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Australian forest
profiles
Rainforest

Australia has 3.6 million hectares of
the Rainforest native forest type, which
is 27% of Australia’s total native forestarea

Australia’s rainforests are typically
characterised by high rainfall, lush growth
and dlosed canopies. They rarely experience
fire, and generally contain no eucalypts

or only the occasional individual eucalypt tree
emerging from the rainforest canopy.
Rainforest tree species are typically shade-
tolerant when young and establish as

They grow into large trees when events such
astree falls, lightning strikes or wind damage
(including from cyclones) create gaps in the
canopy.

Rainforests supporta significant part of
Australia’s biodiversity, including many of
Australia’s unique plant families. The tropical
rainforestsin Far North Queensland are

rich in marsupial, frog and butterfly species,
while the cool-temperate rainforests of
Tasmania support diverse fungi, mosses
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* Spatial datasets

Forests of Australia

— Tenure of Australia’s forests

— Australia’s Indigenous forest
estate

— Fire in Australia’s forests
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Australia’s forests

134 million ha of forest

17% of Australia’s land area

2 million ha of plantations

Broome
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Data sources: National Forest Inventory 2016
Map compiled by ABARES 2018
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69% leasehold or private _. e
26% nature conservation ' ‘
8% multiple-use

Forest tenure
[ ] Leasehold forest
. Multiple-use public forest

B Nature conservation reserve

D Other Crown land
B Frivate forest
[:] Unresolved tenure

Data source: National Forest Inventory 2016 Projection: Albers equal-area with

Map compiled by ABARES 2018
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Tenure of Australia’s forest
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Indigenous forest estate

52% of Australia’s forest
Four broad categories of

ownership/management
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Fire in Australia’s forests

2011-12 to 20152016

41% of Australia’s forests
burnt at least once

Most fire in northern
Australia
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Forest burnt,
by number of fires,
2011-12 to 2015-16
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Data sources: Jurisdictional spatial fire data
National Forest Inventory 2016
Map compiled by ABARES 2018
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Carbon in Australia’s forests

* 0.7% variation in forest carbon stocks 2001- 2016

22,500 , .
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Australia’s forest-dwelling species

* 2,486 forest-dwelling fauna species

* >16,836 forest-dwelling flora species

Total known forest-dwelling vertebrate fauna species
Aust

WA
Vic
Tas
SA
Qld
NT
NSW
ACT

0% 20% 40% 60% 30% 100%

B Extinct M Critically Endangered M Endangered
M Vulnerable Non-threatened
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Threats to forest-dwelling species

Proportion of total specified threats — fauna Proportion of total specified threats — flora
Land-use change and/or oy 179 smallor localised | — 5%
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Predation by introduced s 15% Mortality agents | INEEG_—_— 13%
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Small or Iocalls‘ed Unsuitable fire regimes
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Land-use change and/or
Mortality agents forest loss
Competition from Competition from
introduced fauna introduced flora
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Disease and/or pathogens Predation and grazing
Indirect invasive species Hydrological change
impacts
Hydrological change Disease and/or pathogens
Forestry operations [ 5% Climatic effects
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Harvesting native public forest

National calculated sustainable yield and
actual harvest level in native public forests

3,500 -

;: o M Sustainable level 0.06%

§ 23001 m Actual level of total native
§ 2,000 - forest was

S oo | harvested by
% ' public

5 V9% agencies in

g oo | 2015-16

SOFR 1998 SOFR 2003 SOFR 2008 SOFR 2013 SOFR 2018

vy
Department of Agriculture
ABARES

Telling the story of Australia’s forests in the connected age ‘ 26 August 2019



Area (hectares)

Harvesting native public forest
* 9% of 0.06% was clear-felled = 7,000ha

* 72 to 100% average effective regeneration 2001-16

@ Clear-felling M Fire salvage clear-felling M Intensive silviculture with retention
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Legislative framework in Australia
relevant to forests

Legislation Certification of

\ / forest management Forest function
Management \
/ plans /, Compliance

Monitoring
) and measurin
Codes of Sustainable / .
practice forest l
/ management
\ Research and

Resource and l development
environmental

policies Economic policies/

framework
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The Epilogue....

* ABARES is working to make information more
— Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable

— Interactive

* Itis already comprehensive, authoritative, credible

Now, over to you!
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Data tables and figures from Australia’s State of the Forests Report 2018

Indicator 1.1a Area of forest by forest type and tenure

‘This workbook contains tables and figures from Indicator 1.1a of Australia's State of the Forest Report 2018. Thi
reports on areas of forest by forest type and tenure, and uses the area for each forest type overtime as a broad nt
the extent to which forest ecosystems and their diversity are being maintained. Reporting on forest tenure aids |
understanding of how different land management regimes may impact on forest biodiversity.

Table 1.1: Australia's forest area, by jurisdiction
Table 1.2: Australia's forest areas by category and type
Table 1.3: Australia's native forest area, by forest type and crown cover class
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Australia’s forests, by forest type
Australia’s State of the Forests Report 2018
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Australian forest
profiles
Rainforest

Australia has 3.6 million hectares of
the Ralnforest native forest type, which
s 27% of Australia’ total native forestarea

Australia’s rainforests are typically

They grow intolarge trees whenevents such
astree falls lightning strikes or wind damage
(including from cyclones) create gaps inthe
canopy.

of

high rainfal lush growth

. They rarely
rally contain no eucalypts
ndvidual cucalypt tree

Australias biodiversity,including many of
Australia’s unique plant families. The tropical
rainforestsin Far North Queensknd are
vich in marsupial, frog and buterfly species,
while the cooltemperat

‘Tasmania support diverse fung, mosses
andlicherns.
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The End...... Thank you!

www.abares.gov.au/forestsaustralia

Contact us on

Info.ABARES@agriculture.gov.au

or

Cressida.Lehmann@agriculture.gov.au
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