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IN THIS ISSUE 

** President’s comment Go – Conference registrations now open; Time to nominate candidates for 

NZIF Fellow; Annual subscriptions are due; Will you be at the IFA 

Conference next week? 

** Member’s forum Go – Christchurch Cathedral in wood?; Forest levy debate – response to 

Julian Bateson 

** NZIF business Go – Actions needed from members; Financial Advisors Act 2008 

** 2013 AGM & Conference Go – NZIF Conference – New Plymouth – 30 June to 3 July 2013; 

Conference registrations now open; Keynote speakers; Conference 

description; Conference brochure; Field trip; Why not display your 

wares? Opportunity for Registered Members; Conference sponsors; 

Conference contacts 

 NZIF Foundation Go – 2013 Awards and Scholarships  

 Submissions Go – Freshwater reform; Delivery of NZ Standards; FSC International 

Generic Indicators 

** Local sections Go – Canterbury section; Auckland section; Hawkes Bay section; Otago-

Southland section 

 Pacific Forestry SIG Go –  

 Student’s section Go – Schlich Memorial Prize winner; Time to update your records 

 People news Go –  

** Advertisements Go – Forestry-related jobs 

** Publications/media/notices Go  Forest owners vote yes; Wood Smart Seminar: All about here and 

now; Forest and Wood Industry National Training Awards; 

Revenues to Residues 2013 and CleanTECH Expo; MobileTech 

Summit; From our UK colleagues 

 Calendar Go – Ongoing events 

 Contacts Go –  

 Disclaimer Go –  

(** means new material in this section and new items are marked with a moss green heading) 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 

Andrew McEwen FNZIF 

President, NZ Institute of Forestry 

president@nzif.org.nz 

Conference registrations now open 

You should have received an email this week telling you about the NZIF AGM and Conference in New 

Plymouth from Sunday 30 June (workshops and AGM) to Wednesday 3 July (field trip) and providing links to 

the conference brochure and online registration. 

Please have a look at the programme. It is generating a lot of interest from a wide range of people and we expect 

a good turnout including people not usually seen at NZIF conferences – so expect some good networking 

opportunities – but you will have to be there to experience them. 

mailto:president@nzif.org.nz
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Please pass on the link to the conference brochure to colleagues and people you think will be interested in the 

programme. Why not print off a copy or three and leave them lying around the reception area in your office? 

I would like to pay a tribute the conference organising committee for getting us to this point. I include a special 

thanks to Jay for agreeing to bring the conference management task in-house. There have been a few tense 

moments as the online registration module was being developed to run on the NZIF website, but it has now 

come together. Please contact Jay (admin@nzif.org.nz) if you seem to be having any problems or want any 

more information. 

Time to nominate candidates for NZIF Fellow 

This is a reminder that if you want to nominate a member for consideration for election as an NZIF Fellow, you 

only have a week left to get everything done. 

The main criterion for a member to be elected as a Fellow is they have been recognised by NZIF members as 

having achieved eminence in the profession. Apart from that, candidates have to be a Retired (but not Retired 

Associate), Registered or Ordinary member at the time of nomination and must have been such a member for at 

least five years prior to the nomination. They also must have had at least 15 years’ experience in some branch of 

forestry (which can include practice, administration, teaching or research) of which at least five years must have 

been in NZ. 

Nomination forms are on the NZIF website (the link to the form is near the bottom of the page) or contact the 

Administrator. 

Timetable for the 2013 Election of NZIF Fellows  

Nominations close with the NZIF Administrator – 5:00 pm Friday 12 April  

Electronic ballot opens – Friday 17 May 

Close of voting – 5:00 pm Friday 14 June 

Announce new Fellows at AGM – Sunday 30 June  

Annual subscriptions are due 

Good to see many of you paying your annual subs, registered members are entering their CPD details online, 

and student members are confirming their status for 2013. If you haven’t received an email from the 

Administrator setting out the annual renewal requirements, then please get in touch (admin@nzif.org.nz). 

Will you be at the IFA Conference next week? 

The Institute of Foresters of Australia conference is being held in Canberra from this Sunday (7 April) until 

Thursday. It is a very interesting conference and I am looking forward to attending it. 

If are are attending the conference or if you will be in Canberra next week, why not track me down and say 

hello. 

Back to Contents 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
https://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=122
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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MEMBER’S FORUM 

(Please keep Guest Comment and Member’s Forum contributions to around 300 words. Send contributions as an email 

attachment (Word document) to newsletter@nzif.org.nz) 

Christchurch Cathedral in wood? 
Rob Miller RMNZIF, Wellington 

I looked with interest at the three options put up by the Anglican Church for rebuilding the Christchurch 

Cathedral in the media this week. One was to reconstruct the existing building at great expense, the second was 

to build something new in a similar style in bricks and mortar, but the third was a contemporary design in wood 

for half the cost. What an exciting option this third one would be for the city and also for our industry. A feature 

building of this significance would be a flagship for engineered building design with wood as well as a symbol 

of rebirth for the city. We should give this our full support. 

