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President's Column 

 

Last week we celebrated our members' achievements. It was with great pleasure I 

announced to the AGM four new Fellows. They were Ian Armitage, Alan Bell, Paul 
Nicholls and Thomas Song. In different ways, all four have offered much to the sector 

and to the institute. All are very deserving of being Fellows and I would like to 
congratulate them once again on their achievement. It is fantastic to be able to honour 
our members in this way and I trust all members will congratulate each of them next time 

you see them. 

At the award dinner we also awarded the Forester of the Year. The 2015 Forester of the 

Year is Brian Richardson. Brian works for Scion in the areas of genetics, biosecurity, 
forest protection and environmental sciences. During the last 18 months, Brian has lead 

the sector's research initiatives in the areas of productivity and sustainability of New 
Zealand's forests. This has included focusing on foliage diseases and the Growing 

Confidence in Forestry's Future which aims to double productivity of New Zealand's 
forests. One nominator summed up Brian as follows; “He is reliable, does what he says 
he will do, no personal egos, no bullshit, very well respected by both scientists and 

industry people for his personal credibility, his ability and for quietly getting on with the 

job”. 

We had a number of nominations for the Forester of the Year and Brian is a very 
deserving recipient. It was also fantastic reading through the nominations to realise we 

have a number of members who in their own way are doing so much for the sector. 

Our awards are important. They allow us to recognise those who go beyond their day to 

day work to ensure we work in a thriving sector. They also notify the public our sector is 
alive and well and growing. We have many members who are doing more than their fair 
share for the sector and whilst we do not have awards for everyone, I would like to thank 

all of you who put in the extra effort. Seeing the amount of work being undertaken on 
behalf of the sector makes me realise our sector is in very capable hands, with many 

people doing their bit to grow and improve it. Thank you all of you. 

Which moves me to the conference. I think everyone who attended the conference now 

believe a forest policy is required. I know we had some doubters, but as one member 
told me, they came to the conference thinking a policy was unnecessary as we had the 



RMA, NES and other standards. However by the end of the debate, it was clear only a 
forest policy could deliver the the full benefits forest can offer. If you have not got your 

head around the project I encourage you to do so. The forest policy has the potential to 
be the most important document for our sector for years to come. This will be a reality if 

you all get involved. 

I would once again like to thank everyone associated with the project for the work and 

energy you have put into the project up until now. I am well aware this has been 
completed on the smell of an oily rag and I thank you all for your time, energy and 

excellent output. The conference delegates were all made to think, open their eyes and 

look ahead. The result of this is we will have a well thought out policy document. 

Finally I would like to thank the conference organising committee. Conferences do not 

occur unless there is a team prepared to put in a large amount of effort before and on 
the day of the conference. The Wellington conference committee organised on short 

notice a fantastic conference and I am sure everyone there will agree with me when I 
say you did a wonderful job. You all know who you are and I look forward to thanking 

you in person in the near future. 

Over the day it came home to me how lucky we are. The amount of time and energy 

going into the Forest Policy Project, the work the Fellows have done (and are doing), the 
effort of Brian and the other Forester of the Year nominees and the large amount of 

behind the scene work the conference committee put into the organising the conference 
made me realise the people who work in our industry live and breathe it. It is important to 
them, they want it to be successful and they are prepared to put in the extra effort to 

make it so. Thank you one and all for all your extra efforts. I look forward to seeing you 

next year in Dunedin for the 2016 conference and AGM. 

 

 

James Treadwell RMNZIF 

Forester of the Year - James' Conference Address [abridged] 

The Forester of the year is one of the highest accolades the Institute can bestow. It 

recognises a member who has made an outstanding contribution to forestry over the last 
few years. The award recognises leadership, excellence and personal integrity. It is 

awarded to a member who demonstrates the character and strength of the forestry 

profession. 

The awardee receives the Forestry of the year carving, which they hold for one year. 

The carving is the work of Lyonel Grant. 

