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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 

Andrew McEwen FNZIF 

President, NZ Institute of Forestry 

president@nzif.org.nz 

Are you in the Minority of 234? 

At 4
th
 June, 234 members or 27% of NZIF members had not paid their 2013/14 membership fee that was due on 

30
th
 April. If you are one, are you content being in the minority or would you prefer to be in the mainstream. 

Remember that a few privileges go with having paid your fees – you can vote at the AGM, you can pay 

members rates to attend the conference, you are entitled to receive the next issue of the Journal, you may even 

mailto:president@nzif.org.nz
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be eligible to participate in the vote for new NZIF Fellows. 

So please, stop procrastinating, get out your credit card, log in to the web site, and bring yourself up to date. 

Submission on Draft Auckland Unitary Plan 

The NZIF submission on the Draft Auckland Unitary Plan, made last week, is available on the NZIF website. 

Election of NZIF Fellows 

Those members eligible to vote for new NZIF Fellows have been advised and given a link to the voting page. If 

you are an honorary, Retired (but not Retired Associate), Registered or Ordinary Member and have not received 

the instruction, please contact Jay (admin@nzif.org.nz, ph (04) 974 8421). Remember you also have to have 

paid your 2013/14 membership fees for your vote to count. 

Back to Contents 

MEMBER’S FORUM 

 (Please keep Guest Comment and Member’s Forum contributions to around 300 words. Send contributions as an email 

attachment (Word document) to newsletter@nzif.org.nz 

Scion not certifying Baltic Pine 

Warren Parker MNZIF, Rotorua and CEO Scion 

In last week’s edition one of your contributors (Denis Neilson, Newsletter 2013/21) claimed Scion was working 

with a customer to certify Baltic pine. We are not. About 18 months ago we did test some product for a 

customer but this was not for certification purposes. We are often asked to assess imported products; typically 

by New Zealand based firms who may, for example, be monitoring competitors or evaluating a business 

proposition. Further, unless we are permitted to release information, work done for commercial clients is 

confidential to them.  

Newsletter of mixed messages 

Graham Dick, RMNZIF, Masterton 

The NZIF newsletter of 31 May certainly contains a number of mixed messages for anyone interested in 

promoting the use of radiata pine. First, Dennis Neilson reminds us all what a poor structural wood the current 

crop of radiata pine is, but doesn’t offer much in the way of solutions, some of which may be found in Professor 

Andy Buchannan’s talk to the Canterbury section, presumably on the use of engineered wood products. I hope 

some architects and engineers are attending that talk.  

Rounding the newsletter off is the news that NZ Wood is scaling back its activities at a time when structural 

steel framing is being promoted on television as being earthquake resistant up to force 9 on the richter scale (eh? 

believe that if you will but may sound quite good to the former owner of an earthquake shattered leaky building 

in Christchurch). As those who attended the last NZIF conference in Christchurch, wood, even engineered 

radiata, seems to have the answer to a number of issues but when is it ever going to get market traction? 

Response to Dennis Neilson 

Dave Cown, FNZIF, Rotorua 

Reading Dennis Neilson’s letter in the 31 May newsletter, I feel a bit like Piers McLaren who, on his retirement 

as Editor of New Zealand Forestry Journal, felt that much of his work had fallen on deaf ears. The message 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@nzif.org.nz
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about the relatively poor quality of NZ radiata pine has actually been out there for some decades, but not taken 

seriously by the industry as a whole. The lion’s share of research on forest management has been focused on 

increasing growth – with remarkable success. Some inspired scientists like Wink Sutton managed to 

successfully point in the direction of pruning – to take advantage of a perceived market shortage of good 

clearwood to replace diminishing world supplies of old-growth softwood and tropical hardwoods.  

It has been frustrating for the whole industry that reliable markets have not been sustained as hoped, and there is 

now a trend to reduce pruning and concentrate on structural products. From my perspective, this is suicidal for 

two reasons: a) radiata pine grown on rotations of 30 years or less is incapable of producing the kind of 

structural lumber sought by markets; and b) clearwood markets will inevitably grow due to lack of competition 

for long natural clear lengths. 

Dennis is not quite right that sawmillers did not participate in research initiatives. The integrated companies of 

the 1990s strongly supported the Value Recovery Initiative, although the reality of cooperating at the wood 

products end of the market eventually proved to be too sensitive. But it’s clear that to make real progress with 

product quality, everyone needs to be on the same page and in tune with user’s needs, not just those of foresters. 