Forest levy vote – response to Julian Bateson 
Trevor Walton, Communications Adviser, Forest Voice Referendum 

As a supporter of the proposed levy, I have been intrigued to see what has been happening during the past month 

with regard to the plantation forest referendum. I should really say I have been intrigued to see what has not 

been. No-one should be surprised that the Forest Voice Referendum wasn’t on the television news or in every 

daily paper. It’s not the sort of news that interests Jo Public or sells newspapers. 

The Referendum Board therefore sensibly focused its communications budget and effort on publications and 

media that were likely to reach eligible voters at reasonable cost. Throughout the voting period there were 

regular advertisements and articles in forest industry newsletters, e-letters and magazines. 

Farm foresters who don’t belong to the FOA or FFA were targeted by regular advertisements in the NZ Farmers 

Weekly, Rural News and next to Denis Hocking’s article in Country-Wide. The reminder in each week's 

Federated Farmers Friday Flash and on the home page of their website was hard to miss. Most Maori forestry 

entities belong to FoMA, which highlighted the referendum in their newsletter. 

As for investors in forest syndicates, they were kept informed by Roger Dickie, Forest Enterprises, PF Olsen and 

others. Those investors who don’t belong to a syndicate and don’t read the most popular farming newspapers 

were targeted through a campaign on interest.co.nz, the country's most popular investment website. Yes, not all 

investors visit that website, but there’s a very high chance their advisers do. 

As for newspapers and radio, it took a bit of jawboning, but we ended up with a series of excellent articles in the 

Northern Advocate, NZ Herald, Bay of Plenty Times, Rotorua Post, Gisborne Herald, Manawatu Standard, 

Wairarapa Times Age, Otago Daily Times and the Otago/Southland Farmer. Radio NZ Rurals ran some 

interviews. There will be other media coverage we don’t know about, but that list is surely ‘significant’. 

Of course, our communications strategy for the referendum wasn’t purely based on media. A key element was 

getting forest owners and farm foresters talking to their neighbours and making them aware of what’s going on. 

In doing this, both you and your farm forestry informant did exactly what was asked of you. It’s great to know 

that our message got through and was translated into action. 

Back to Contents 

mailto:newsletter@nzif.org.nz
http://interest.co.nz/
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NZIF BUSINESS 

Actions needed from members 

There are a number of actions currently required of members: 

 Fellows and Honorary Members need to vote for the next Fellows’ Committee before 5:00 pm on Monday 

(8 April); 

 Nominations for NZIF Fellows close at 5:00 pm next Friday (12 April); 

 Subscriptions are due for payment no later than 30 April; 

 Registrations for the AGM and Conference are now open; 

 Start thinking about who you want to nominate for NZIF 2013 Forester of the Year. 

Please take some time to action these. 

Financial Advisors Act 2008 

As members are aware Council and the Registration Board have been undertaking work on the Financial 

Advisors Act 2008 and are looking to take this to the next stage that will involve seeking a legal opinion on the 

Act’s implications for members. We intend to follow a process similar to the path taken with the Real Estate 

Agents Act that involved seeking examples or scenarios from members of the types of work or situations where 

the Act may impact on the activities of members. If you have such examples I encourage you to forward these to 

me so I can incorporate these in the mix when we have those discussions with legal advisors. 

John Schrider (john.schrider@forme.co.nz) 

Back to Contents 
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2013 AGM & CONFERENCE 

NZIF Conference – New Plymouth – 30 June to 3 July 2013 

Our 2013 conference will explore how one region attempts to balance the drive for economic development 

against the ever increasing demands for environmental and landscape protection and enhancement that 

ensures a sustainable pathway for future generations. Collaborative efforts, which enhance vegetation and 

forest cover in an intensive dairying environment, will be showcased.  

CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN 

Theme: The Place of Forests in Collaborative Land Use 

Decisions: The Taranaki Story 

Date: Sunday 30 June to Wednesday 3 July 2013 

Associated events: 

Two CPD workshops and the NZIF AGM on Sunday 30 

June 

NZIF Awards Dinner on Monday 1 July 

Field trip on Wednesday 3 July 

Venue: New Plymouth 

Website: www.nzifconference.co.nz 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE 
OUR SPONSORS WITH 

THANKS 

KAURI 

Why not have your name 

here? 

TOTARA 

 

AWARDS DINNER 

 

http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
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Conference registrations now open 

Online conference registration is now open through the NZIF website. It is 

time to make the commitment to support your professional association and 

attend the conference, the CPD workshops and the AGM. You only get 

one chance each year to do this, so sign up now – click here. 

