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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 

Andrew McEwen FNZIF 

President, NZ Institute of Forestry 

president@nzif.org.nz 

Council meeting 

The NZIF Council meet in Rotorua this week. The main focus was the budget for the year beginning 1 April 

2013. This was built from the bottom up, rather than just rolling over data from the previous year, so we had a 

good discussion on a number of items the various Council committees wanted included. Some details are now 

being finalised. 

mailto:president@nzif.org.nz
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We also spent quite a bit of time discussing how we could promote membership of NZIF and registration of 

NZIF members. Of course all members can help us in this – for example we collectively thought about some 

forestry companies that have a few NZIF members, but nowhere near the numbers that we believe might be 

eligible for membership. If you know of people who you think should be a member, please encourage them to 

join or let us know so we can approach them. 

There was all the normal administration to deal with as well – accounts, membership, reports from committees, 

etc. 

Thanks to PF Olsen for use of their boardroom for the meeting. 

Nominations for Fellows’ Committee 

We have had a great response to calls for nominations for the Fellows’ Committee. There are eight candidates 

for three positions. Candidates have been asked to supply a paragraph to let the voters (Honorary Members and 

Fellows) know what they stand for and an electronic vote (with provision for postal votes) being sorted out. 

Nominations for Fellow 

The nomination form for candidates to be elected as NZIF Fellows and information on the website is currently 

being updated to reflect changes to the NZIF Rules made at last year’s AGM. But don’t let that stop you from 

considering members you might nominate and getting on with the job. There are no significant changes in 

requirements or the nomination form, so you can safely use it. Nominations will close on Friday 12 April. 

More information on the website under <about NZIF><Fellows>. 

NZIF Conference 

Sponsorship for this year’s NZIF AGM and Conference is starting to come in, but there are still plenty of 

opportunities for ways in which you can get exposure for your company and show your support for NZIF. 

Sponsorship brochures are on the NZIF website or ask Administrator, Jay (admin@nzif.org.nz), or the 

sponsorship manager, James Treadwell (Vice-president@nzif.org.nz). More conference information later in this 

newsletter. 

Forestry levy referendum 

Please remember to register for the levy referendum being held in March and to tell everyone who might own 

some forest that they should be registering as well. Please make sure you study the proposal carefully and 

understand the full implications before deciding which way to vote. This is a very significant forestry event and 

not to be taken lightly. Levy information at http://www.forestvoice.org.nz/ 

The NZIF Council decided at its meeting this week that it would not be advising members one way or another 

on the levy, apart from encouraging all of you to study the proposal very carefully and, if eligible or if advising 

others, to make up your own minds on which way to vote. 

Back to Contents 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:Vice-president@nzif.org.nz
http://www.forestvoice.org.nz/
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MEMBER’S FORUM 

(Please keep Guest Comment and Member’s Forum contributions to around 300 words. Send contributions as an email 

attachment (Word document) to newsletter@nzif.org.nz) 

Signs of the ‘super cycle’ for wood products: maybe this will stimulate new planting? 
Howard Moore, MNZIF, SNI 

The following is an extract from Timber Trends, January 2013, by Bruce P. Glass, Forest Economist. See also 

link. 

Ask investors what they think was best-returning commodity in 2012 was, and odds are you’ll get answers like 

gold, oil or even sexier natural resources like rare earth metals. Well, they’d be wrong … Driven by several 

forces – including a rebound in the US housing market, expanding pulp sales and a few issues with Mother 

Nature – timber became the commodity du jour during the last year. Lumber prices surged throughout 2012 to 

reach a six-year high. But investors need not fret that they missed out on the asset class gain in 2012. With 

analysts predicting a new “super-cycle” brewing for forest products in the years ahead, there is plenty of time to 

cash in on timber’s long-term appeal. 

Lumber has rallied to its highest level in more than six years, with the price of framing lumber, the kind used in 

new homes, hitting $373/Mbf. Overall, framing lumber prices jumped by 38% in 2012. Chicago Mercantile 

Exchange lumber futures rallied 43% during the year. Those gains have pushed lumber to the top of the 24 

commodities tracked by the Standard & Poor’s GSCI Spot Index. 

All good stuff for forest owners. 

Back to Contents 

NZIF BUSINESS 

Latest Journal online 

Volume 57(4) of the Journal of Forestry (February 2013) is now available on the website: www.nzif.org.nz. 

Some good articles in it that are well worth a look at. Also great to see some (paid) advertisements appearing. 

Membership changes 

The following membership changes were approved by the Council Membership Committee during January 

2013: 

Admitted as a member 

Edwin Jansen Christchurch Ordinary Member 

Summary of membership 

Membership at 31 January (includes five with membership on-hold and 10 whose members’ rights are 

suspended due to non-payment of annual subs and excludes one who has resigned with effect from 31 March 

2013) was: 

Honorary 9 

Retired 76 

Registered 95 

Ordinary 435 

mailto:newsletter@nzif.org.nz
https://www.campbellgroup.com/_assets/downloads/public/publicationdoc/Jan_13_TT.pdf?_tmc=fRtZ4dKwem2nmJ1ZKfBgHPQJqkIaL_PSZv6NDTRnw3k
http://www.nzif.org.nz/
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Graduate 48 

Associate 108 

Student 82 

Total 853 

This is an increase of one since 30 December 2012, but a decrease of 27 since 31 March 2012. 