Response to Ian Trotman 

John Purey-Cust, FNZIF, Southland 

Ian Trotman may be amazed, and so am I. In the UK once upon a time I built a garden shed of ‘baltic pine’ for 

my mother. The rings were so close you couldn’t get a mammoth's hair between them and unless the 

weatherboards were pre-drilled, ping, they’d split. Very dull to look at too, though that’s not too important for a 

garden shed. Use materials to their best advantage. I live in a radiata Lockwood house. Much of the timber is 

low grade (best Kaingaroa), interesting appearance and colour, strong and warm, and I can bang a nail in 

anywhere. Baltic pine? Something to boast about at dinner party I suppose, like that little place in Tuscany. 

Ref the farm forestry TV film. Happy to learn that Tauranga exports a third of NZ wood and gets a great big 

$5m dollars for it. There are better prices out of Bluff I hear. And on the subject of films, last week I saw ‘Song 

of the Kauri’ – he makes guitars of it – but really excellent all the same. And some interesting comment from 

NZIF members and Scion people too in the cast on kauri versus radiata, forest policy, pension fund investment 

and so on. Might no resonate with the Institute, but it did with the audience. Watch for it near you. If you don’t 

enjoy it, you’re in the wrong profession, so switch the brain off and try dairy farming. 

Back to Contents 
 

NZIF BUSINESS 

Five-yearly review notice 

The following Registered Members have their reviews due: 

 Ian Wallace 

 Owen Springford 

 Don Hammond 

 Mike Marren 

 Rene Weterings 

 Dennis Neilson 

 Graham Dick. 

Any member of the Institute has the right to object to a review application. Any objection should be made by 
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lodging a notice with the Registrar within 20 working days of the first appearance of the notice in this 

Newsletter (7 June 2013), specifying the grounds of the objection. Mike Marren 

Copy of early newsletter sought 

There was a simple mailed newsletter in the 1960s which folded and was later replaced by the present 

professional digital one. I wonder whether a member still has copies? If so I am looking for an item called ‘A 

Modest Proposal’ from about 1963 (50 years ago no less!) If you can track one down I would like a copy. Thank 

You. John Groome (johnggroome@xtra.co.nz)  

Call for business for NZIF AGM 

The NZIF Annual General Meeting is being held at the Devon Hotel, New Plymouth, on Sunday 30 June, 

beginning at 3:00 pm. Members wishing to have motions or other business considered at the meeting are asked 

to advise the Administrator (admin@nzif.org.nz, phone (04) 974 8421) as soon as possible, but no later than 

mid-day on Tuesday 11 June so it can be included in the notice of meeting, which must be sent to members 

later in the same week. If proposing a motion to be considered by the meeting please ensure it is clearly worded, 

that you include the names of the proposer and seconder of the motion, and provide explanatory notes on the 

reasons for the motion. 

Annual Requirements 

The Board reminds all Registered Members that the Annual Requirements deadline was 30 April 2013. To those 

who have complied the Board appreciated your timeliness. However, to those in arrears you risk being removed 

from the Register. Thank you to those members who have met the Annual Requirements for registration. 

Unfortunately a number or you are now in arrears of the 30 April deadline. Those now in arrears run the risk of 

being removed from the Register so you need to get on with it. The Board has endeavoured to make the process 

more consistent this year with the payment of the annual fee being acknowledgement of Code of Ethics 

affirmation. For those who have not paid the accounting system will generate statements. 

CPD returns are now required online. Instructions on how to do it are available here. Your CPD return is 

required for the 2012 calendar year so you need to go to CPD History on the Members Dashboard page. For 

Name field please use short title of event (e.g. NZIF Conference, FFR Fieldtrip) and you can then elaborate in 

the notes section. While the notes section does not show on-screen it does on the download file and is vetted for 

the Annual Requirements checking. Please check that your CPD return meets the minimum requirement. Failure 

to do so can result in revocation of Registered Member status. 

Have you paid your membership fee yet? 

Membership fees were due for payment by the end of April. It is satisfying to see lots of payments coming 

through the system – credit card payments through the membership database, direct credits into the bank 

account and cheques in the mail. We would be grateful if those who have not paid yet could get on to it to 

eliminate all those annoying payment reminder emails filling your in-box? 