This is the first time we have asked our administrator Jay to be the 

conference manager and the first time we have used our own website to 

deal with conference registrations. We believe that everything is working, 

but if you have any problems just contact Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz or 

phone (04) 974 8421. 

Keynote speakers 

Keynote speakers at the conference include: 

Hon. Jo Goodhew, Associate Minister of Primary Industries  

Guy Salmon, Executive Director, Ecologic Foundation  

Basil Chamberlain, Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council 

Al Morrison, Director General & Chief Executive, Department of 

Conservation 

Topic: Overview of DOC activities from a regional perspective and 

objectives, values, plans for integrating these into provincial land use 

management. 

Dinner speaker: Davey Hughes 

He’s hunted Caribou in the Arctic Circle, 

grizzlies in Alaska and buffalo in Tanzania. 

He’s the bane of Customs officials’ lives, has 

run the gruelling Coast to Coast, and is the man 

behind the highly-successful Swazi outdoor 

clothing label; he’s a passionate conservationist 

and he sure knows how to spin a yarn or two. 

Davey Hughes – aka the Swazi Man – is many 

things, but one thing he’s most certainly not is 

conventional. Now, Swazi has become much 

more than a clothing company. 19 years on it is 

a company with huge respect around the globe, 

not only for apparel, but also for its stand on 

environmental issues, social justice and promotion of adventure. The 

Swazi promise is to continue to produce innovative and practical 

Agricultural, Hunting and Outdoor Leisure clothing, but hand in hand with 

this assurance Swazi also undertakes to make the voice of the outdoors 

heard. To promote adventure, hunting and a sense of responsibility among 

young people.  

RIMU 

 

 

 

NETWORK DRINKS 

Why not have your name 

here? 

RADIATA 

 

FIELD TRIP 

 

CONFERENCE 
PROCEEDINGS 
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Conference description 

The formation of the Taranaki Riparian Management Programme has 

provided a foundation for cooperation between diverse land use interests. 

How this has been achieved and its successes to date will be a core 

component of the conference. Conference themes include: 

 The mechanisms, including farm plans, used in a practical way to 

implement national environmental policies at the regional level. 

 How the Department of Conservation is implementing its national 

objectives, values and plans at a provincial level and its natural 

heritage prioritisation system as it relates to Taranaki.  

 Voluntary community-based projects to create and protect inland 

sanctuaries to enhance the habitat of native flora and fauna.  

Presentations on the second day include: 

 The forest industry’s long-term vision for environmental research in 

production forests  

 The continuing search for alternative production species  

 New forest investment opportunities with carbon, permanent sinks 

and other mechanisms with application in the Taranaki hinterland.  

This conference is a regional case study, which highlights the successes 

and acknowledges the failures of previous land use decision-making.  

Conference brochure 

The conference brochure is now available on the website. Have a look and 

then tell you employer this is a ‘must be there’ conference and tell your 

partners it is time for a visit to Taranaki. 

Please also email the conference link to colleagues and friends and 

encourage them to have a look and attend. 

Leave a printed copy or two around your office reception area. 

Field trip 

The field trip will visit local examples of projects or programmes of work 

that demonstrate the application of the theory and science. 

Farmer Wayne Peters has been acknowledged by the Taranaki Regional 

Council for his riparian planting successes. They have transformed a farm 

where cows drank from its 50 unfenced creeks which form part of the 

Mangorei River watershed into a property where the bush is perhaps more 

important than the cows. 

Farm plans are an integral component of the wider efforts in Taranaki to 

ensure better land use decision making. A land resource inventory of the 

soils, geology, vegetation, slope and erosion provides the basis for 

determining the sustainability of various land uses. Owner Jeremy 

Thomson will discuss Farm Plan No. 001; Makara Farm, 20 years on. We 

 

BREAKFAST 
SESSION 

 

CONFERENCE 
SESSION 

 

 

EXHIBITOR 

 

 

STUDENT 
SPONSOR 
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will also have a discussion on improving farm revenues by diversification 

into bioenergy and other bio based feedstock crops. 

Last stop is Port Taranaki is the only deep water seaport on the west coast 

of NZ. It was established in 1875 and is contained within two breakwaters, 

which also includes the popular Ngamotu beach. It handles large volumes 

of international and coastal cargoes mainly servicing the farming, 

engineering and petrochemical industries. 

Why not display your wares 

The conference venue has plenty of space for displays. Why not show 

delegates and visitors to the conference what you have got to offer in the 

way of new products, new publications, the services you provide, etc. 

Contact James Treadwell (Vice-President@nzif.org.nz) for more 

information and to book your space. 