Membership in arrears 

At 31 January 2013, eight members (five ordinary and three graduate) had not paid their 2012/13 fees. All 

membership rights for these members have now been suspended. If payment is not received by 30 April 2013, 

the Council may have their names removed from the register of members. 

Financial Advisors Act 2008 

As members are aware Council and the Registration Board have been undertaking work on the Financial 

Advisors Act 2008 and are looking to take this to the next stage that will involve seeking a legal opinion on the 

Act’s implications for members. We intend to follow a process similar to the path taken with the Real Estate 

Agents Act that involved seeking examples or scenarios from members of the types of work or situations where 

the Act may impact on the activities of members. If you have such examples I encourage you to forward these to 

me so I can incorporate these in the mix when we have those discussions with legal advisors. 

John Schrider (john.schrider@forme.co.nz) 

Back to Contents 

mailto:john.schrider@forme.co.nz
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2013 AGM & CONFERENCE 

NZIF Conference – New Plymouth – 30 June to 3 July 2013 

Our 2013 conference will explore how one region attempts to balance the drive for economic development 

against the ever increasing demands for environmental and landscape protection and enhancement that 

ensures a sustainable pathway for future generations. Collaborative efforts, which enhance vegetation and 

forest cover in an intensive dairying environment, will be showcased.  

Theme: The Place of Forests in Collaborative Land Use 

Decisions: The Taranaki Story 

Date: Sunday 30 June to Wednesday 3 July 2013 

Associated events: 

Two CPD workshops and the NZIF AGM on Sunday 30 

June 

NZIF Awards Dinner on Monday 1 July 

Field trip on Wednesday 3 July 

Venue: New Plymouth 

Website: www.nzifconference.co.nz 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE 
OUR SPONSORS WITH 

THANKS 

Why not have your name 

here? 

The formation of the Taranaki Riparian Management Programme has 

provided a foundation for cooperation between diverse land use interests. 

How this has been achieved and its successes to date will be a core 

component of the conference.  

Delegates will hear about the mechanisms used in a practical way to 

implement national environmental policies at the regional level. Included 

will be presentations on the role of farm plans and their voluntary 

implementation of protection and riparian creation works to mitigate the 

pollution caused by modern intensive farming practices.  

Department of Conservation representatives will provide an overview of 

RIMU INVESTOR & 
WEDNESDAY 

BREAKFAST SPONSOR 

 

 

 

http://www.nzifconference.co.nz/
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how the Department is implementing its national objectives, values and 

plans at a provincial level and its natural heritage prioritisation system as 

it relates to Taranaki. Practical presentations include pest control 

initiatives. Also incorporated in the conference programme are voluntary 

community-based projects to create and protect inland sanctuaries to 

enhance the habitat of native flora and fauna.  

The conference will be rounded out on the second day with presentations 

on current approaches of commercial forestry interests to the sustainable 

management of plantation resources while recognising ever-increasing 

demands of non-forestry interests. Papers will be presented on: 

 The industry’s long-term vision for environmental research in 

production forests  

 The continuing search for alternative production species  

 New forest investment opportunities with carbon, permanent 

sinks and other mechanisms with application in the Taranaki 

hinterland.  

The role of trees means that foresters have an important role to play in 

the transformation of our landscapes to ensure the values of indigenous 

plants and animals can harmoniously exist with the goals of economic 

development.  

This conference is a regional case study, which highlights the successes 

and acknowledges the failures of previous land use decision-making. 

Hopefully it will provide delegates with ideas and approaches that may 

be relevant back on their home patches. Book the dates 30 June to 3 July 

in your diary now.  

Conference Sponsors 

Sponsorship opportunities for the 2013 conference are now open, so 

please view the Sponsorship Prospectus here. There are many 

opportunities and we need you if the conference is to offer you fantastic 

speakers, great CPD opportunities, and that once a year chance to 

network with like-minded people. Please contact James Treadwell either 

by email (vice-president@nzif.org.nz) or phone 022 043 4511 to register 

your interest in sponsoring. 

We thank those who have already confirmed sponsorship.  This week we 

welcome with thanks: 

NZ Forest Managers as a radiata sponsor. 

Conference Contacts 

For updates on speakers, programme and sponsorship opportunities please 

contact Jay Matthes (admin@nzif.org.nz).  

