouver, Canada, who is part 
of the Healthy Trees, Healthy Future programme. Phytophthora’s attacking trees: 
population genomics, evolutionary mechanisms and genome diversity. Phytophthora 
species attacking trees have gained notoriety with outbreaks of Phytophthora ramorum, 
P. lateralis, P. alni and P. pinipholia. 

Date: Wednesday 9 September 2015  
Time: 12noon - 1pm  
Venue: Scion, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua 

For more information, contact Katrin Webb. 

Wood in the News 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9zabK1SR1A&feature=youtu.be
mailto:Simeon.Smaill@Scionresearch.com
mailto:Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com


Biodegradable, wood-based computer chips can perform just as well as chips 
commonly used for wireless communication, according to new research 

The inventors argue that the new chips could help address the global problem of rapidly 
accumulating electronic waste, some of which contains potentially toxic materials. The 
results also show that a transparent, wood-derived material called nanocellulose paper 
is an attractive alternative to plastic as a surface for flexible electronics. 

Full article here. 

 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 
contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

  African Timberland Investment Conference, website, contact Julie Bell - 2-3 September 2015 

  XIV World Forestry Congress, Durban, South Africa, website - 7-11 September 2015 

  Green Chemistry Symposium, University of Auckland, Anoma Ratnayake - 8 September 2015 

  FSSS, Scion Rotorua only, contact Katrin Webb - 9 September 2015 

  Scion International Year of Soils Seminar Series, 3pm, Commerce Lecture Room 1, Lincoln 

University - 11 September 2015 (every Friday until 13 November 2015) 

  Joint CNI NZIF/APPITA dinner, Copthorne Hotel, Rotorua, contact Jess Brown - 22 September 2015 

  Productivity Enhancement Innovation Cluster meeting, Rotorua, website - 22 September 2015 

  The Great ASIF Forestry Debate, Mount Eden, contact Philip Elworthy - 23 September 2015 

  Soil Sampling in Planted Forests Workshop, Rotorua, contact Graham Coker- 23 September 2015 

  FOA Annual Forest Growers Research Conference, Nelson, contact Veronica Bennett - 14-15 

October 2015 

  New Zealand History of Science conference, email Rebecca Priestley - 23-24 November 2015 

  Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 March 2016 

http://www.technologyreview.com/news/539206/a-biodegradable-computer-chip-that-performs-surprisingly-well/
http://www.dana.co.nz/data/confpdf_43_1424417200.pdf
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
http://www.wfc2015.org.za/
mailto:a.ratnayake@auckland.ac.nz
mailto:Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com
mailto:JMBrown@hnrg.com
http://gcff.nz/the-programme/clusters/
mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
mailto:Graham.Coker@scionresearch.com
mailto:Veronica.Bennett@nzfoa.org.nz
mailto:NZhistsci2015@vuw.ac.nz
http://www.fgpc2016.nz/fgp16


  ForestWood 2016, - SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre, registration opens October 

2015, email - 16 March 2016 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 
not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the members' only 
section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 

 

mailto:info@forestwood.org.nz