Opportunity for Registered Members 

As an NZIF Registered Member have considered using the NZIF 

Conference at New Plymouth to promote yourself and your business. 

There are all the usual opportunities ranging from ads in the conference 

proceedings to stalls displaying your wares, to sponsoring a conference 

session. To discuss opportunities for promotion, contact James Treadwell 

(Vice-President@nzif.org.nz).  

Conference sponsors 

Sponsorship opportunities for the 2013 conference are now open, so 

please view the Sponsorship Prospectus here. There are many 

opportunities and we need you if the conference is to offer you 

fantastic speakers, great CPD opportunities, and that once-a-year 

chance to network with like-minded people. Please contact James 

Treadwell either by email (vice-president@nzif.org.nz) or phone 022 

043 4511 to register your interest in sponsoring. We thank those who 

have already confirmed sponsorship. 

Conference contacts 

For updates on speakers, programme and sponsorship opportunities 

please contact Jay Matthes (admin@nzif.org.nz).  

Chair: John Schrider john@forme.co.nz  

Committee: Jeremy Thomson Jeremy.t@nzfor.co.nz  

Rob Webster rob@nzfor.co.nz  

Paul Silcock paul.s@nzfor.co.nz 

Manager: Jay Matthes admin@nzif.org.nz  

Sponsorship: James Treadwell vice-president@nzif.org.nz 

 

School of Forestry 

Alan Bell & Associates 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

PENS/SATCHELL 
INSERTS 
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2013 Awards and Scholarships 

The NZIF Foundation will be calling for applications for the Chavasse Travel Award and for three student 

scholarships (polytech, undergraduate, postgraduate) shortly. Make sure you look out for the announcement and 

tell those who might be interested in applying. 

Back to Contents 

SUBMISSIONS 

Murray Parrish (murray.parrish@chh.com) is Submissions Coordinator. NZIF Members or local sections considering 

making submissions (even on what appear to be local issues) should advise him of their plans. Council can assist with the 

cost of making submissions (contact Murray for details) 

Freshwater reform 

'Freshwater Reform 2013 and Beyond' proposes a series of reforms to support communities to make better 

decisions, plan, set objectives and limits for their water bodies, and then manage land and water use within those 

limits. The Government believes reform is needed to create more transparent, better targeted and better informed 

decisions on fresh water. Business and water users need certainty so they can plan and invest. This requires 

creating a standardised way of making decisions at every level. Good water management needs wide community 

buy-in by getting everyone around the table earlier in the planning and decision-making process. The deadline 

for comments is at 5:00 pm on Monday 8 April 2013. More information is available at this link: 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/issues/water/freshwater/freshwater-reform-2013/index.html. Public meetings to discuss 

both the water reforms and the Resource Management reforms are taking place around the country – details 

below. 

Delivery of NZ Standards 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) is seeking feedback on proposals to enhance the 

delivery of Standards by New Zealand’s national standards body (NSB). The proposals result from the 2012 

Standards and Conformance Infrastructure Review carried out by officials from the former Ministry of 

Economic Development (now MBIE). The closing date for submissions is at 5:00 pm on Friday 26 April 2013. 

More information available at this website: http://www.med.govt.nz/about-us/proposals-to-enhance-of-the-

delivery-of-standards-by-new-zealands-national-standards-body  

FSC International Generic Indicators 

The First Draft of FSC’s International Generic Indicators (FSC-STD-01-004) is open for submissions. These 

need to be made by 30 April 2013. If you are interested in contribution to an NZIF submission, please contact 

Murray Parish (murray.parrish@chh.com) as soon as possible. More information at http://igi.fsc.org/index.htm.  

mailto:murray.parrish@chh.com
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/issues/water/freshwater/freshwater-reform-2013/index.html
http://www.med.govt.nz/about-us/proposals-to-enhance-of-the-delivery-of-standards-by-new-zealands-national-standards-body
http://www.med.govt.nz/about-us/proposals-to-enhance-of-the-delivery-of-standards-by-new-zealands-national-standards-body
mailto:murray.parrish@chh.com
http://igi.fsc.org/index.htm
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LOCAL SECTIONS 

CANTERBURY SECTION 

Report on March meeting 
Dennys Guild 

Our March meeting (on 27th) was entitled The Current State of and Future Trends in Forestry in Sarawak and 

Sabah (Borneo). This was well attended by members including students. Hugh Bigsby spoke on current and 

potentially sustainable natural forest logging systems in the Dipterocarp Forests of the region. The range of 

species is astronomical, and the problems (technical, intellectual, political and social) being faced by the forest 

managers appear to be even greater. But there remains a possibility, if they can hold onto the will to do it.  