Chair: John Schrider john@forme.co.nz  

Committee: Jeremy Thomson Jeremy.t@nzfor.co.nz  

RADIATA INVESTOR 

 

EXHIBITOR 

Interpine Forestry Ltd 

 

 

Space here for your name 

 

 

 

http://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=344
mailto:vice-president@nzif.org.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:john@forme.co.nz
mailto:Jeremy.t@nzfor.co.nz
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Rob Webster rob@nzfor.co.nz  

Paul Silcock paul.s@nzfor.co.nz 

Manager: Jay Matthes admin@nzif.org.nz  

Sponsorship: James Treadwell vice-president@nzif.org.nz 

 

Back to Contents 
 

 

 

2013 Awards and Scholarships 

The NZIF Foundation will be calling for applications for the Chavasse Travel Award and for three student 

scholarships (polytech, undergraduate, postgraduate) shortly. Make sure you look out for the announcement and 

tell those who might be interested in applying. 

Buy books to help fund NZIF Foundation assistance to forestry education 

Purchase of any of the following books will mean some funding for the NZIF Foundation – but only if you place 

orders as indicated below: 

 Fire in the Hills – A History of Rural Firefighting, by Helen Beaglehole (Canterbury University Press). 

Price $50, order from admin@nzif.org.nz  

 With Hillary at Scott Base, A Kiwi Among the Penguins, written by Vern Gerard (Bateson Publishing 

Ltd). 150 pages full colour and black and white photographs, price $30. Place orders with 

bateson.publish@xtra.co.nz, phone (04) 385 9705, and mention the NZIF Foundation offer. 

Foundation enquiries: 

Email: foundation@nzif.org.nz  

Phone: (04) 974 8421 

Website: NZIF Foundation 

Back to Contents 

SUBMISSIONS 

Murray Parrish (murray.parrish@chh.com) is Submissions Coordinator. NZIF Members or local sections considering 

making submissions (even on what appear to be local issues) should advise him of their plans. Council can assist with the 

cost of making submissions (contact Murray for details). 

More RMA changes announced 

The Resource Management Reform Bill has been referred to Parliament’s Local Government and Environment 

Select Committee. Submissions are due by 28 February 2013. Please contact Murray Parrish 

(murray.parrish@chh.com) if you would like to help or have any suggestions for aspects that an NZIF 

submission might cover. 

mailto:rob@nzfor.co.nz
mailto:paul.s@nzfor.co.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:vice-president@nzif.org.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
mailto:bateson.publish@xtra.co.nz
mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz
http://www.nzif.org.nz/Category?Action=View&Category_id=311
mailto:murray.parrish@chh.com
mailto:murray.parrish@chh.com


 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Number 2013/06 

22 FEBRUARY 2013 

 
 

 

KEEPING FORESTRY PROFESSIONALS UP-TO-DATE 

8 

DOC invites public submissions on its conservation strategies 

The Department of Conservation (DOC) is giving the public the chance to make submissions on its management 

of public conservation areas in the upper half of the North Island over the next 10 years. DOC has today 

released its draft Conservation Management Strategies (CMS) for its Northland, Auckland and Waikato 

conservancies. These will guide the management of the areas DOC manages in these regions for the next 10 

years. Members of the public can read the three draft CMS for the Northland, Auckland and Waikato 

conservancies on the DOC website at http://www.doc.govt.nz/cms. This webpage also includes a submission 

form and information on how people can make a submission. The submission process is open until 15 March 

2013. 

Back to Contents 

LOCAL SECTIONS 

SNI SECTION 

SNI members might be interested in attending a field day organised by the Dry Land Forest Initiative. 

Durable eucalypts – an opportunity for Wairarapa tree growers: Field day 28 February 2013 

8.50am Gather at Wainuioru hall, located on Masterton Stronvar Road, 20 km east of Masterton 

9.00am Welcome and introduction 

9.10am Do current markets for durable hardwood justify investment in planting new eucalypt forests? Paul 

Millen, NZDFI Project Manager  

10.00am Morning tea 

10.30am Over the Fence Post – demand for ground durable posts from organic farmers. Heather Atkinson, 

Pirinoa organic farmer and host to a NZDFI eucalypt trial 

11.00am Depart for Juken NZ’s Ngaumu Forest to inspect NZDFI eucalypt trial site. Sean McBride, JNL 

forestry supervisor 

12.30am Depart Ngaumu forest for Homebush durable eucalypt trial established 2008 on Te Whiti Road, 

lunch on arrival  

1.30pm Establishment and management of Homebush trial followed by walk through trial to look at and 

discuss silviculture completed. Don Bell, CarbonNatural Ltd 

3.00pm Field day ends. 

There will be plenty of time for questions and discussion throughout the day. Please bring your own food and 

drink and wear boots suitable for rough terrain. Bring raincoat if wet weather. RSVP to info@nzdfi.org.nz. 

CANTERBURY SECTION 

Report on 16 February section meeting  

The new year’s activities kicked off on 16 February with a Saturday field trip to John and Rosalie Wardle’s 

property called Woodside, at View Hill near Oxford. A total of 24 NZIF members and guests from the Central 

Canterbury and South Otago Farm Forestry Association attended what was probably one of the best (weather) 

days in the year – a lovely 25C and just a gentle breeze – wind damage is one of the biggest management 

constraints in this forest. John and Rosalie showed us the radiata pine stand, where they are practising selection 

forestry by removing all trees over 60 cm every second year (age 35 plus). This project is in its infancy, with 

quite a large proportion of the 30 hectares still being fully stocked (400 stems per hectare), awaiting the trees 

meeting the threshold size. But there has been some logging over the last 10 years, enough for John to predict a 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/cms
mailto:info@nzdfi.org.nz
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net return of $2,000 per hectare per annum from the estate for a very long time to come – a welcome addition to 

the pension for these septuagenarians.  