This year we received a number of nominations for the award. A panel of members 

assessed the nominations and made a recommendation. This year's awardee is not 
originally from New Zealand, however he has made New Zealand home and contributed 

greatly to the sector. He is a keen mountain climber and runner [and has been known to 

wake people with the sound of Scotland] 



The awardee commenced work in NZ in 1983 with the New Zealand Forest Service. He 
travelled overseas for a few years but returned to take up work with the Government. 

After various roles, the awardee was specialising in the area of Biosecurity and 
Protection by the turn of the century. By 2007 he was plying his trade in Scion, involved 

in genetics, biosecurity, forest protection and environmental sciences. 

One nominator says "his thoughtful leadership and engagement with forest owners and 

Government agencies has had a substantial and lasting impact on the science direction, 

capability and the investment underpinning New Zealand forestry research" 

It is a great pleasure to ask Brian Richardson to the stage to accept his award as 

Forester of the Year! 

NZIF in the News 

Claim Govt won’t develop long-term forestry policy 

NZIF on Radio New Zealand, Monday 10 August 2015, read here 

The Institute of Foresty is helping develop the Forest Policy Project as the government is 

unwilling to initiate long-term forest policy, institute president James Treadwell says. 

The institute is holding a conference in Wellington today to discuss the project, which it 

hopes could form government policy for the forestry and wood sectors for a hundred 

years. 

"It's a very long-term industry. We plant a tree and it takes 30 years before we get 
anything back from it. The government is naturally looking at its own three year cycles 

and they're looking for quick change and economic return. While forestry does offer a 
good return in the long term the government doesn't understand the other benefits 

forests can offer." 

The Forestry Institute supported the Government's efforts to create a National 

Environmental Standard for Plantation Forestry, he said. 

http://rnz.to/1HADGip


 

Member’s Voice 

Andy Dick - Registered Member 

A forestry positive Government? 

The National led coalition Government seems to get scant appreciation from many 
foresters yet there has been a number of forestry positive policies and actions in recent 

months and years that suggest this Government may be getting a bad rap. The 50 Max 
transport regulations, the Forest Growers Levy, funding of the Forest Industry Safety 

Council, the revamping of the Permanent Forestry Sink Initiative, research funding in to 
alternative species, the Afforestation Grant Scheme and the release of the draft NES for 

Plantation Forestry are not insignificant shows of support. Plus changes in the NZETS 

last year have seen carbon prices trending up. 

I wonder, as a sector, what list we could put up to match these developments? 



Garth Cumberland 

 

Personal interpretation of Monday's 'Penultimate' Conference 

•  One hundred and twenty forest sector personnel assembled Monday 10th August 2015 to 

review FPP's progress to date; 

•  The number of attendees along with the tenor of their comments, provided a tacit vote of 

confidence in FPP's work, the project and its objective (foresters seemed happy); 

•  There was no negative comment or serious criticism of the overall direction;  

•  There was some confusion particularly particularly along the lines of "for whom are we 

preparing this policy?" (My personal answer to that question is set out below, for what it is 

worth); 

•  Another common theme expressed was the need for Government involvement when 

pursuing the development of a sector policy. 

•  This concern was generally placated when the audience was assured that FPP had a sincere 

intent to pursue Government support over coming months; even perhaps arrange to leash 

Bulldog James; 



•  Also, MP Stuart Nash assured attendees that any new government involving Labour would 

almost certainly embrace such a sector policy 

•  A high proportion of attendees had clearly closely studied the Working Party Reports (even 

in their 'preliminary' form); 

•  There were numerous valuable supplementary suggestions made towards each Report; 

•  The sector's expectation of FPP now is that FPP will extend respective WP Reports, 

incorporating suggestions offered (where appropriate); 

•  And in the end combine all WP Reports into one forest sector policy. 

 

Events 

NZIF Hawkes Bay Local Section Event 

Speaker: Barry Poole, plantation consultant, Kakaho Bay Limited 
Topic: Manuka plantation development for honey. A synopsis of what is happening with 

this promising alternative land use. 
Venue: The Wild Olive conference room (our usual venue alongside the Bluewater 

Hotel), West Quay, Ahuriri, Napier 

Date: 18 August, 7.30pm 

Barry Poole is an independent consultant and has a wide range of national and 
international forestry management experience. He has worked for a number of New 

Zealand’s high profile forestry companies including Fletcher Challenge Ltd, NZ Forest 
Products/Carter Holt Harvey Forests and Groome Poyry consultants. He has also 

worked in Vietnam and for the World Bank in India, China, Malaysia, and Washington. 