Antony Shadbolt spoke on biodiversity and conservation from his experiences while completing his Masters 

thesis in the area. He showed some pictures of small mammals that mere mortals like me have never even heard 

of. His story also showed up a range of successes (and failures). Mark Bloomberg, who will be returning to the 

region again next week, gave an enlightening summary of the region’s experiences with plantation forestry 

using Acacia mangium. To be sure, it is not as easy peasy as R.rad, with substantial disease and pest problems 

being just a few. Thanks guys, a very well integrated session. 

Advance notice of May meeting 

There will be a NZIF Canterbury section meeting on Thursday 9 May at the School of Forestry. 6:00 pm drinks 

and nibbles, 7:00 pm start. Our guest speaker is Dr Tara Murray. Watch this space for the topic closer to the 

time. 

Durable Eucalypts for NZ Drylands workshop/field trip 

Canterbury section members may be interested in the NZ Drylands workshop/field trip being run in 

Christchurch. 

Saturday 25 May 2013  

9.50 am Gather at School of Forestry, University of Canterbury.  

10.00am Welcome and introduction. Shaf van Ballekom, Chairman NZDFI (Proseed)  

10.10am Current markets for durable hardwood justify investment in planting new eucalypt forests. Paul 

Millen, NZDFI Project Manager  

10.30am Breeding tomorrow’s trees today – an overview of NZDFI’s durable eucalypt breeding programme. 

Luis Apiolaza, School of Forestry, UC  

10.50am Collecting the seed for a durable eucalypt tree breeding programme. Shaf van Ballekom, Chairman 

NZDFI (Proseed)  

11.10am The adaptability and early growth of durable eucalypt species in NZ drylands. Ruth McConnochie, 

NZDFI Tree Breeder  

11.40am Discussion  

12.00 Lunch (included in $10 registration fee)  

1.00pm Early screening of individuals for low growth-stress, high stiffness and physical characteristics. 

Clemens Altaner, School of Forestry, UC  

Selection for improved heartwood and durability. Justin Nijdam, Chemical & Process Engineering, UC  

Visit of laboratory. Monika Sharma, School of Forestry, UC  

2.00pm Depart UC for Harewood Nursery (239 Sawyers Arms Road, 20 mins from UC and 10 mins from the 
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airport) to view durable eucalypts for coppicing and wood quality research.  

3.00pm Field day ends.  

Please bring $10 registration fee in cash to pay for lunch. Bring raincoat if wet weather. RSVP to 

info@nzdfi.org.nz  

AUCKLAND SECTION 

The Auckland Council Unitary Plan – What's in it for Forestry? 
 

When:   5:30 pm for a 6:00 pm start on Thursday 11 April 2013 

Where:  Rayonier, Level 5, 32-34 Mahuhu Crescent, Auckland City 

The highly anticipated Unitary Plan for Auckland was released on Friday 15 March. It has taken and condensed 

the objectives, policies and rules from the more than 10 existing district and regional plans into one document. 

There has been much publicity around this ‘rulebook’ in relation to Auckland’s future housing and the creation 

of the 'future urban zone', but not much else. So what’s in it for forestry? What impact will it have on our ability 

to plant or harvest? What do the earthworks rules look like? 

Come along and hear what it means for forestry from one of Auckland Council’s Principal Planners and those 

who have been involved in the industry consultation to date. This will be another great ASIF evening hosted by 

Rayonier and we look forward to seeing you there. If you plan to attend please RSVP to 

chayne@zinslimoore.co.nz by Sunday 7 April. This will ensure we get the catering right. 

 

HAWKES BAY SECTION 

Speaker: Peter Roil, Managing Director of TimberFirst and Kanuka Engineered Wood Products Ltd  

When:  5:30 pm Tuesday 9
 
April 2013 

Where: The Kanuka EWP site at 18 Irongate Road, Hastings. Look for the Kanuka Engineered Wood 

Products Ltd sign between Donovan Firewood and Stephen’s Transport (driveway to the back 

section). We meet at the office which is on the far side of the big manufacturing building. 

Peter Roil established Kanuka in 1996 after 28 years as a builder, farmer, and more recently a forest developer 

and manager. Peter will show us around his manufacturing plant. We expect to be there for around 1.5 hours.  

TimberFirst markets, designs and project manages the construction of timber buildings using laminated radiata 

pine beams produced by Kanuka Engineered Wood Products Ltd. The company builds anything from barn style 

homes to major industrial buildings. TimberFirst has just completed an 1100 square metre hangar at Hawke’s 

Bay Airport to house the Napier Aero Club. The company has also built other aircraft hangars, a manufacturing 

building for Red Stag Timber in Rotorua and the Epic Centre in Christchurch. 

Kanuka’s factory won a timber design award for commercial engineering excellence in 2008 and an ACENZ 

merit award for an outstanding project in 2009, and is regarded as an industrial masterpiece for not using 

internal supports in the 60 metre long building. The laminated beam systems produced by Kanuka have an 

engineering capability of up to a 100 metre clear span. 