Natural regeneration from the radiata pine is then thinned at a very early age (2) to ensure that the next crop 

develop without too much competition from their siblings. Alternatively, other species are planted into sites 

deemed to be unsuitable for radiata pine regeneration. The management of the 70 hectare black beech forest has 

advanced considerably since I last saw it some years ago. Like the radiata pine management (which is probably 

modelled on the beech management, rather than vice versa) John and Rosalie have set a maximum diameter 

limit of 45 cm (approx. age 60). When trees reach this size, he harvests them, saws and seasons the timber, 

which he sells for about $1,200 per cubic metre. The subsequent natural regeneration is managed by revisiting at 

about age 6-10 to undertake pruning and thinning, and revisiting at 6-year intervals thereafter to check on 

progress. John, forever the optimist, is still talking about the next time he will revisit the coupe that he has just 

finished pruning to 4.5 to 5.0 metres and thinning. Rosalie’s only regret is that John will not let her use the 

chainsaw or the log splitter – she is the antithesis of “’er indoors”. 

AUCKLAND SECTION 

Meander Maungakiekie with Mike: field trip for March 

Auckland’s urban forest is remarkable for its diversity of forest types, variety of plants (exotic and native), its 

living record of Auckland’s history, and its value to people for recreation and their environment. To 

acknowledge this, your ASIF Committee has arranged a field trip for March. 

Assemble at 4:30 pm for a 5:00 pm sharp start on Thursday 14 March 2013. Commencing at the Visitor 

Centre, adjacent to the cafe, One Tree Hill (Maungakiekie), the event will be hosted by ASIF's own Dr Mike 

Wilcox. Mike is a retired forestry consultant and research director living in Mangere Bridge. He is President of 

the Auckland Botanical Society, Fellow of the NZIF, member of the International Dendrology Society and 

Auckland Tree Council, and he takes a keen interest in the trees of Auckland. He is also an Honorary Research 

Associate at the Auckland Museum, engaged in documenting the seaweed flora of Auckland’s diverse coasts. 

This event will also celebrate the publication of his acclaimed book, Auckland’s Remarkable Urban Forest, 

which is a comprehensive record of the trees of Auckland. It describes the various types of urban forest: street 

trees, native bush, park trees, home garden trees, trees of historic homesteads, and cemeteries. His book will be 

available to purchase at the field trip. 

The trip consists of a walk extending 60 to 80 minutes and concluding back at the Visitor Centre where there 

will be refreshments and light food. The climb to the summit is optional. Topics to be covered include: Cornwall 

Park ownership; tree species, history and management in the park; and Auckland's remarkable urban forest. 

There may be a call for a ‘paper’ koha to cover costs. Wear good walking shoes or boots. The topics will be 

covered within the Visitor Centre if the day is wet. Please RSVP to: philip.elworthy@rayonier.com. This event 

is organised by ASIF with the kind support of the Cornwall Park Trust Board and Dr Mike Wilcox. 

 Back to Contents 

PACIFIC FORESTRY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Improving Key Services to Agriculture Fiji (IKSA) 

A European Union funded project – Improving Key Services to Agriculture Fiji (IKSA) – is being rolled out by 

SPC’s Land Resources Division (LRD). Over a three-and-a-half year period, IKSA aims to help cushion the 

economic and social impacts of the restructuring of the Fiji sugar sector.  

mailto:philip.elworthy@rayonier.com
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According to Inoke Ratukalou, Director of LRD, the project will 

develop new opportunities in horticultural and sugar markets through 

research and the provision of assistance to farmers to venture into 

horticultural crops through improved access to agricultural inputs such 

as fertilisers, seeds and assistance with land preparation, as well as 

technical assistance on production and marketing. 

“Our intention is to assist the cane producers to supplement their 

income by utilising land that is under-utilised, as well farmers who are 

no longer growing cane and other farmers who live and farm in the 

periphery of the cane belt. We have often seen that not all land is used for cane, so we encourage farmers to 

consider growing economical crops that will generate income for them,” Ratukalou said. 

“IKSA,” he added, “will also facilitate the strengthening of farmers’ associations and private sector partnerships, 

and support the horticulture/food crops value chain to enhance supply capacity and replicate and strengthen the 

operations of fair trade associations. Where possible, achievements delivered through the project will be shared 

with other Pacific Island countries and territories.”  

The target beneficiaries will be mainly the 200,000 Fijians living in the sugar cane belt’s five provinces, whose 

livelihoods rely entirely or partly on sugar cane farming. They include 17,000 registered growers and 12,000 

seasonal cane cutters.  