Barry is currently Plantation Consultant for COMVITA, a honey marketing company. With 
their supply chain under threat, Comvita are exploring the economic potential to grow 

plantations of manuka (Leptospermum scoparium) a species native to New Zealand. 
Manuka honey has a natural antibacterial factor which if enhanced allows for the 

manufacture of natural wound dressings. The programme involves the establishment of 
a plantation programme of approximately 300 hectares per year plus trials aimed at 

enhancing the genetic improvement of the manuka resource. 

Contact Barry Keating. 

NZIF CNI Local Section 

Speakers: Barry Poole, Plantation Consultant, Kakaho Bay Limited; Simon Rapley, 

Managing Director of The New Zealand Redwood Company; Peter Harington, Manager, 
Scion Nursery  
Topic: Viable alternatives to radiata? Spreading the Risk and Increasing Profitability with 

Alternative Species  
When: 5pm, Tuesday 25 August  

Where: Waiariki Institute of Technology - Forestry School Building 

Barry Poole is an independent consultant and has a wide range of national and 

international forestry management experience. He has worked for a number of New 
Zealand’s high profile forestry companies including Fletcher Challenge Ltd, NZ Forest 
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Products/Carter Holt Harvey Forests and Groome Poyry consultants. He has also 

worked in Vietnam and for the World Bank in India, China, Malaysia, and Washington. 

Barry is currently Plantation Consultant for COMVITA, a honey marketing company. With 
their supply chain under threat, Comvita are exploring the economic potential to grow 

plantations of manuka (Leptospermum scoparium) a species native to New Zealand. 
Manuka honey has a natural antibacterial factor which if enhanced allows for the 

manufacture of natural wound dressings. The programme involves the establishment of 
a plantation programme of approximately 300 hectares per year plus trials aimed at 

enhancing the genetic improvement of the manuka resource. 

Simon Rapley is the Managing Director of The New Zealand Redwood Company and 

has been running this company since October 2006. 

As well as having planted over 5,000 hectares of radiata pine forest, Simon has had an 
interest in crops other than our beloved radiata that spans his forestry career from 

graduation to the present. Simon was drawn to a career in forestry by a love of timbers 
for construction, furniture and musical instruments (which he cannot play) and this is 

what captures his imagination. Simon is of the belief that New Zealand Foresters should 
rise to the challenge to find economically viable, high value timber crops and silviculture 

regimes to give our industry more breadth and diversity. 

Peter Harington is the Manager at Scion Nursery.Peter has been in the forest industry 

for 38 years, and has been involved in everything from nursery management through to 
marketing stumpage. This gives him a unique insight into the complete value chain of 
the forest industry which he applies to his current research role in nurseries and 

genetics.Peter will be talking about some of the innovative work that is being carr ied out 
with indigenous and alternative species at the nursery. Establishment costs and 

challenges is one of the biggest barriers to alternative species options, and it is these 

challenges that the current research programme is investigating. 

This meeting is generously sponsored by the Institute of Forestry. 

Please RSVP to Jess Brown to get an idea of numbers (for drinks and nibbles). 

NZIF Canterbury Local Section 

Speaker: Dr Steve Pawson - Scion  

Date: 27 August 2015  
Venue: Drinks and nibbles in foyer 6-7pm, School of Forestry, followed by talk in lecture 
theatre F3  

Cost: $15 per person - students free  
Topic: Phytosanitary treatments for export wood products: What we have now and what 

we need in the future. 

Dr Stephen Pawson leads a government and industry funded programme of research 

that is developing alternative phytosanitary treatments to reduce the use of methyl 
bromide in our export wood products market. Dr Pawson will discuss the challenges 

affecting current phytosanitary treatments and will provide an overview of research into 
new alternative fumigants, heat treatments, and ecological risk-based approaches to 

meet our export phytosanitary requirements. 

mailto:jess@pfsc.co.nz


Please email your confirmation to Terry O’Neill by Monday 24 August. 