Peter has always been a passionate advocate of timber, as he says: “Timber is great to work with, it’s renewable 

and creates such a warm environment to live or work in. All we’re doing here is taking a good natural product 

and turning it into a great natural product”. Read more about his operation at www.kanukaewp.co.nz  

Non-members welcome. No door charge. Hope to see you there. Nibbles will be available on arrival. Barry 

Keating, Secretary (keating@xtra.co.nz) 

mailto:info@nzdfi.org.nz
mailto:chayne@zinslimoore.co.nz
http://www.kanukaewp.co.nz/
mailto:keating@xtra.co.nz


 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Number 2013/12 

05 APRIL 2013 

 
 

 

KEEPING FORESTRY PROFESSIONALS UP-TO-DATE 

12 

OTAGO-SOUTHLAND SECTION 

Forest Products Industry Meeting 

Venue: The Rosebank Lodge, Balclutha 

Date: Thursday 18 April 2013 

Time: Refreshments at 5:30 pm, presentation at 6:00 pm 

The Southern Wood Council (SWC) along with the local branches of the NZIF and the NZ Farm Forestry 

Association will be meeting in Balclutha for a drink, a dinner, plenty of networking and an entertaining (and 

informative) after-dinner presentation. What’s planned? The Christchurch rebuild is now well underway. Wood, 

and rightly so, is taking on a much more prominent role in the design and construction of residential and 

commercial structures around the city. One of the major drivers to change has been the Structural Timber 

Innovation Company (STIC). It’s a research consortium based in Christchurch. It has developed and 

commercialised a range of new structural building systems that’s now enabling structural timber to compete 

more effectively in building and construction markets. 

Innovative buildings using these systems have been popping up in Christchurch – and around the rest of the 

country. Rob Finch, CEO of STIC, will be coming down to speak to the local industry. He will provide an eye-

opening look into the new building systems, and the structures and buildings that have been constructed over the 

last year or so. Don’t miss this opportunity. It’s been a while since the industry met, so mark the date into your 

diary, talk amongst your office and get a carload of you through for a dinner, a natter and a presentation. 

Email: kerry.apthorp@innovatek.co.nz OR Fax: (03) 470 1906 with names, details of your attendance and 

payment method. Note: Registrations need to be received BEFORE mid-day Wednesday 17 April. 

Back to Contents 

PACIFIC FORESTRY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 
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STUDENT’S SECTION 

Schlich Memorial Prize winner 

The School of Forestry has advised that Grant Pearse is the recipient of the Schlich Memorial Prize for the 

graduating class of 2012. The award is a certificate, a monetary prize and a one-year free Graduate Membership 

of NZIF. Background to the award is described in an article in the New Zealand Journal of Forestry, 50(1): 42-

44 (2005), “Sir William Schlich Memorial Prize – what is the background to it?” by R O'Rielly and P 

McKelvey. 

Time to update your records 

You should have received an email this week asking you to confirm whether or not you are still a student, or 

whether it is now time for you to move on to Graduate member. It is also time to update your records, especially 

if you have changed your address. The email had a guide to updating your records attached – please take the 

time to do this. It saves everyone in the long run. Email Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz if you need any help with this. 

If you have graduated and moved on, we hope that you will retain your NZIF membership. It is important to 

maintain contact and membership with your professional association. For continuing students, keep an eye on 

the newsletter. The NZIF Foundation will be calling for applications for three student scholarships (polytech, 

mailto:kerry.apthorp@innovatek.co.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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university undergraduate, post-graduate) later this year, with the successful applicants to be announced at the 

Awards dinner at the NZIF Conference in New Plymouth on Monday 1 July. 

Back to Contents 

PEOPLE NEWS 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

The NZIF has no view on the service or product sought or advertised. Follow up any item directly with the advertiser, not 

with the NZIF. A charge may be imposed, depending on the nature of the advertisement. If you respond to an advertiser, 

tell them that you saw it in the NZIF newsletter. To advertise in the newsletter contact the NZIF Administrator, 

admin@nzif.org.nz, ph (04) 974 8421. 

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, MAJOR FORESTRY GROUP TECHNICAL & 
OPERATIONS FOCUS, BRISBANE 

Our client is Australia’s largest private timber resources group, which has significant long rotation softwood and 

hardwood plantations throughout Queensland. We seek a strategic operations and commercial leader with a 

proven track record in sustainable forestry stewardship and commercial management involving significant 

multi-site land and plantation assets.  

Candidates will possess relevant tertiary qualifications, supported by strong strategic business, stakeholder 

management and team/ contractor empowerment skills applied to a large forestry asset base spread over regional 

and topographical challenges. Candidates will display exceptional hands-on leadership skills in an atmosphere 

of practical forestry resource management reflecting a strong record of achievement in technical/operations and 

commercial outcomes. This is an outstanding career role as part of a world-class forestry group.  