The project addresses the needs of farm households rather than individual farmers, focusing on the needs of 

women and youth in relation to on and off-farm activities, as well as improving the production capacity of seeds 

and seedlings for horticulture/food crops.  

PACE-Net paper on climate change, agriculture and forestry in the Pacific 

A project collaboration between European and Pacific research partners has produced a draft report on climate 

change, agriculture and forestry in the Pacific, and is inviting comments and feedback from the New Zealand 

research community. Copies of the report can be downloaded here. The project partners would be grateful if 

feedback and input into the report could be provided online here.  

Choiseul Province Climate Change Vulnerability and Adaptation 
Assessment Report 

This study undertaken in Choiseul Province, Solomon Islands, places the community as the central point of 

measuring vulnerability to climate change. The report is primarily based on information gathered through a 

series of facilitated workshops, observations and recorded data in 27 communities in the province. The 

information is supported through analysis of the literature, including scientific research and relevant government 

legislation that relates to issues raised in the Choiseul communities. Based on the findings of the assessment, a 

suite of adaptation options are recommended addressing land, coastal, community and sea-based vulnerabilities. 

Authors: Melchior Mataki, Gideon Solo, Paul Donohoe, Davis Alele and Lisa Sikajajaka. Link here. 

Back to Contents 

STUDENT’S SECTION 

Time to update your records 

This is the time of year when we are likely to lose contact with student members who have completed their 

studies and moved on to employment or other pursuits. If you are one of these we need you to update your 

http://brussels-conference.pacenet.eu/sites/default/files/PACE-Net_Policy_Briefno2_Agriculture%20and%20Forestry.pdf
https://secure.pt-dlr.de/pt-conference/conference/PACE_AGRIFOR
http://www.spc.int/lrd/index.php?option=com_docman&amp;task=cat_view&amp;gid=285&amp;Itemid=10
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contact details in the membership database (email Jay at admin@nzif.org.nz if you need help with this). You 

may also need to apply to move to graduate membership. 

Please also remind your friends who have finished studies and moved elsewhere to update their details. 

We hope that you will retain your NZIF membership. It is important to maintain contact and membership with 

your professional association. 

For continuing students, keep an eye on the newsletter. The NZIF Foundation will be calling for applications for 

three student scholarships (polytech, university undergraduate, post-graduate) later this year, with the successful 

applicants to be announced at the Awards dinner at the NZIF Conference in New Plymouth on Monday 1 July. 

Back to Contents 

PEOPLE NEWS 

PA Handford & Associates Ltd re-naming to Groundtruth 

Our team has grown, as has our range of products and services, which now includes technology and software 

development. John-Paul Praat, our agriculture specialist, is also becoming a partner in the company. The time is 

right for us to adopt a name that will work for us into the future as we focus on our integrated approach to 

sustainable land and ecosystem management – drawing together skills across forestry, agriculture and 

biodiversity management – and as we develop and support technology products around these areas. We will in 

the future be trading as Groundtruth. We hope that this name will reflect our practical, applied science approach 

to the range of work areas in integrated land and ecosystem management that make up our business.  

We have also launched a new website at www.groundtruth.co.nz. We hope you like it – feel free to give us any 

feedback. Our email addresses will have the same format as previously but with our new domain name, i.e. 

firstname.lastname@groundtruth.co.nz. The existing email addresses @pahandford.co.nz will continue to work 

for some time, but we would appreciate it if you could update to our new email addresses in your contacts. 

There shouldn’t be any other administrative changes, but feel free to contact me if you have any questions. We 

value and appreciate your support that has helped get us to this point and we look forward to continuing to work 

with you on interesting and valuable projects in the future.  

Peter Handford (peter.handford@groundtruth.co.nz) 

Back to Contents 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

The NZIF has no view on the service or product sought or advertised. Follow up any item directly with the advertiser, not 

with the NZIF. A charge may be imposed, depending on the nature of the advertisement. If you respond to an advertiser, 

tell them that you saw it in the NZIF newsletter. To advertise in the newsletter contact the NZIF Administrator, 

admin@nzif.org.nz, ph (04) 974 8421. 

PRINCIPAL RURAL FIRE OFFICER/GENERAL MANAGER, TARANAKI RURAL FIRE 
AUTHORITY 

New leadership opportunity 

The new Taranaki Rural Fire Authority is seeking a full time Principal Rural Fire Officer/General Manager 

(PRFO), to start as soon as possible following appointment, but preferably no later than 6 May 2013. This is a 

new position, reporting to the Chairperson of the Taranaki Rural Fire District Board, offering excellent scope for 

mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
http://www.groundtruth.co.nz/
mailto:firstname.lastname@groundtruth.co.nz
http://pahandford.co.nz/
mailto:peter.handford@groundtruth.co.nz
mailto:admin@nzif.org.nz
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a confident, energetic individual to influence the strategic development of a key service to the Taranaki region. 

The position offers a competitive remuneration package, and, being based in Hawera, gives ready access to the 

unique lifestyle benefits of the Taranaki region. 