Joint NZIF/APPITA dinner 

Date: 22 September 2015 

Venue: Copthorne Hotel. 

More details to come, with 3 excellent speakers on the agenda! 

Announcements 

Scion FSSS 

Date: Tuesday 18 August 2015, 12 noon - 1pm  

Venue: Venue: Rimu Room, Scion, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua, and Scopia Webinar 

From the skies to the lab: How our UAV can assist your research 

The rapid advances in remote sensing and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) have 

attracted considerable attention from both scientists and industry members within the 
forestry sector. These technologies promise greater availability of remotely sensed data 

at lower acquisition costs. Realising the full potential for these technologies requires the 
development and testing of solutions that adapt these technologies to industry needs. 

Scion has positioned itself to provide leadership to the sector and address the gap 
between conceptual and realised applications for these technologies. To this end Scion 
has acquired an advanced multi-rotor UAV with the capability to acquire LiDAR, multi-

spectral imagery, and hi-definition video and imagery. 

During this presentation Marie Heaphy will outline the crafts capabilities and describe the 

sensors it will carry. Marie will outline some of the potential industry applications for the 
UAV and give an overview of some of Scion’s upcoming UAV research. She will also 

describe how the craft can be booked for projects within Scion. 

Marie Heaphy is a geospatial scientist, with 8 years’ experience in land use 

management, erosion, geospatial analysis and cartography. Marie is leading the UAV 
programme and along with three other Scion staff, is responsible for flying the UAV and 

acquiring, processing and analysing data from a range of UAV sensors. 

For more information or to enquire about attending via Scopia webinar, please 

contact Katrin Webb. 

NZ Forest Certification Association Nominations 

The New Zealand Forest Certification Association (which is New Zealand’s PEFC 

Member) has been asked for nominations to form an informal experts group to develop a 

certification solution for trees outside forests/agroforestry. Details are: 

PEFC is currently in a preparatory/scoping phase of developing a certification solution 

for Trees outside Forests/Agroforestry. 

As part of this initial phase, PEFC is establishing a small, informal experts group. They 

welcome nominations to join the group. 

mailto:Terry.oneill@adc.govt.nz
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Particular expertise being sought: 

•  In-depth knowledge on Agroforestry practice, policy, science 

•  Experience integrating agroforestry/silvopasture/farm forestry/ etc into forest certification 

•  Knowledgeable stakeholders implicated in land management and supply chains originating 

from trees outside forest.Commitment requirements: 

•  A vested interest to support the development of a robust certification solution appropriate 

for Trees outside Forests 

•  Availability to join a 2-day meeting in Geneva during 24-25 November 2015 (with some 

limited pre and post-workshop attention) 

•  Potential for longer-term expert input during the PEFC Standards revision process, if the 

project advances beyond the initial phase 
Expressions of interest please as soon as possible to Andrew McEwen, Chair NZ Forest 

Certification Association, or phone 027 4733262 

Draft ISO Chain of Custody Standard for forest products open for submissions 

ISO (The international Organisation for Standardisation has been developing a standard 
for chain of custody of forest products. A draft has been released for comment. Any 

submission has to go to ISO as a single New Zealand Standard. The NZ Forest 
Certification Association has offered to put a submission together for Standards New 

Zealand to forward to ISO. Anyone interested in seeing the draft with a view to possibly 
contributing to the submission is asked to contact Andrew McEwen, chair of the 

Certification Association, as soon as possible. 

Please email Andrew McEwen or phone 027 4733262 

Public Lecture: Using mathematics to conserve and sustain: tools for 
environmental management 

The School of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Canterbury, in association with 
Te Punaha Matatini, will host a public lecture by Distinguished Professor Alan Hastings, 

University of California, Davis. 

Date: Wednesday 2 September, 6pm 

Venue: Room 031, Level 0, Erskine Building, University of Canterbury 

Abstract: Driven by human forces, there are great challenges to maintain environmental 
systems and environmental services. Environmental management depends on 

predictions of the results of management actions which must also be made in the 
context of limited resources and in the face of conflicting desires of participants. 