Back to Contents 

mailto:johnggroome@xtra.co.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
http://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=147&Highlight=cpd
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2013 AGM & CONFERENCE 

NZIF Conference – New Plymouth – 30 June to 3 July 2013 

Our 2013 conference will explore how one region attempts to balance the drive for economic development 

against the ever increasing demands for environmental and landscape protection and enhancement that ensures 

a sustainable pathway for future generations. Collaborative efforts, which enhance vegetation and forest cover 

in an intensive dairying environment, will be showcased.  

CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN 

Visit the NZIF conference website now for more details on the conference and registration: 

www.nzifconference.co.nz 

Something to see while at the conference in Taranaki 

 

A typical Northland, Waitakere or Coromandel 

scene? No, a stand of Kauri planted in the early 

1940’s, located in the Cowling Plantation in Barretts 

Domain in New Plymouth. This is one of the largest 

kauri plantations outside its natural distribution and 

worth a visit when you attend the NZIF Conference 

from 30 June – 3 July. Arrive a day earlier and take a 

few hours to admire this and other significant 

heritage trees in and around the North Taranaki 

environs. 

 

http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
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NZIF FELLOWS TO MEET AT CONFERENCE 

The NZIF fellows’ committee would like to invite you to a meeting of fellows to be held during the conference 

starting at 6pm on Monday 1st July. This meeting is designed as a networking opportunity with drinks served. 

The committee will update you on matters of importance to the NZIF fellows and seek input on direction for the 

committee for the next year. 

FORESTERS HEAD TO TARANAKI 

NZIF Media Release, 6 June 2013 

Forestry professionals will head to the centre of dairy farming country at the end of this month to attend the NZ 

Institute of Forestry’s annual conference.  Entitled “The Place of Forests in Collaborative Land Use 

Decisions”, the conference will be of interest to a broad cross section of rural land users, regulators and 

conservationists and is also the time when the forestry profession recognises its achievers including new 

Fellows, Forester of the Year and various scholarships awarded through the NZ Institute of Forestry Foundation. 

While containing less than 1% of the nation’s productive plantation forest, Taranaki is nevertheless unique in 

the way land use decision making to balance the multiple use interests of the mountain, the intensive dairying 

ring plain and the eastern hill country is managed. The drainage of approximately 300 rivers and streams 

through dairying country creates significant challenges for the control of diffuse pollution and the Taranaki 

Regional Council’s riparian management programme will be something that delegates will learn about. 

However Conference Committee Chair John Schrider says the conference is not just about riparians and water 

quality; it will also explore the ecological changes that have taken place over 200 years of agricultural 

development. There is acute awareness in this region that problems and land use decision making to protect and 

enhance this environment require multidisciplinary resources. The need for economic, social and environmental 

values to be the responsibility of all land users will be a core component of the conference.   The fact that these 

decisions are increasingly made in a collaborative manner to ensure all interests are considered is a feature of the 

Taranaki approach. 

This conference is a regional case study that highlights the successes and acknowledges the failures of previous 

land use decision making and will provide delegates with ideas and approaches relevant in other regions. 

NZIF President, Andrew McEwen, says the role of trees, and not just commercial exotic species, is often 

misunderstood and misrepresented.  Forestry professionals have an important role to play in the transformation 

of our landscapes to ensure the indigenous flora and fauna values we hold dear can exist harmoniously with the 

goals of economic development. 

Key speakers will include: Associate Minister for Primary Industries Hon Jo Goodhew; Executive Director of 

Ecologic Guy Salmon; Chief Executive of Taranaki Regional Council Basil Chamberlain; and Director General 

of the Department of Conservation Al Morrison. Further details of the 30 June – 3 July event can be found on 

www.nzifconference.org.nz or by emailing admin@nzif.org.nz. 

Students welcome at conference 

Students are welcome to register now for the NZIF 2013 Conference. Registration must be completed online 

at www.nzifconference.co.nz. If you can’t remember your password to gain access to the member’s area and 

receive the discounted registration fee, contact Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz. We look forward to seeing you at 

the conference to meet forest-minded people and mingle with fellow tree lovers. Pre-dinner drinks and Award 

Dinner at discounted prices. 

Conference members’ rates extended to Pacific Forestry SIG and IFA 

http://www.nzif.org.nz/ClickThru?pk=16780.329348.205&Redir=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzifconference.org.nz%2F
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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NZIF is offering members’ rates at the conference for Pacific Forestry Special Interest Group members who 

live in Pacific Island countries and to members of the Institute of Foresters of Australia. Please contact Jay 

Matthes (admin@nzif.org.nz, ph +64 4 974 8421) if you wish to take advantage of this offer. 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE OUR SPONSORS WITH THANKS 

KAURI 
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Back to Contents 

SUBMISSIONS 

Murray Parrish (murray.parrish@chh.com) is Submissions Coordinator. NZIF Members or local sections considering 

making submissions (even on what appear to be local issues) should advise him of their plans. Council can assist with the 

cost of making submissions (contact Murray for details) 

Back to Contents 

LOCAL SECTIONS 

AUCKLAND SECTION 

NZIAHS Biosecurity Forum 

Auckland section members will be interested in this meeting.   