To be successful in this role, you will be adaptable and self-motivated, with proven leadership capability, and 

excellent relationship management and communication skills. You will be experienced in the financial aspects 

of business management, and have a proven track record of delivering outcomes against business goals and 

objectives. Experience in the management of rural fire control and prevention and/or emergency management is 

desirable. 

For more information about the position, or to apply, please contact Craig Stevenson, Chairperson, Taranaki 

Rural Fire District Transition Board, (hr@stdc.govt.nz), for an application pack. Applications should be sent to: 

The Chairperson, Taranaki Rural Fire District Transition Board, C/- South Taranaki District Council, Private 

Bag 902, Hawera and must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday 8 March 2013. 

JOB VACANCY WEBSITES 

Science jobs fusionz.rsnz.org/ 

MAF careers.haines.co.nz/MAF/Pages/Vacancies.aspx 

NZ conservation jobs www.conjobs.co.nz/index.php 

Department of Conservation www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/jobs-at-doc/current-vacancies/ 

Australian Government jobsearch.gov.au/Login/Login.aspx?WHCode=0 

Australia Department of Agriculture 

Fisheries & Forestry 

www.daff.gov.au/about/jobs 

Back to Contents 
 

PUBLICATIONS / MEDIA / NOTICE 

THE FOREST REFERENDUM IS ON – PART IV 

This is the fourth part in a series covering forest owner referendum essentials and supplied by the Forest Grower 

Levy Trust (FGLT). 

VOTING 

1
st
 – 29

th
 March 

Rights to vote 

The Commodity Levies Act states that if you are likely to be required to pay the levy during the six-year term of 

the levy, then you should have the right to vote in the Levy Referendum. If you are not likely to be required to 

pay the levy then you should not be able to vote. 

This concept is straight forward for most commodities that have an annual or even bi-annual harvest regime. For 

forestry however it is slightly trickier. With an average harvest age of just over 28 years for most of the New 

Zealand harvest, but the possibility of production thinning and harvest from species such as eucalypts, it has 

been necessary to put in place rules defining the right to vote.  

mailto:hr@stdc.govt.nz
http://fusionz.rsnz.org/#_blank
http://careers.haines.co.nz/MAF/Pages/Vacancies.aspx
http://www.conjobs.co.nz/index.php
https://jobsearch.gov.au/Login/Login.aspx?WHCode=0#_blank
http://www.daff.gov.au/about/jobs
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The full plantation forest grower industry can’t be given voting rights as some voters will have no ability to 

harvest in the six years of the levy (covered by this referendum – the levy can be extended but will require 

another referendum), so will not be required to pay the levy, so should not have a say in its implementation or 

not. 

The FGLT has defined an eligible voter as one who owns a “Qualifying Forest”: 

“A Qualifying Forest is one which has a stand or stands of trees 10 years or more of age (planted before 1
st
 

March 2003), totalling at least 4 ha in size. It applies to all species, wildings and regeneration of a planted stand 

grown for eventual harvest. It excludes Christmas trees or trees grown for domestic firewood.” 

A stand is defined as a contiguous area that contains a number of trees that are relatively homogenous or have a 

common set of characteristics. Normally managed as a single unit. 

Age 10 was selected to accommodate potential production thinning and eucalypt chipping options – allows for 

trees to get to age 16 during the life of the levy. The four hectare area cut off was selected because area smaller 

than this was deemed to not likely be harvested commercially. 

Forest owners who believe that they are potential levy payers but who do not meet one or more of the above 

criteria may apply to the Forest Growers Levy Trust Inc for a special dispensation to vote in the referendum. 

The application must demonstrate that the impact of imposing the levy will be substantially similar to the impact 

of imposing the levy on other forest owners. Applications, together with any supporting evidence, must be 

received by the Board by no later than 11 March 2013 and will be assessed by the Board by no later than 18 

March 2013. The Board’s determination will be final. 

How many votes, and how are they counted? 

Only one vote may be cast per forest owner, irrespective of the number of forests owned or how big the forest is. 

The important criteria is that the Forest Owner, owns one or more “qualifying forests” i.e. a Forest Owner may 

own forests in Northland and Canterbury. This qualifies for one vote, if the “owner” is the same entity. 

No more than one vote may be cast in respect of any one qualifying forest i.e. A Qualifying Forest may be 

owned by a partnership of thirty. This qualifies for one vote. 

A Forest Manager may vote on behalf of a Forest Owner if they have the permission of the owner to exercise 

this right on behalf of the owner.  

Votes will be counted in two ways:  

(a) On the number of potential levy payers voting; and 

(b) On the number of hectares those potential levy payers represent. 

That is, Forest Owner Paul owns five forests, each 20 ha in size. Paul gets one vote – yes or no. The vote is 

recorded as: Forest Owner – 1, Area – 100 ha. 

For the referendum to succeed, there must be a majority in number who vote yes as Forest Owner and yes for 

the Area category. 

How do I vote in the referendum? 

