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1. Biodiversity

2. Productive Capacity

3. Ecosystem Health

4. Soil & Water

5. Carbon

6. Social & Economic Benefits

7. Legal & Institutional Framework

• 44 indicators

• Consistent reporting

• Information to assess progress towards 

sustainable forest management 

Montreal Process
To inform sustainable forest management 
covering all values on all tenure



• Pdf of every Criterion
• Data work books of every table and chart
• Maps 
• Forest profiles
• Insights and journal articles

Forest information and data
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• Spatial datasets
– Forests of Australia 
– Tenure of Australia’s forests
– Australia’s Indigenous forest 

estate
– Fire in Australia’s forests
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Australia’s forests
• 134 million ha of forest

• 17% of Australia’s land area

• 2 million ha of plantations
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Acacia
Melaleuca

Rainforest

Eucalypt mallee woodlandEucalypt medium woodland

Eucalypt tall open Eucalypt low open

Eucalypt tall closed
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• 69% leasehold or private

• 26% nature conservation

• 8% multiple-use

Tenure of Australia’s forest
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Indigenous forest estate
• 52% of Australia’s forest 

• Four broad categories of 
ownership/management
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Fire in Australia’s forests
• 2011–12 to 2015–2016 

• 41% of Australia’s forests 
burnt at least once

• Most fire in northern 
Australia
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• 0.7% variation in forest carbon stocks 2001– 2016

Carbon in Australia’s forests
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Australia’s forest-dwelling species
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• 2,486 forest-dwelling fauna species

• >16,836 forest-dwelling flora species



Threats to forest-dwelling species
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Predation by introduced
fauna

15%

Proportion of total specified threats – flora

Land-use change and/or 
forest loss

Mortality agents

Competition from 
introduced flora

Invasive species impacts

Hydrological change

Predation and grazing

Disease and/or pathogens

Unsuitable fire regimes

Small or localised 
population

Forestry operations

Climatic effects

17%

15%

Proportion of total specified threats – fauna

Predation by introduced
fauna

Land-use change and/or 
forest loss

Small or localised 
population

Indirect invasive species 
impacts

Mortality agents

Competition from 
introduced fauna

Hydrological change

Disease and/or pathogens

Unsuitable fire regimes

Forestry operations

Climatic effects
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National calculated sustainable yield and
actual harvest level in native public forests

Harvesting native public forest

0.06% 
of total native 
forest was 
harvested by 
public 
agencies in 
2015–16



• 9% of 0.06% was clear-felled → 7,000ha

Harvesting native public forest
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• 72 to 100% average effective regeneration 2001–16



Legislative framework in Australia 
relevant to forests
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The Epilogue….

• ABARES is working to make information more 
– Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable 
– Interactive

• It is already comprehensive, authoritative, credible 

Now, over to you!



The End…… Thank you!

Department of Agriculture
ABARES

Telling the story of Australia’s forests in the connected age 26 August 2019

www.abares.gov.au/forestsaustralia

Contact us on 

Info.ABARES@agriculture.gov.au

or

Cressida.Lehmann@agriculture.gov.au