Date: 11 July (9:00 am – 3:30 pm) 

Venue: Owen Glenn Building, University of Auckland 

Contact: To register, or to be sent a copy of the flier, please contact Jenny Taylor (09 812 8506, 027 477 9821, 

email secretariat@agscience.org.nz, or see www.agscience.org.nz).  

NZIF members are invited to attend the NZIAHS Biosecurity Forum to be held in the Owen Glenn Building, 

University of Auckland. There have been at least three major biosecurity breaches in NZ in the last decade or so 

– the Painted Apple Moth in Auckland in 1999; the Varroa mite was thought to have become established in NZ 

due to a queen bee being smuggled into the country; and the plant pathogen Pseudomonas syringae pv. 

actinidiae (Psa) affecting kiwifruit. 

Biosecurity is vital to NZ. Preservation of our natural ecosystems, the future growth of our economy and our 

major primary biological exports are all threatened by ongoing incursions at our borders. Yet we also recognise 

the importance of tourism, and without the ability to trade then the agriculture and horticulture industries don’t 

function. We’re asking what have we learned and how can we work together to maintain our trade and tourism 

links, at the same time as protecting our environment and our primary industries? 

Examining this crucial issue to NZ’s livelihood will be the Minister of Primary Industries, leaders from 

livestock and horticultural industries, as well as biosecurity experts at a one-day forum held by the NZ Institute 

of Agricultural and Horticultural Science (NZIAHS).  

CNI SECTION 

CNI section members may be interested in the following Royal Society of NZ 

Meeting in Rotorua on 20 June. 

10x10:4 'Codes and ciphers' 

The fourth lecture in the 10x10 series, in which mathematicians talk about how they 

are helping to solve today's problems, will be on the mathematics of the internet by 

mailto:murray.parrish@chh.com
mailto:secretariat@agscience.org.nz
http://www.nzif.org.nz/ClickThru?pk=16767.325809.877&Redir=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.agscience.org.nz
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/media/10x10-logo.jpg
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Dr Dillon Mayhew. Our modern world has been completely transformed by the instantaneous movement of 

information around the globe – the information transmitted over the internet in 24 hours would fill 2,000,000 

tons of CDs. How can we transmit such volumes of information accurately and securely? The answer lies in the 

mathematics of codes and ciphers. This talk will be a non-technical explanation of some of these mathematical 

ideas. 

Dillon Mayhew studied maths and music at Victoria University of Wellington before leaving to pursue doctoral 

studies at Oxford University. He returned to Wellington in 2006. His research concerns objects called matroids: 

essentially this means doing geometry, but from a computer’s point of view. 

Details: 5:30 pm, Thursday 20 June, Rimu Room, Scion, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua. View webpage for more 

details and to register for a free ticket. 

CANTERBURY SECTION 

'Opportunities for Commercial Timber Buildings in the Christchurch Rebuild', 12 June, 
Christchurch 

This presentation will be of interest to Canterbury section members. 

The Canterbury Branch of the Royal Society of New Zealand presents a talk by Professor Andy Buchanan on 

the opportunities for innovative non-residential timber buildings in the rebuild of Christchurch. He will describe 

new advances in post-tensioned multi-storey timber buildings developed at the University of Canterbury, and 

will discuss how recent research at Canterbury and elsewhere has contributed to increased awareness of timber 

as a low-damage sustainable material for major structures. 

He will also show how acceptance of new building materials in the market place requires a high level of 

confidence among a large number of players, from designers and contractors to building owners and regulators. 

Dr Andy Buchanan is Professor of Timber Design at the University of Canterbury in Christchurch. He is a 

structural engineer with special interests in timber engineering, fire safety and earthquake engineering. 

Details: 7:30 pm, Wednesday 12 June, C3 Lecture Theatre, University of Canterbury 

Back to Contents 

PACIFIC FORESTRY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Engineering properties of Cook Islands timbers 

Kia Orana. I am a structural and civil engineer doing some residential housing work in the Cook Islands. There 

are two species of timber on which I am seeking information in relation to their engineering properties: (1) 

Coconut Tree timber; (2) Ironwood Tree milled timber. Do you have any research or published data that I could 

use to assess member sizing, suitability, durability etc? Denis Brown, Design Solutions (Qld), 

(djbrown@icr.com.au). 