Forest Owners, or their managers with the right to vote on their behalf, must register with Research New 

Zealand – Forest Voice Referendum. This can be done through the Forest Voice website: 

http://www.forestvoice.org.nz/Register.aspx 

Or by contacting :  

Olivia Jones 

Project Manager 

http://www.forestvoice.org.nz/Register.aspx
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Forest Voice Referendum 

Research New Zealand 

Free phone: 0800 500 168 

Free fax: 0800 284 028 

olivia.jones@researchnz.com 

Registering to vote will mean a Voting Pack will be sent out to you containing a Voting Form, the Ballot 

Paper and vital information on the Levy. You can request the pack be delivered either electronically or in 

hardcopy. 

Voting form: This form can be filled out and returned by mail, or filled out on the Forest Voice website and 

submitted electronically.  

Ballot paper: Contains essential information on the levy, such as rate, commodity levied, collection mechanism 

and other information specified by the Commodity Levies Act. 

Brochure: This is part of the Voting Pack and gives vital additional information to aid voters in making their 

decision. 

Voting closes 29 March 2013. The electronic voting option will cease at 5:00 pm. 

Votes posted in will need to be postmarked no later than Thursday 28 March (it will be impossible to get 

mail postmarked on the 29 March as this is Good Friday so votes postmarked later than 29 March will be 

invalid). 

Official enquiries 

The Forest Growers Levy Trust 

Research New Zealand 

P O Box 10 617 

Wellington 614 

Freephone: 0800 500 168 

Free fax: 0800 284 028 

For more information visit: www.forestvoice.org.nz/ 

11th ANNUAL FOREST BIOSECURITY WORKSHOP 

Date: 7 March (afternoon) – 8 March 2013 (all day) 

Venue: Scion Rimu Room, Rotorua 

Combating Foliar Diseases – What’s New? 

Workshop objectives: 

1. To inform stakeholders on new approaches to solving foliar diseases 

2. To work towards revising our forest biosecurity research strategy 

For the 11
th
 year FOA and MPI are hosting a Forest Biosecurity Workshop in Rotorua on the 7-8 March at 

Scion. The theme for this year’s workshop is “Combating Foliar Diseases – What’s New?” It is timely given the 

mailto:olivia.jones@researchnz.com?Subject=Forest%20Voice
http://www.forestvoice.org.nz/
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significant productivity losses for radiata pine and Douglas-fir that the forest industry experiences as a 

consequence of existing pathogens. But it is especially relevant to prepare the industry for a greater onslaught of 

new diseases caused by phytophthoras, which are rapidly spreading throughout the world and causing 

significant forestry health issues in Europe, North America, Australia and also NZ. There will be several 

international experts presenting and more attending the workshop, which is designed to assist the industry to 

formulate plans for new approaches to making our trees and forests more resilient to future threats. Contacts for 

further information are BillDyck@xtra.co.nz and Paul.Stevens@mpi.govt.nz 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR LODER CUP  

The Department of Conservation is now calling for nominations for the Loder Cup 2013, which is this country’s 

premier conservation award and acknowledges outstanding achievements in flora conservation work. The 

Minister of Conservation awards the Loder Cup to a person or persons who best represent the objectives of the 

cup, to celebrate their outstanding conservation work in NZ. Nominations close 31 May 2013. For guidelines 

and further information please contact Karen Upton (kupton@doc.govt.nz), 

MPI NEWS 

Sustainable Forestry Bulletin Issue 41 

This is now available at Sustainable Forestry Bulletin Issue 41 - 2013. The issue has information on: Field 

Measurement Approach (FMA) progress; emission returns for deforestation; the second tranche unit transfer; 

the new round of tree weed exemptions; findings from MPI’s exotic forestry report. 

TREES FOR BEES CONFERENCE 

The first annual Eastwoodhill conference has a core focus on Trees for Bees research currently being conducted 

at the arborteum near Gisborne on 26-27 April 2013. Dr Linda Newstrom-Lloyd of Landcare Research will 

present preliminary results of her research into trees and shrubs that provide a high quality pollen source for 

bees. From the diversity of plants at the arboretum, she has identified many that have the potential to increase 

pollen supply during spring and autumn shortages.  

Speakers will be from: National Beekeepers Association, Federated Farmers, GNS Science, NZ Nursery 

Industry, Farm forestry sector, Landcare Research, NZ Entomological Society, Apimondia. Farm profitablilty is 

dependent on the health of our bees, both native and introduced, so this conference presents an opportunity to 

show how all sectors of the community can improve bee health. 

Day One: (8.30am–5:00 pm). Based at the arboretum, day one will consist of a series of speakers. Morning, 

afternoon tea and box lunch included. 

Day Two: (9:00 am–mid-afternoon). Field trips by bus to two farms south of Gisborne. Nick Pollock’s farm has 

extensive exotic planting and Young Nick’s Head Station has diverse native planting. These field trips will 

emphasise topics covered the previous day. Bus transport, morning tea and lunch included. The day will 

conclude with a panel discussion. 