Professor Hastings will begin with an overview of several challenging issues in 
environmental management including invasive species, fisheries management, and the 
provision of other ecosystem services. He will emphasise how prediction and 

management on appropriate time scales depends on relatively simple mathematical 
descriptions that incorporate relevant ecological and economic details. He will focus on 

several particular challenging systems that illustrate the general principles: algal-coral-

grazer systems and the maintenance of healthy reefs and control of invasive species. 

Productivity Enhancement Innovation Cluster meeting 
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Date: Wednesday 22 September 2015, 10.30am - 3.30pm 

Venue: Scion, 49 Sala St, Rotorua 

Scion is hosting a cluster meeting to help transfer the results of the Growing Confidence 
in Forestry’s Future (GCFF) research programme into practical management action that 

foresters can implement. The clusters operate on an open door philosophy and 
encourage interested people to participate. Items for discussion at this upcoming 

meeting include optimising the use of fertiliser and other treatments to increase site 
productivity, recent results from nursery research and systems to assess the cost-

effectiveness of interventions. Website 

Soil Sampling in Planted Forests Workshop 

Date: Wednesday 23 September 2015, 9.30am - 5pm (lunch provided) 

Venue: Scion, 49 Sala St, Rotorua. 

Soil is critical to the health and productivity of our forests, but how can we measure the 
soil properties that have an impact? Scion invites you to a practical workshop on how to 
sample soil in New Zealand’s planted forests. The day-long programme will start with a 

short discussion of the issues around consistent and effective soil sampling, then move 
to a Rotorua forest to provide a practical and simple guide to sampling soil in forest 

stands across different conditions and terrain types. Participation in the workshop is free, 

but registration is required. Website 

Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference 

Date: 14-18 March 2016 

Venue: Rotorua Energy Events Centre, Rotorua 

This conference is a genetic-focused event, designed for geneticists and forestry 

scientists, but it also represents an important opportunity for other forestry sector 
stakeholders to have input into how genetic techniques can be used to improve 
plantation forestry in New Zealand and the rest of the world. Conference topics include 

breeding productive and resilient forests and efforts to find the right matches between 
tree genotype, site environment and silviculture. While these topics may seem a leap for 

many foresters, this conference represents an excellent opportunity to gain 
understanding of the benefits that genetic research and breeding programmes can 

provide to the New Zealand forestry sector. 

Calendar 

NZIF takes no responsibility for errors in this calendar. Please visit the website or 

contact the organisers to confirm times, locations, costs 

•  Hawkes Bay Local Section, Speaker: Barry Poole, topic: Manuka plantation development 

for honey: A synopsis of what is happening with this promising alternative land use, 

contact Barry Keating - 18 August 2015 

•  Scion FSSS, From the skies to the lab: How our UAV can assist your research, 

contact Katrin Webb - 18 August 2015 

•  CNI Local Section, Speakers: Barry Poole, Simon Rapley, Peter Harington, contact Jess 

Brown - 25 August 2015 
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•  Canterbury Local Section, Speaker: Dr Steve Pawson, contact Terry O'Neill - 27 August 

2015 

•  African Timberland Investment Conference, contact Julie Bell - 2-3 September 2015 

•  XIV World Forestry Congress, Durban, South Africa, website - 7-11 September 2015 

•  Joint CNI NZIF/APPITA dinner, Copthorne Hotel, Wellington - 22 September 2015 

•  Productivity Enhancement Innovation Cluster meeting, Rotorua, website - 22 September 

2015 

•  Soil Sampling in Planted Forests Workshop, Rotorua, website - 23 September 2015 

•  FOA Annual Forest Growers Research Conference, Nelson, contact Veronica Bennett - 14-

15 October 2015 

•  New Zealand History of Science conference, contact Rebecca Priestley - 23-24 November 

2015 

•  Forest Genetics for Productivity Conference, Rotorua, website - 14-18 March 2016 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is produced for NZIF Members. The contents (in whole or in part) should 

not be reproduced elsewhere nor the Newsletter distributed to others without permission 
from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website in the Members's only 

section. Disclaimers: While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter, neither the 
NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage, or 
misrepresentation caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views 

expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF. 
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