Conference members’ rates extended to Pacific Forestry SIG and IFA 

NZIF is offering members’ rates at the conference for Pacific Forestry Special Interest Group members who live 

in Pacific Island countries. Please contact Jay Matthes (admin@nzif.org.nz, ph +64 4 974 8421) if you wish to 

take advantage of this offer. 

Back to Contents 

http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/events/10-x-10-lecture-series/rotorua-june/
mailto:djbrown@icr.com.au
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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STUDENT’S SECTION 

Students welcome at conference 

Students are welcome to register now for the NZIF 2013 Conference. Registration must be completed online 

at www.nzifconference.co.nz. If you can’t remember your password to gain access to the member’s area and 

receive the discounted registration fee, contact Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz. We look forward to seeing you at 

the conference to meet forest-minded people and mingle with fellow tree lovers. Pre-dinner drinks and Award 

Dinner at discounted prices. 

Time to update your records 

You should have received an email asking you to confirm whether or not you are still a student, or whether it is 

now time for you to move on to graduate member. It is also time to update your records, especially if you have 

changed your address. The email had a guide to updating your records attached – please take the time to do this. 

It saves everyone in the long run. Email Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz if you need any help with this. If you have 

graduated and moved on, we hope that you will retain your NZIF membership. It is important to maintain 

contact and membership with your professional association. 

 Back to Contents 

PEOPLE NEWS 

Keith Chandler 

Keith Chandler MNZIF (Retired) died in Auckland on Monday 3
rd

 June. Keith joined NZIF as a student member 

in 1959 when he was a NZ Forest Service trainee. After gaining a B.Sc. at Auckland University and a Diploma 

in Forestry at Canberra he spent time at Tapanui and Tuatapere in the Forest Service Southland Conservancy. 

During this time he had a paper Climatic Damage to Forests of the Tapanui District published in the Journal of 

Forestry and cited in a number of other papers since. He became an Associate Member around 1964 and a 

Member around 1964 when he was based in Palmerston North. By 1970 he was based at Kaingaroa forest. In 

1979 he was one of the founders of the forestry consulting firm Chandler Fraser Keating (CFK) and became an 

NZIF Recognised Forestry Consultant (the forerunner to our registration scheme). In the firm he worked on 

many projects in the Pacific and South East Asia with FAO and the World Bank. In 1986 he was appointed a 

Director of New Zealand Forestry Corporation, the State Enterprise established to take over the commercial 

forestry assets of the NZ Forest Service. 

Barrie Bright and Bill Crighton 

Southern North Island members will be saddened to hear of the recent passing of two forestry sector identities. 

Both Barrie Bright, Bright Building Supplies, Paramata, and Bill Crighton, ITM Building Centres in Levin and 

other locations, will be known to many through their business interests in the building supplies market, 

sawmilling and forests. Neither Barrie nor Bill was an NZIF member. However, the NZIF acknowledges their 

contributions to the sector and passes on condolences to their respective families and business associates.  

John Schrider 

Back to Contents 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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The NZIF has no view on the service or product sought or advertised. Follow up any item directly with the advertiser, not 

with the NZIF. A charge may be imposed, depending on the nature of the advertisement. If you respond to an advertiser, 

tell them that you saw it in the NZIF newsletter. To advertise in the newsletter contact the NZIF Administrator, 

admin@nzif.org.nz, ph (04) 974 8421. 

JOB VACANCY WEBSITES 

Science jobs fusionz.rsnz.org/ 

MPI http://careers.haines.co.nz/MPI/Pages/Vacancies.aspx 

NZ conservation jobs www.conjobs.co.nz/index.php 

Department of Conservation www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/jobs-at-doc/current-vacancies/ 

Australian Government jobsearch.gov.au/Login/Login.aspx?WHCode=0 

Australia Department of Agriculture 

Fisheries & Forestry 

www.daff.gov.au/about/jobs 

Spanish forest engineer seeks work 

My name is Juan Ibañez from Spain. I live in Guangzhou (China). I am writing to you because I would like to 

offer you my expertise as a forest engineer. I recently completed my studies in Technical Forestry Engineering 

at the University of Castilla la Mancha (Albacete), and I address you with the offer of my services in NZ. 