The following topics will be covered in relation to the Trees for Bees research: Pollination and our economy, 

The Trees for Bees initiative, Bee friendly habitats, Pollinator groups in New Zealand, Early season honey bee 

biology, Characterisation of pollens, Uses of trees on farms, Species for planting on retired grazing land, Land 

stabilization, Purposeful planting of manuka, Nursery challenges and the importance of arboreta. 

Cost: Full conference – Early Bird (before 22 Feb) – Friends of Eastwoodhill $125, Non-member $150; 

mailto:BillDyck@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Paul.Stevens@mpi.govt.nz
mailto:kupton@doc.govt.nz
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/Default.aspx?TabId=126&id=1689
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Standard (from 23 Feb) – Friends of Eastwoodhill $150, Non-member $175. Early registration is essential as 

space is limited. For further information and registration forms visit www.eastwoodhill.org.nz. Call (06) 863 

9003 or email enquiries@eastwoodhill.org.nz. For more information on the Trees For Bees project visit 

www.treesforbeesnz.org  

FOREST SECTOR MODELLING CONFERENCE – NORWAY  

 

Forest sector modelling – new approaches and findings for improved resource decisions in a 

globalized world – Lillehammer, Norway, 15-18 October 2013  

IUFRO Division 9.07.00 Forest sector analysis and the Department of Ecology and Natural Resource 

Management at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB) invite researchers and others interested in 

Forest Sector Modeling (FSM) to a conference devoted to explore methodological issues and research questions 

of high current interest at the national, regional and global scale. Keynote presentations, plenary and concurrent 

sessions are expected to be filled by developers and users of FSM with emphasis on forestry, forest industry, 

trade and policy. Call for papers: the committee seeks papers on recent methodological developments and 

applications in the field. Abstracts not exceeding 200 words should be submitted by 8 April 2013. Programme 

outline: October 15 (evening): Reception; October 16-17: Scientific program; October 18: Excursion; 

Conference fee: 150 Euro. There is no conference website yet – please contact James Turner 

(James.Turner@agresearch.co.nz) for more information, including call for papers. 

IFA FORESTRY CONFERENCE – CANBERRA  

Australia’s only professional body for forestry, The Institute of Foresters of Australia, will soon hold its biennial 

conference in Canberra at the Canberra Rex Hotel from 7-11 April 2013. The conference theme is Managing 

our Forests Into the 21st Century. Speakers will address delegates on both international and local issues that will 

face foresters and forest managers in the century, such as politics, policy and perceptions. 

Rob de Fegely, President of the IFA, says: “The diverse conference program will be of interest to anyone 

involved in the sustainable management of forests regardless of whether they are managing for timber or 

conservation, are hard-wood or soft-wood, or natural or planted. Presentations cover resource management, 

carbon, energy, water, fire, urban forestry, and certification schemes”. 

Two field trips take advantage of the ACT venue with a day’s study of urban forestry in “the city of trees” and a 

tour to the Cotter Catchment with a focus on forest, fire and water management.  

The keynote speaker is Swedish born and trained, Dr Peter Holmgren, an expert in forestry, climate change and 

food security at a global level. Before taking up his new post late last year as Director of Center for International 

Forestry Research, he worked for many years with FAO including five years as Head of Forest Resources 

Development and more recently as Director of the Climate, Energy and Tenure division.  

“We are honoured to have a true internationalist as our keynote speaker,” says Rob. “Too often our time is taken 

up in local squabbles and it will be a refreshing change to reflect on the bigger picture.” Nick Roberts, CEO of 

NSW Forests, also with an international background across Wales, South Africa and New Zealand, will respond 

with a more local view of the issues confronting forest management in the 21st century. See our website 

 www.forestryconference.org.au for more details. 

Back to Contents 
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CALENDAR 

The events in this calendar have come from a range of sources and no responsibility can be taken for errors. Contact the 

organisers to check times, locations, costs etc. New events are marked in moss green. 

February 2013 

Thur 28 SNI Field Day, Wairarapa, info@nzdfi.org.nz 

March 2013 

Thur 7 – Fri 8  11
th
 Annual Forest Biosecurity Conference, Rotorua, BillDyck@xtra.co.nz  

Thur 14 Auckland Section field day, Wairarapa, philip.elworthy@rayonier.com  

April 2013 

Sun 7 – Thur 11 Institute of Foresters of Australia National Conference, www.forestryconference.org.au 

Sat 20 – Tue 23  NZFFA AGM and National Conference, www.nzffa.org.nz/conference 

Fri 26 – Sat 27  Trees for Bees Conference, www.eastwoodhill.org.nz 

May 2013  

Thur 16 – Tue 21 Third International Congress on Planted Forests, 

http://www.efiatlantic.efi.int/portal/events/2013_icpf 

June-July 2013  

Sun 30 – Wed 3  NZIF AGM and Conference, New Plymouth 

Thur 4 – Fri 5  Biochar Workshop 2013, L.M.Lowe@massey.ac.nz 

October 2013  

Tue 15 – Fri 18  Forest sector modelling conference – Norway, fsm2013@umb.no 
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