An excellent salary and benefits package will be negotiated to secure exceptional candidates. Complete 

confidentiality is assured. Initial enquiries may be directed to Neil Barrie of Wyndham Partners Recruitment 

Consultants in Brisbane on (61-3) 9654 1611. Alternatively, please email your resume in absolute confidence to: 

nbarrie@wprerecruitment.com  

JOB VACANCY WEBSITES 

Science jobs fusionz.rsnz.org/ 

MAF careers.haines.co.nz/MAF/Pages/Vacancies.aspx 

NZ conservation jobs www.conjobs.co.nz/index.php 

Department of Conservation www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/jobs-at-doc/current-vacancies/ 

Australian Government jobsearch.gov.au/Login/Login.aspx?WHCode=0 

Australia Department of Agriculture 

Fisheries & Forestry 

www.daff.gov.au/about/jobs 

Back to Contents 
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PUBLICATIONS / MEDIA / NOTICE 

FOREST OWNERS VOTE YES 

Media Release – Forest Growers Levy Trust – 3 April 2013 

The Forest Voice referendum will deliver a clear yes vote in favour of a commodity levy when final results are 

released in a few days. The levy, which will be used to fund activities that benefit all forest owners, was the 

subject of a referendum that ran from 1-29 March. 

“The interim results show there is substantial support from forest owners, both by area of forest and numbers 

voting, for the proposed work programme and the levy that will fund it,” says Forest Growers Levy Trust chair 

Geoff Thompson. 

The final postal votes are still being counted and some ambiguous votes are being clarified, but these will not 

affect the outcome of the poll. The final vote count will be released once it has been considered by the Trust 

board, which meets on Friday. 

WOOD SMART – ALL ABOUT HERE AND NOW 

The Wood Council of NZ, through its promotional arm NZ Wood, has coordinated a who’s who of NZ timber 

technology experts to bring the first Wood Smart Construction Series: Commercial Sector (Wood Smart) to 

Christchurch on 10 April 2013. Wood Smart will provide property owners /asset manager’s engineers, 

architects and quantity surveyors with the knowledge they need to confidently seek a wood first outcome for 

their commercial buildings. 

According to NZ Wood CEO, Jane Arnott, the focus on ‘here and now’, seeks to overcome concerns that timber 

technology in respect of post tensioned multi-storey timber buildings and large clearspan portals are either ‘too 

new’ or simply ‘not possible’. She says, “Commercialising innovation always takes time, but with an 

accelerated rebuild in Christchurch, world-beating technology and a value-added product at our finger tips, our 

sector needed to broaden its reach and focus on education. The seminar will be of value to anyone 

contemplating wood first construction – with added relevance for building owners and developers”. 

This realisation that education was necessary was supported by the sponsors: Building Research Authority of 

New Zealand (BRANZ), Ministry for Primary Industries and the Earthquake Commission. As Dr Hugh Cowan, 

EQC’s General Manager of Reinsurance, Research and Education stated, “There is a lack of consistent, quality 

information in the marketplace about engineered timber and the wide range of potential benefits it offers to 

construction in New Zealand”.  

Wood Smart will ensure that attendees have practical information about product innovation, building system 

innovation and detailed reviews of buildings that utilise post and beam and post tensioned timber and engineered 

timber shear walls. The Wood Smart Seminar Series is being held at Addington Raceway on 10 April 2013. 

More information can be found on the NZ Wood website. Registration is $50.00. 

FOREST AND WOOD INDUSTRY SEEKS TO REWARD TOP PERFORMERS 

 
The 2013 Forest and Wood Industry National Training Awards programme start their search this week for the 

http://nzwood.co.nz/industry-news/2013/02/28/wood-smart-construction-series/
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industry’s top performers. The best trainees/apprentices and companies in the forest, furniture and wood 

manufacturing industry can be nominated for the annual awards through a nomination process which will 

culminate in the top finalist being selected for each award. Companies have until 31 May to submit a 

nomination form for their most talented apprentices/trainees for the award, which include in each sector Modern 

Apprentice of the Year, Trainee of the Year and Training Company of the Year. The nomination form, 

eligibility and criteria are available at http://www.fitec.org.nz/awards/ 

RESIDUES TO REVENUES 2013 AND CLEANTECH EXPO 

 

We are delighted to offer NZIF members a 10% discount off all advertised rates to attend this event, excluding 

the dinner by calling me directly on (07) 921 1384. Alternatively if any members, their colleagues and partners 

from the Auckland area and surrounds would like to attend the dinner only (at 6:00 pm prompt on Wednesday 