During my training I have done several internships in many fields. This experience and a number of training 

courses could be considered relevant to you. Please email me if you would like to see my CV. Juan Ibanez 

Poveda (joanibapo@gmail.com)  

Back to Contents 

PUBLICATIONS / MEDIA / NOTICES 

FOREST AND WOOD INDUSTRY AWARDS 

All nominations and entries now close on 28 June 2013. For more information email events@fitec.org.nz, 

contact Prue Younger (021 276 5484), or visit www.fitec.org.nz/awards. 

DON MEAD AND FAO LAUNCH ‘SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF PINUS RADIATA 
PLANTATIONS’ BOOK 

On 20 May, Don Mead, NZIF Fellow, together with FAO’s Walter Kollert, Forestry Officer (Planted Forests) 

launched the new book, ‘Sustainable Management of Pinus radiata Plantations’, FAO Forestry Paper No. 17, at 

the 3
rd

 International Congress on Planted Forests in Estoril, Portugal. 

Don wrote the book from a global perspective, with particular focus on the 4.2 million hectares of resources in 

NZ, Chile, Australia and Spain, but recognising plantings in other European, Southern African and Latin 

American countries. P. radiata remains one of the most productive and widely planted introduced conifers with 

resilience in silviculture and end uses. 

The book reviews the current knowledge and experience with P. radiata forest plantation management and 

examines the principles and practices of growing them sustainably. The book also addresses the biological, 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
http://fusionz.rsnz.org/#_blank
http://careers.haines.co.nz/MPI/Pages/Vacancies.aspx
http://www.conjobs.co.nz/index.php
https://jobsearch.gov.au/Login/Login.aspx?WHCode=0#_blank
http://www.daff.gov.au/about/jobs
mailto:joanibapo@gmail.com
mailto:events@fitec.org.nz
http://www.fitec.org.nz/awards
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social, ecological and economic dimensions of management, including constraints and opportunities. The 246 

page book includes 12 chapters, ranging from: an overview; site requirements; social, economic and 

environmental considerations; pests and diseases; growth characteristics, wood properties and end use; tree 

breeding; planting stock production; establishment and early tending; silvicultural tending; productivity and 

sustainability; farm forestry; and conclusions.  

The book has a glossary, 624 reference documents, 69 figures/photos and 25 tables, to illustrate points. It is 

relevant for plantation investors, growers, researchers and academics in addressing emerging challenges facing 

plantation forest management, such as climate change, the impacts of pests, diseases and other threats and to 

adapt to the changing societal demands.  

  

Don launching the book at the 3
rd

 International 

Congress on Planted Forests 

Don personally signing copies of his book 

To obtain a hard copy of the book, orders (free of charge) can be placed with Walter Kollert at 

walter.kollert@fao.org, or you will soon be able to access and download an electronic copy from the FAO 

Forestry Paper web portal on http://www.fao.org/forestry/58718/en/  

SCION NEWS 

Forest Science Seminar Series – Available via video/audio conference 

Scion’s Forest Science research area hosts a regular seminar series at the Rotorua office. Topics and presenters 

for this seminar come from the four teams whose research is related to Forestry and Biosecurity – Forest 

Protection, Forest Genetics, Forest Management and Forest Environment. Visiting scientists from overseas are 

also speakers in this seminar series (FSSS). This seminar series is not only for Scion staff, we welcome others to 

join the series and listen to seminars on current research around Forestry. The seminars can be attended by 

Rotorua locals or via an online system if you do not live in here. Seminars are held monthly and usually from 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm. To attend in person, please enter Scion via reception, no appointment is needed, and the 

seminars are in the Rimu room. The instructions for the remote log-in are sent out through the monthly seminar 

notification emails. To subscribe to this, please contact Katrin Webb, who is coordinating the seminar series on 

Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com. 

 

Workshop on Silvicultural Options for High-Risk Areas 

Available via video/audio conference 

mailto:walter.kollert@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/forestry/58718/en/
mailto:Katrin.Webb@scionresearch.com
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Scion is running an e-workshop in its Forests and Climate Change series on 11 June from 5:30 pm onwards in 

the Rimu Room, Scion, 49 Sala Street, Rotorua. This after work e-workshop will follow with drinks and nibbles 

and is also available online.  

Welcome: Andrew Dunningham, Scion  

Overview: Tim Payn, Scion  

High intensity rainfall data: Andrew Tait, Niwa (by video)  

Steepland harvesting: Dzhamal Amishev, Scion  

Continuous cover forestry: Stefania Pizzirani, Scion  

Forest Investment Finder (FIFF): Luke Barry, Scion  

Panel discussion: Tim Barnard, Scion  

Enquiries: email enquiries@scionresearch.com. 

To join via video conference your PC will need a camera and/or a microphone. To connect browse to 

http://sds.karen.net.nz/scopia?ID=6111&autojoin. The desktop client may need to be installed from 

http://sds.karen.net.nz/scopia?client. Use the test room to test the connection – meeting id: 6222. 

To join via phone: 04 499 8283. When prompted for a meeting id enter: 6111 followed by #. 

To watch live open http://sds.karen.net.nz. Select the Watch Webcast tab from the menu and enter the meeting 

id 6111. If you have not installed the plug-in you will need to install that first, restart the web browser, then 

return to this step. 

If attending in person please RSVP by 9 June to enquiries@scionresearch.com  

Forest Health newsletter 

This newsletter is available on the Scion website and users can subscribe to our RSS feed to get notified. To 

view it see: http://www.scionresearch.com/general/publications/forest-health-newsletter 

Forestry Ecosystem Services Forum presentations available  

Forest ecosystem services (FES) are the direct and indirect contributions forests make to human wellbeing such 

as wood, recreation, biodiversity and improved water quality. Accounting for the values of ecosystem services 

helps forests to be more accurately valued, managed and helps better inform policy. Recently Scion held the 

second Forest Ecosystem Services Forum in Wellington. Speakers from regional councils, government agencies, 

and the forestry sector from NZ, the US Forest Service, Australia’s CSIRO and Scion’s own researchers shared 

their research and perspectives on the future for ecosystem services. The forum also discussed how NZ might 

address the opportunities, risks and challenges associated with realising the values of FES and incorporating 

them in future policy decisions. Presentations from the forum can be found at this website: 

http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/past-events/forest-ecosystem-services-

workshop-2013 

DEFERMENT OF THE NES FOR PLANTATION FORESTRY 

The latest article on Adderley Head’s website http://www.adderleyhead.co.nz/publications/articles/forestry/223 

discusses reasons given in the Cabinet Paper for deferring the NES for Plantation Forestry and proposals for 

Government officials to work with the forestry sector in the future. 

VITAL INVESTMENT TOOL DEVELOPED FOR WOOD PROCESSORS 

Media release: Wood Council of NZ. 4 June 2013 

mailto:enquiries@scionresearch.com
http://sds.karen.net.nz/scopia?ID=6111&autojoin
http://sds.karen.net.nz/scopia?client
http://sds.karen.net.nz/
mailto:enquiries@scionresearch.com
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/publications/forest-health-newsletter
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/past-events/forest-ecosystem-services-workshop-2013
http://www.scionresearch.com/general/news-and-events/events/past-events/forest-ecosystem-services-workshop-2013
http://www.adderleyhead.co.nz/publications/articles/forestry/223
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A major study report released by the Wood Council highlights the need for by-products from established 

industries like sawmilling if New Zealand is to develop profitable businesses based on emerging technologies, 

like bio-fuels and bio-chemicals. 

The WoodScape study is the result of collaboration between the forest and wood products industry, the NZ 

Ministry for Primary Industries and NZ Trade and Enterprise, which together funded the project. 

Crown Research Institute Scion, in partnership with FP Innovations and the Wood Council, evaluated wood 

processing investment opportunities in a New Zealand setting. 

The study developed a NZ-specific model that can be used to evaluate potential opportunities for investment in 

traditional and emerging wood processing technologies that have the potential to generate more jobs and 

increase export earnings from New Zealand’s timber harvest. 

Council chairman Doug Ducker says the study has highlighted a single key imperative – viable primary wood 

processing industries like sawmilling are vital to investment in further downstream secondary processing. 

“If sawmillers on-sell wood residues to supplement their income this will in turn enable many new and 

emerging technologies like bio-fuels and bio-chemicals to generate acceptable positive returns on investment. 

Without the primary wood processing sector, these new opportunities will be less viable.” 

The work is an important next step in the Wood Council’s Strategic Action Plan, which aims to increase the 

sector’s exports from the current $4.5 billion dollars to $12 billion dollars by 2022. The role of the WoodScape 

study was to analyse future investment options to grow wood processing and manufacturing in New Zealand. 

“We are on an exciting journey,” Mr Ducker says. “But it is important to understand that the WoodScape study 

has been conducted at a very high level and further analysis will need to be undertaken at a regional and 

individual company level to identify specific investment opportunities.” 