10 April) they would be more than welcome without registering to attend the full conference. This would be 

$80+GST per person, again by calling me directly on this number. The after dinner presenter is TV personality 

Te Radar, who has a keen interest in the use of wood residues and bioenergy and who is sure to be entertaining, 

captivating and will deliver a few laughs. This is an ideal opportunity for you, your colleagues, members and 

partners to relax, mingle and network with your industry peers with great entertainment along the way. For more 

information, including about booking, see this: www.woodresiduesevents.com. Gordon Thomson, FIEA 

(innovatek@clear.net.nz) 

MOBILETECH SUMMIT 2013 

 

 

7-8 August 2013, James Cook Hotel, Wellington 

Welcome to this brand new event, MobileTECH Summit 2013 – the future of primary industries. MobileTECH 

Summit 2013 is not just another high technology gadget show. This new event is designed to showcase current 

and upcoming mobile innovations best suited to New Zealand’s principal food and fibre sectors. The very best 

ideas and future applications of innovative tools – new and emerging technologies that can be adopted now, 

whether it’s on the farm, in the greenhouse or out in the forest, will be profiled at this year’s summit.  

The objective of MobileTECH Summit 2013 is to provide new tools, ideas, case studies and contacts for mobile 

communications to grow future productivity and profits. MobileTECH Summit 2013 will bring together leaders 

of this country’s primary industries with the experts and visionaries of the mobile technology world.  

Packed with presentations, demonstrations and panel discussions, this event will leave you inspired and excited 

http://www.fitec.org.nz/awards/
http://www.woodresiduesevents.com/
mailto:innovatek@clear.net.nz
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about where mobile technologies are being used, how they can be integrated within your own business and 

what the opportunities are open to you in the near future. More information is available at this website: 

http://www.mobiletechevents.com/index.  

FROM OUR UK COLLEAGUES 

The Institute of Chartered Foresters (UK) is holding its annual conference in Glasgow on 1-2 May 2013. The 

theme is Woodlands and the Green Economy: Capitalising on Ecosystem Services. More information on the 

conference website. 

Back to Contents 

CALENDAR 

The events in this calendar have come from a range of sources and no responsibility can be taken for errors. Contact the 

organisers to check times, locations, costs etc. New events are marked in moss green. 

April 2013 

Sun 7 – Thur 11 Institute of Foresters of Australia National Conference, www.forestryconference.org.au 

Wed 10  Wood Smart seminar, Christchurch, see NZ Wood website 

Thur 11 Auckland section meeting, chayne@zinslimoore.co.nz 

Tue 9 Hawkes Bay section, keating@xtra.co.nz 

Wed 19 – Thur 11 Residues to Revenues 2013 and CleanTECH Expo, www.woodresiduesevents.com 

Sat 20 – Tue 23  NZFFA AGM and National Conference, www.nzffa.org.nz/conference 

Fri 26 – Sat 27  Trees for Bees Conference, www.eastwoodhill.org.nz 

May 2013  

Wed 1 – Thur 2 Institute of Chartered Foresters Conference, Glasgow, see their website 

Thur 9 Canterbury section May meeting, yannina.whiteley@xtra.co.nz 

Thur 16 – Tue 21 Third International Congress on Planted Forests, 

http://www.efiatlantic.efi.int/portal/events/2013_icpf 

Sat 25 Durable Eucalypts for NZ Drylands workshop/field trip, info@nzdfi.org.nz 

June-July 2013  

Tue 4 – Wed 4 

Jun 
Climate change conference, Palmerston North, www.nzcccconference.org 

Sun 30 Jun – Wed 

3 July 
NZIF AGM and Conference, New Plymouth 

Thur 4 – Fri 5 July  Biochar Workshop 2013, L.M.Lowe@massey.ac.nz 

August 2013  

7-8 MobileTech Summit, Wellington. http://www.mobiletechevents.com/index  

October 2013  

Tue 15 – Fri 18  Forest sector modelling conference – Norway, fsm2013@umb.no 
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NZIF CONTACTS 

President: Andrew McEwen President@nzif.org.nz 

Vice President James Treadwell Vice-president@nzif.org.nz 

Secretary: David Evison Secretary@nzif.org.nz 

Treasurer: Chayne Zinsli Treasurer@nzif.org.nz 

Registrar: Mike Marren Registrar@nzif.org.nz 
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Administrator: Jay Matthes Admin@nzif.org.nz 

Journal Editor: Julian Bateson bateson.publish@xtra.co.nz 

Newsletter Coordinator: Helen McDonald Newsletter@nzif.org.nz 

Newsletter Advertisements: Jay Matthes admin@nzif.org.nz 
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While every care is taken in preparing this Newsletter neither the NZIF nor those producing it can be held liable for any loss, damage or misrepresentation 
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