A summary of findings of the WoodScape report as well as the detailed study reports can be found on the Wood 

Council’s website: www.woodco.org.nz 

NEW ZEALAND BIRDS ONLINE 

A new website www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz, a digital encyclopaedia of New Zealand birds, has been launched. 

The project is a collaboration between the Department of Conservation, Te Papa and the Ornithological Society 

of New Zealand. The intended audience is anyone with an interest in New Zealand birds, from novice to 

professional, and it has been put together with crowd-sourced texts and digital images. It includes a three step 

process to help you identify a bird, conservation status information and includes audio files of bird song. 

BAYERBOOST SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR YEAR 13 STUDENTS 

Applications are now open for the BayerBoost Scholarships. Funded by Bayer New Zealand and administered 

by the Royal Society of New Zealand, BayerBoost provides scholarships for secondary school students to 

undertake environmental research projects during their summer break. BayerBoost enables students to do this 

through working with accredited organisations involved in environmental research or restoration. As well as 

obtaining funding, scholarship recipients receive guidance from a host organisation to carry out their 

environmental study. For more information including guidelines please visit www.Bayerboost.co.nz or contact 

Debbie.woodhall@royalsociety.org.nz with any questions. 

COUNTRY CALENDAR – UPCOMING STORY ON FARM FORESTRY 

TV1 has a farm forestry story on Saturday 29
 
June (yes, some of you will be on your way, or already in New 

Plymouth, ready for the start of the NZIF AGM and Conference the next day). The story line is: ‘A crew from 

http://www.woodco.org.nz/
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/
http://www.bayerboost.co.nz/
mailto:Debbie.woodhall@royalsociety.org.nz
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Hyundai Country Calendar have been in the Bay of Plenty shooting a story about farm forestry ... and what do 

you do when you're telling the story of trees. You go and see what happens to the millions of tonnes of radiata 

logs grown for export from NZ each year (14 million tonnes in 2011). The Port of Tauranga exports one-third of 

all the timber grown in NZ ... about $5 million dollars worth a year. Most of it goes to China with small amounts 

for India, Japan and Korea. The farm forestry operation, Summerhill, featured in our story is only a few 

kilometres away from the port, which gives them a big advantage in saving cartage costs’. 

Back to Contents 

CALENDAR 

The events in this calendar have come from a range of sources and no responsibility can be taken for errors. Contact the 

organisers to check times, locations, costs etc. New events are marked in moss green. 

June-July 2013  

Thur 11 Jun Scion workshop on silvicultural options for high-risk areas, Rotorua, 

enquiries@scionresearch.com 

Wed 12 Jun Canterbury section talk (see Local Sections in this newsletter) 

Thur 20 Jun CNI section meeting, Rotorua, View webpage for more details 

Sun 30 Jun – Wed 

3 July 
NZIF AGM and Conference, New Plymouth 

Thur 4 – Fri 5 July Biochar Workshop 2013, L.M.Lowe@massey.ac.nz 

Tue 9 –  

Wed 10 July 
Valuing Nature Conference, Wellington, www.valuingnature.org.nz 

Thur 11 July NZIAHS Biosecurity Forum – for Auckland section, secretariat@agscience.org.nz 

August 2013  

7-8 MobileTech Summit, Wellington. http://www.mobiletechevents.com/index  

Sun 25 – Thur 29 2014 IUFRO Forest Tree Breeding Conference, Prague, truchla@guarant.cz 

October 2013  

Tue 15 – Fri 18  Forest sector modelling conference – Norway, fsm2013@umb.no 
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NZIF CONTACTS 

President: Andrew McEwen President@nzif.org.nz 

Vice President James Treadwell Vice-president@nzif.org.nz 

Secretary: David Evison Secretary@nzif.org.nz 

Treasurer: Chayne Zinsli Treasurer@nzif.org.nz 

Registrar: Mike Marren Registrar@nzif.org.nz 

Administrator: Jay Matthes Admin@nzif.org.nz 

Journal Editor: Julian Bateson bateson.publish@xtra.co.nz 

Newsletter Coordinator: Helen McDonald Newsletter@nzif.org.nz 

Newsletter Advertisements: Jay Matthes admin@nzif.org.nz 
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others without permission from NZIF. Copies of the Newsletter are on the NZIF website (www.nzif.org.nz) in the member’s only section. Disclaimers: 
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caused by the use of material contained in the Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the NZIF  

 


